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Finally,  brethren,  w'  <*,«■.  cr  hjiiu*  .irc  true, 
whatsoever  th!nK>  arc  honoaraSI':  '  >  <  ••wy  >'cr  thinKh 
are  ju»t,  whatsoevr  things  arc  purt-.  whataocver 
things  arc  lovely,  wliataovvi-r  thing?  arc  o'  giKwl 
report ;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
praiac,  thinic  on  these  things. 

\o  section  ■  the  population  of  India  can  afford  to 
neglect  her  .  .  i  heritage.  In  her  literature,  philo80|)hy, 
art,  and  regi-  .,d  life  there  is  much  that  is  worthless,  much 
also  that  is  distinctly  unhealthy;  )«t  the  treasures  of 
knowledge,  wisdom,  and  Ixauty  which  they  contain  are  Uto 
precious  to  be  lost.  Every  citizen  of  India  needs  to  use 
them,  if  he  is  to  be  a  cultured  modern  Indian.  This  is  as 
triie  of  the  Christian,  the  Muslim,  the  Zoroastrian  as  of  the 
Hindu.  But,  while  the  heritage  of  India  has  been  largely 
explored  by  scholars,  and  the  results  of  their  toil  arc  laid 
out  for  us  in  their  books,  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  reall)- 
available  for  the  ordinary  man.  The  volumes  are  in  most 
cases  expensive,  and  are  ofte  technical  and  difficult. 
Hence  this  series  of  cheap  books  has  been  planned  by  a 
group  of  Christian  men,  in  order  that  every  educated 
Indian,  whether  rich  o-  poor,  may  be  able  to  find  his  way 
into  the  treasures  of  India's  past.  Many  Europeans,  both 
in  India  and  elsewhere,  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  use  the 
series. 

The  utmost  care  is  licing  taken  by  the  Gener  1  Editors 
in  selecting  writers,  and  in  passing  manuscripts  for  the 
press.  To  every  book  two  tests  ar_  rigidly  applied :  every- 
thing must  be  scholarly,  and  everything  must  be  sympathetic. 
The  purpose  is  to  bring  the  best  out  of  the  ancient 
treasuries,  so  that  it  may  be  known,  enjoyed,  and  used. 
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I. 

THE  SAMKHYA   IN  THE   UPANIGADS 

• 

In  all  the  manifold  character  of  the  content  of  the 
Upani§ads    it    is   undoubtedly   possible   to    trace    certain 
leading  ideas.     The  most  important  of  these  doctrines  is 
beyond  question,  that  of  the  identity  of  the  self,  Atman.  of 
the    individual    with    the    Brahman,  which    is    the    most 
universal  expression  for  the  absolute  in  which  the  universe 
finds   Its   unity.      It   is  probable  enough   that  these  two 
expressions  are  not   intrinsically    related,  and    that    thev 
represent  two  different  streams  of  thought.*     The  Brahman 
IS  the  devotion  of  the  Brahman  priest:  it  is  the  sacred  hymn 
to  propitiate  the  gods:  it  is  also  the  magic  spell  of  the 
wonder-worker:  more  generally  it  is  the  holy  power  in  the 
universe  at  least  as  much  as  it  is  the  magic  fluid  of  primitive 
savagery.     Religion  and  magic,  if  different  in  essence  and  in 
origin,  nevertheless  go  often  in  closest  alliance,  and  their 
unison  in  the  case  of  the  concept  Brahman  may  explain  the 
ease  with  which  that  term  came  to  denote  the  essence  of  the 
universe  or  absolute  being.     The  Atman,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  the  Brahmana  texts  which  lie    before  the    Upanisads 

^nl^'T  a'""  5V''"''  .°^  *5"  ^'■"^^  °f  ^^'  body,  as  opposed 
to  the  hands  and  feet  and  other  members,  and  it  is  perhaps 
from  that  fact  at  least  a=  much  as  from  the  fact  that  it  has  also 
the  sense  of  wind  that  it  develops  into  the  meaning  of  the 
essential  self  of  man.  The  identification  of  the  self  and 
the  Brahman  results  in  one  form  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Upam^ads,  that  taught  under  the  name  of  Yajiiavalkya  in 

'*  See  H.  Olden'  Buddha    (Sth   cd  )    nn    ^n  ^?-    p  r» 
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the  Brhadaranyaka  Upani^ad  (ii,4;  iv,  5 ),  in  the  conclusion 
that  the  Atman  as  the  knowing  subject  is  unknowable,  and 
that  the  world  of  empiric  reality,  which  seems  to  be  in 
constant  change,  is  really  a  mere  illusion     This  is  the 
highest  1  .int  reached  by  the  thought  of  the  Upanisads,  and 
it   is  not  consistently  or  regularly  maintained,     pespite 
acceptance  of  the  doctrine  of  the  identity  of  the  individual 
self  and  the  self  of  the  universe,  there  often  appears  to  be 
left  over  as  an  irreducible  element  something  which  is  not 
the  self,  but  which  is  essentially  involved  in  the  constitution 
of  reality.     Thl:.  is  implicit  in  such  statements  as  that  the 
Atman  completely  enters  into  the  body,  up  to  the  nails  even: 
the  all-pervasiveness  of  the  Atman  is  not  incompatible  with 
the  existence  of  something  to  be  pervaded.      In  order  to 
remove  the  difficulty  which  is  felt  in  the  existence  of  this 
further  element,  the  conception  of  creation,  which  was,  ot 
course,   familiar    from    the     cosmogonic    legends    of    the 
Brahmanas,  was  often  resorted  to.     Thus  m  the  Chandogya 
Upanisad  (vi,  2)  we  learn  in  detail  how  the  self  desired  to 
be  many  and  created  brilliance,  Tejas,  whence  arose  water 
and  food,  and  then  the  self  entered  into  these  created  things 
with  the  living  self.     This  scheme,  by  which  a  being  hrst 
produces  a  cosmic  material  and  then  enters  into  it  as  life,  is 
a  commonplace  in  the  speculations  of  the  Brahmanas  and 
it  lends  itself  to  a  very  different  development  than  the  theory 
of  illusion.     While  the  latter  theory  insists  on  the  identity 
of  the  individual  self  with  the  absolute  self,  both  being  one 
essence  surpassing  all  consciousness,  the  latter  sv.tem  allows 
a  certain  reality  to  matter,  and  a  still  more  definite  reality 
to  the  individual  soul,  which  in  course  of  time  develops  into 
the  doctrine  of  qualified  duality,  Vi&istadvaita,  in  which 
there  is  found  a  place  fo"  the  individual  soul  and  matter 
beside  the  supreme  soul,  and  which  undoubtedly  forms  the 
theme  of  the  Brahma  Sutra  of  Badarayana.     But  while  this 
system  can  be  seen  in  the  Upanisads,  it  would  be  an  error 
to  suppose  that   it   is  more  properly  the  doctrine  of  the 
Upanisads  than  the  illusion  theory  of  Saitikara:*  neither 

*  For  Badarayana's  views  see  Thibaut.S^B.E.xxiv;  Sukhtankar. 
Vienna  Oriental  Journal,  xii.  120  ff,;  H.  Jacob..  J.A.O.S.,  xxxui, 
51-54. 
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system  in  its  completely  self  conscious  form  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Upanisads,  but  the  germs  of  both  are  present, 
and  both  in  a  real  sense  can  claim  the  authority  of  the 
Upanisads. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  to  find  in  the 
Upanisads  any  real  basis  for  the  Saiiikhya  system.  The 
Upanisads  are  essentially  devoted  to  the  discovery  of  an 
absolute,  and,  diverse  as  are  the  forms  which  the  absolute 
may  take,  they  do  not  abandon  the  search,  nor  do  they  allow 
that  no  such  absolute  exists.  There  are,  however,  elements 
here  and  there  which  mark  the  growth  of  ideas  which  later 
were  thrown  into  systematic  form  in  the  Sariikhya,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  see  in  these  fragmentary  hints  any  indication 
that  the  Sarhkhya  philosophy  was  then  in  process  of 
formation.  It  is,  of  course,  possible,  as  a  matter  of  abstract 
argument,  to  insist  that  the  elements  in  the  Upanisads  which 
suggest  the  later  Sariikhya  views  are  really  borrowings  by 
the  Upanisads  of  doctrines  already  extant  in  a  Samkhya 
system,  but,  in  the  abser  f  the  slightest  evidence  for  the 
existence  of  such  a  t:m  in  the  Vedic  literature,  it  is 
methodologically    un         d    to    take     v!  is     hypothesis     as 

'  "  -a  •■\1  conclusion  that 
inv.  which  were  later 
just  like  the  Vedanta  of 
Sartikara,  or  the  Vedanta  of  P"^-  irayana,  the  Sariikhya  is  a 
system  built  on  the  Upanisads :  from  both  of  these  it  differs 
in  that  it  goes  radically  and  essentially  beyond  the  teaching 
of  the  Upani.sads. 

The  c  nogonical  form  of  the  doctrine  of  the  self  sets  at 
once  the  absolute  into  conflict  with  the  individual  self,  and 
it  undoubtedly  tends  to  minimise  the  importance  of  the 
absolute,  since  its  operation  appears  to  have  been  exhausted 
by  the  action  of  creation.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  clear  that 
the  opposition  of  matter  to  the  individual  soul  becomes 
quite  a  sharp  one,  for  on  the  cosmogonic  or  theistic  system 
the  primitive  matter  is  indeed  produced  from  the  absolute, 
but  equally  clearly  it  exists  before  the  individual  soul  enters 
into  the  sphere  of  existence.  While  thus  the  relation  of 
soul  and  nature  becomes  one  of  opposition  under  the  aegis 
of  an  absolute  which  tends  to  become  more  faded,  at  the 


possessing  any  value,  a  '. 
we  have  in  the  Upanisu  11 
amalgamated   into  one   svi 
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lame  time  reflection  is  more  bent  on  the  actual  character  of 
the  relation  of  soul  and  nature,  and  finds  expression  in  such 
an  utterance  as  that  of  the  Brhaddranyaka  Upanijad  (i,  4, 
6),  where  it  is  expressly  stated  that  food  and  eater  make  up 
the  entire  universe.  This  passage  is  interpreted  in  the  late 
Maitriynnt  Upanifad  as  referring  to  the  distinction  between 
spirit,  which  is  subject,  and  all  the  rest  of  nature,  including 
the  Bhutatman,  the  psychic  apparatus  produced  from 
nature,  as  the  object:  it  is  characteristic  of  the  confused 
character  of  this  late  work  that  the  very  next  chapters 
(vi,  11-13)  deal  with  nature  as  being  the  product  of  the 
supreme  Brahman.  It  would  be  wrong,  therefore,  to  find  in 
the  Brhaddranyaka  Upanifad  any  conscious  realization  of 
a  doctrine  which  would  eliminate  the  Brahman,  but  it  is 
clear  enough  that  the  path  to  the  elimination  of  that  element 
was  open. 

The  denial  in  the  Sartikhya  of  the  supreme  spirit  carries 
with  it  curious  consequences  when  added  to  the  extreme 
developm-nt  of  the  doctrine  that  the  spirit  is  alone  the 
subject.  The  first  product  of  nature  is  the  intellect,  which 
is  called  the  great  one,  and  which  clearly  is  originally  a 
cosmic  function,  derived  from  nature  but  lighted  up  by 
spirit.  The  natural  source  of  this  conception  must  be  found 
in  the  idea  in  the  Upanisads  that  the  supreme  spirit  re- 
appear '•■  the  firstborn  of  creation  after  it  has  produced  the 
primiti  'e  .nutter.  The  ultimate  origin  of  the  idea  can  be 
traced  beyond  the  Upanisads  to  the /Jgzeda  (x,  121)  where 
the  golden  germ  Hiranyagarbha  is  produced  from  the 
primeval  waters,  and  in  the  Upanisads  we  find  in  the 
Kaufitaki  the  seer,  composed  of  the  Brahman,  the  great 
one  in  the  Katha  (iii,  10,  13;  vi,  7),  the  first  great  spirit 
in  the  Svetdivatara  (ii,  19)  who  is  called  Hiranyagarbha 
in  iii,  4;  iv,  12;  Brahman  in  vi,  18,  and  the  knower,  all- 
pervading,  in  vi,  17.  Moreover,  it  is  thus  that  we  should,  it 
is  clear,  understand  the  seer,  Kapila,  first  engendered,  in  v, 
2.  The  idea  that  in  this  verse  we  are  to  see  the  first  men- 
tion of  the  founder  of  the  Sariikhya  as  a  real  person  is  too 
fantastic  to  be  seriously  upheld,  though  it  is  not  at  all  un- 
likely that  the  origin  of  the  doctrine  of  Kapila  as  the 
founder  of  Sariikhya  is  to  be  traced  to  this  passage. 
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Further  material  for  the  origin  of  the  series  of  evolution 
is  also  to  be  found  in  the  Upanijads.     In  the  K  tha,  which 
has  every  claim  to  be  regarded  as  an  old  work,*  not  indeed 
of  the  same  antiquity  as  the  grea*  prose  Upanijads  like  the 
Brhaddranyaka,     Chdndogya,     .'iitareya,      Taittiriya,     or 
Kaufitaki,  but  at  the  head  of  the  second  stage  of  poetical 
Upani§ads,  representing  the  period  of  the  full  develoiment 
of  the  philosophy  of  these  texts,  there  is  found   (iii,  10-13), 
after  an  exhortation  to  control  the  unruly  steeds  of  the 
senses,  a  description  of  Yoga,  or  concentration.     In  this  it 
is  expressly  stated  that  the  objects  are  higher  than  the 
senses,  mind  than  the  objects,  the  intellect  than  mind,  the 
great  self  than  intellect,  the  unevolved  than  the  great  self, 
and  the  spirit  than  the  unevolved.     The  spirit  dwells  unseen 
in  all  beings  and  is  above  all.     In  concentration,  therefore, 
speech  with  mind  is  to  be  restrained  in  the  knowledge-self, 
that  is  intellect,  that  again  in  the  great  self,  and  that  in  the 
calm  self,  that  is  the  unevolved.     In  a  later  passage    (vi, 
7-11)  a  similar  account  is  given:  here  the  mind  stands 
above  the  senses,  Sattva  above  the  mind,  over  that  the  great 
self,  over  that  the  unevolved,  over  that  the  spirit  which  is 
described  by  terms  applicable  in  the  classical  Sarakhya,  as 
all-pervading  and   without   any    distinctive    mark.      The 
highest  condition  of  Yoga  is  reached  when  the  ?enses  with 
mind  and  intellect  are  brought  to  a  standstill.     In  the  next 
lines  the  spirit  is  described  as  only  to  be  expressed  by  the 
declaration  of  existence.     With  this  series  may  be  compared 
the  fact  that  according  to  the  Chdndogya  (vi,  8,  6)  at  death 
speech  enters   into  mind,   mind   into'  breath,   breath   into 
brilliance  and  brilliance  into  the  supreme  godhead. 

Further  light  is  thrown  on  the  position  by  the  Prasna 
U pant? ad,  which,  though  not  a  work  of  the  same  age  as  the 
Katha,  is  nevertheless  probably  the  earliest  of  the  later  prose 
Upanisads.  In  the  fourth  Pra§na  it  is  explained  that  in 
sleep  in  dreaming  the  senses  enter  into  mind,  and  in  deep 
sleep  mind  also  passes  into  the  brilliance,  Tejas.  Then 
follows  an  account  of  how  all  things  are  resolved  into  the 


♦  See  H.  Oldenberg,  Z.D.M.G.,  xxxvii,  S7ff;    Buddha,  p.  60; 
P.  Dcussen,  Philosophy  of  the  Upanisads,  p.  24. 
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imperishable,  which  has  .  o  shidow,  blood  or  body,  the  order 
l^eing  the  five  elements,  each  with  its  corresponding  Miitru, 
which  appears  tr-  denote  the  corresponding  fine  element,  the 
five  organs  of  perception  with  their  functions,  the  five  organs  of 
action  wi^l.  their  functions,  the  mind,  intellect,  individuation, 
Ahaii^Lara,  thought,  Citta,  brilliance,  and  breath,  and  their 
functions.  From  the  highest  self  there  is  here  distinguished 
iUe  Vijfi&n&tman,  the  individual  self,  which  ex])eriences  the 
impressions  of  the  senses,  and  so  forth.  It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  the  Praina  is  not  an  exposition  of  the  Sattikh)  a,  but  the 
elements  of  the  Saitikhya  derivation  are  present.  The 
conception  of  the  fine  elements  seems  to  owe  its  origin  to 
the  view  expressed  in  the  Chdndogya  Vpunifad  (vi,  3), 
according  to  which  the  gross  elements,  corresponding  to 
fire,  water  and  earth,  are  not  in  themselves  pure,  but  each 
is  compounded  with  some  portion  of  the  others :  the  name, 
Tanraiitra,  which  is  later  normal,  is  first  given  expressly  in 
the  Maitrdyatti  Upanifud  (iii,  2). 

A  much  more  developed  account  of  Sariikhya  type  is  to  be 
found  in  the  ^vetdi-vatara  Upatti^ad,  which  is  no  doubt 
older  than  the  Prasna,  but  later  than  the  Kalha.  The 
Upani§ad  is  definitely  deistic,  Rudra  who  bears  the  epithet 
but  not  the  name,  Siva,  being  the  object  of  devotion  and 
belief,  but  at  the  same  time  being  regarded  as  the  absolute 
and  supreme  spirit,  rather  than  as  derived  from  that  spirit. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Upanijad  contains  a  series  of  numbers 
which  are  best  to  be  explained  as  referring  to  enumerations 
accepted  by  the  Sariikhya  school:  thus  in  i,  4,  the  individual 
self  is  compared  to  a  wheel  with  three  tyres,  sixteen  ends, 
fifty  spokes,  twenty  counter-spokes  and  six  sets  of  eight. 
These  are  interpreted  as  the  three  Gunas,  the  set  of  sixteen 
consisting  of  the  ten  organs,  mind  and  the  five  elements,  the 
fifty  psychic  states  of  the  classical  Sariikhya,  the  ten  senses 
and  their  objects,  and  the  six  sets  of  the  five  elements,  mind, 
individuation  and  intellect;  the  eight  elements  of  the  body, 
the  eight  prefections,  the  eight  psychic  states  which  form  in 
the  Sariikhya  an  alternative  to  the  fifty,  eight  gods  and 
eight  virtues.  The  worth  of  such  identifications  must  be 
regarded  as  uncertain,  and  no  conclusive  evidence  is  ufi^ord- 
ed  by  them,  as  plays  on  numbers  are  much  affected  by  the 
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Brahmunical  schools.  But  there  is  other  and  much  more 
convincinK  evidence  of  the  existence  of  Samkhya  views. 
The  individual  self,  the  Vijnanatman  or  Puru^a,  is  described 
as  the  power  of  j?od  enveloped  in  his  own  Gunas,  which 
shows  plainly  that  while  the  absolute  is  still  the  source  of 
all,  nevertheless  a  new  element  has  been  introduced  in  the 
conception  of  the  Gunas,  through  which  the  absolute  becomes 
the  individual  soul.  A  still  more  distinct  proof  of  the 
existence  of  ideas  akin  to  Samkhya  is  to  be  seen  in  iv,  5,  in 
which  it  is  said : 

The  one  slic-Kout,  red,  white,  and  black, 
Produceth  many  youriK,  like-fornied  unto  her. 
The  one  hc-goat  in  love  cnjoyeth  her, 
The  other  Icaveth  her  whom  he  hath  enjoyed 

The  passage  is  discussed  by  Sariikara,  who  seeks  to  see 
in  the  three  colours  a  reference  to  the  three  colours  mentioned 
in  the  Chundofiyui  i'panifad  (vi,  4)  as  those  of  the  thrct 
elements  there  mentioned,  fire,  water,  and  earth,  which  are 
produced  from  the  absolute  and  which  are  present  in  all 
that  exists.  This  view  is  so  far,  it  would  seem,  bejond  doubt 
o  rrect:  the  resemblance  in  point  of  the  colours  is  too 
striking  to  be  an  accident.  But  the  passage  must  obviously 
also  be  admitted  to  have  clear  traces  of  what  is  later  tht- 
Samkhya  doctrine:  tlie  miagery  of  the  many  he-goats  and 
the  relation  of  enjo.\mcnt,  followed  by  relinquishment,  i^ 
precisely  parallel  to  the  similes  which  are  often  used  in  tht 
classical  Sariikhya  to  illustrate  the  relation  of  spirit  "4 
nature.  Moreover  the  she-goat  is  named  Aja  which  dci.  .-s 
also  the  unborn,  a  fact  which  exactly  coincides  with  iie 
Samkh}a  conception  that  the  first  principle  nature  is  not  a 
product.  The  Samkhya  conception  of  the  all-pervading 
character  of  the  Gunas,  which  in  diverse  measure  are 
present  in  all  the  products  of  nature,  is  as  well  suited  to 
the  description  of  the  progeny  of  the  goat  as  the  view  of  the 
Chando^ya.  It  is,  therefore,  only  reasonable  to  assume  that 
we  have  here  a  clear  hint  of  the  origin  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  Gunas  in  the  threefold  material  of  the  Chandogya 
Upanisad,  and  there  is  nothing  in  this  passage,  nor  in  the 
others  where  the  Gunas  are  mentioned  (i,  3;  v,  7;  vi,  .3, 
11,  16),  to  suggest  that  the  Gunas  are  anything  other  than 
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elements  as  in  the  Chindogya.  T.«e  names  Sattva,  Rajas 
and  Tanias  do  not  occur  until  the  Maitriyani  Upantfad 
(u,  5;  V,  2).  It  is  not  impossible  that  the  subjective  side 
of  the  Gui.ias,  which  is  clearly  marked  in  these  names  and 
which  certainly  prevails  in  the  classical  SSrhkhya,  was  a 
development  from  the  conception  that  the  individual  self  was 
the  result  of  the  envelopment  of  the  absolute  in  the  three 
Gunas:  though  originally  referring  to  material  products, 
still  the  tendency  would  lie  to  see  in  them  psychic  states. 

It  is  most  probable  that  in  thest  traces  of  S&itiKhya 
views  we  are  not  to  see  the  result  of  a  contamination  of 
Sirhkhya  with  a  Vedanta  phi'  sophy :  it  is  i)erfectly  plain 
that  in  iv,  5  we  are  not  dealing  with  the  conscious  expression 
of  a  view  which  ignores  the  absolute;  on  the  contrary  in 
iv,  10  we  find  the  deliberate  description  of  nature  as  an 
illusion,  and  the  great  lord  as  an  illusion-maker,  emphatic 
denials  of  the  possibility  of  the  separate  and  real  existence 
of  nature  as  held  by  the  Sartikhya  school.  It  is  not  natural 
tlat  one  who  is  opposed  so  essentially  to  the  view  that  the 
Samkhya  '  -'nciples  are  correct  should  appropriate  phrases 
which  seem  to  accept  them,  whereas  all  is  natural  if  we 
assume  that  the  Upani§ad  represents  a  definite  development 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Absolute  based  on  the  older  Upani^ads, 
from  which  in  due  course  the  Sariikhya  developed.*  With 
such  a  view  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  in  iv,  5 :  the 
metaphor  there  used  applies  perfectly  properly  to  the 
different  condition  of  two  individual  souls,  the  one  of  which 
does  not  realise  its  true  nature  as  the  absolute  enveloped  in 
the  three  Gunas,  while  the  other  recognizes  its  true  nature 
and  throws  aside  its  connection  with  nature. 

It  has,  however,  been  argued  from  the  occurrence  of  the 
name,  Kapila,  in  v,  2,  and  of  Sariikhya  in  vi,  13,  in  connection 
with  Yoga,  that  the  Saiiikhya-Yoga  system  was  d  .Initely 
known  to  the  author  or  redactor  of  the  Upani?ad.  But  this 
is  clearly  not  shown  by  the  facts  adduced.  Kapila  is,  as  we 
have  seen,  not  a  human  personage  at  all, and  the  parallel  of  i,3, 

•  This  is  the  amount  of  truth,  in  the  view  of  .\.  E  Gough  {Philo- 
sophy of  the  Upantsads,  pp.  200.  212),  that  the  .Sariikhya  isoriginally 
an  enumeration  of  principles  of  the  Vedanta.  No  such  Sariikhya 
system  is  recorded,  however;  as  a  system  Sariikhya  is  atiieistic. 
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where  in  place  of  Sartikhj  a  and  YoRa  are  found  Dhyana 
and  Yoga,  show  clearly  that  we  have  here  Sirtikhya  in  the 
simple  sense  of  meditation  as  opposed  to  devotion  in  Yoga. 

The    view  that  the  ^vetSivntara   i'ponifad  does   not 
contain  any  reference  to  an  atheistic  Samkhva,  but  merely 
unites  ideas  which  afterwards  are  developed  in  that  system, 
IS  confirmed  by  the  very  different  appeari.nce  of  things  in 
the  Maitriyant  Upanifad,  which  does  contain    very   clear 
evidnce  of  a  developed  Sariikhya  belief,   and  which  on  the 
other  hand  Iwtrays  its  modern  date^  by  the  use  of  terms  such 
as  sura,  vigraha,  nirmama,  kfetrajna,  nastikya,  and   sufu- 
m^d,  and  even  such  an  expression  as  sarvopanifadvidyS,  the 
science  of  all  the  Upani?ads,  though  a  false  appearance  of 
archaism  has  been  lent  to  it  by  the  fact  tha*  it  preserves,  but 
not  faithfully,  the  archaisms  in  euphonic  combination  of 
words  of  the  Maitrayanl  Sathhitd  with  which  it  is  closely 
connected.    The  Upani?ad  clearly  reflects  a  period   when 
various  forms  of  heresy— probably  in  no  small  measure  the 
Buddhist— had  attacked  the  main  outlines  of  the  system  of 
tne  Upani?ads,  and  it  endeavours  to  restate  that  position  with, 
as  is  inevitable,  many  traits  borrowed  from  the  doctrines  it 
was  refuting,  and  among  these  traits  are  clear  marks  of  the 
Samkhya,     It  is  characterized  by  a  profound  pessimism  which 
>s  not  countenanced  by  the  older  Upanisads,  which    lay    no 
stress  normally  on  that  doctrine,  but  which  is  characteristic  at 
once    of    Buddhism    and    of    the    Saihkhva.       Like    the 
Svetdivatara,  it  considers  that  the  Brahman 'is  enveloped  by 
Gunas  but  these  are  called  the  Gunas  of  nature  and  not  of 
Itself  as  in  the  Svetdivatara.     Through   these   Gunas  the 
Brahman  falls  into  the  error  of  individuation  and  binds 
Itself  by  itself,  a  metaphor  which  in  the  Sdtkkhya  Kdrikd 
(63)  IS  transferred  to  nature  herself.     In  this  form  there 
arises  the  Bhutatman,  which  resides  in  the  body  composed 
of  the  fine  and  the  gross  elements,  the  Tanmatras,  and  the 
Mahabhutas,  both  of  which  bear  the  name  of  Bhutas.      The 
highest  soul,   the  individual   souls,  and    the    Gunas    are 
compared  with  the  glow,  the  iron    and    the    smith,  who 

*  Max  Mullcr  (S.BE.,  XV,  xlvi-lii)  argues  for  an  early  date,  but 
tbe  evidence  agamst  this  is  conclusively   set  out   by  P.    Deussen 
Sechztg  Upam^ads,  pp.  311  scq.  ^»=^», 
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hammers  only  the  iron  not  the  glow  pervading  it.  Here,  too, 
we  find  the  names  of  the  Gunas  as  psychic  states,  and  bodily 
and  mental  evils  are  referred  to  the  action  of  Rajas,  desire, 
and  Tamas,  indifference.  In  Section  V  a  creation  myth 
is  set  out,  according  to  which  the  highest  produces  the  three 
Gunas,  Tamas,  Rajas  and  Sattva,  and  from  Sattva,  spirit, 
consisting  of  pure  intellect,  possessing  the  powers  of 
representation,  judgment  and  individuation  as  its  psychic 
body.  In  the  hymn  of  Kutsayana,  an  otherwise  unknown 
sage,  which  precedes  this  myth,  we  find  the  identity  of  all 
in  the  Brahman  asserted  and  the  first  occurrence  in 
literature  of  the  conception  that  release  is  both  for  the  sake 
of  spirit  and  of  matter,  an  idea  which  in  the  Samkhya  is 
converted  into  the  view  that  nature  strives  as  if  for  her  own 
release  for  the  release  of  another,  that  is  spirit,  though  else- 
where the  release  of  spirit  is  denied  and  the  real  release 
attributed  to  nature,  a  contradiction  arising  from  the  fact 
that  in  reality  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  pain  in  nature,  which 
is  unconscious,  and  the  pain  is  brought  into  existence  by 
the  union  with  spirit,  whence  arises  consciousness.  In  the 
Upanisad,  which  recognizes  a  prius  to  both  nature  and 
spirit,  the  release  can  be  and  is  for  both  alike.  In  vi,  10 
there  is  found  expressly  stated  the  doctrine  of  the  distinction 
of  spirit  and  the  objective  world:  the  psychic  body  is 
produced  from  the  primeval  material,  and  consists  of  the 
elements  from  the  great  one,  that  is  intellect,  apparently  up 
to  the  gross  elements,  unless  the  reading  is  slightly  altered* 
and  the  series  brought  to  a  close  with  the  fine  elements.  It 
is,  however,  clearly  the  case  in  the  classical  Samkhya  that 
the  subtle  portions  of  the  gross  elements  are  included  in  the 
psychic  apparatus,  and  this  may  be  the  case  here  also. 

The  other  Upanisads  of  this  period  give  tis  little  for  the 
Sariikhya  doctrine.  In  the  Mundaka,  however,  we  find  (i, 
1,  8,  9;  ii,  1,  2,  3)  a  development  of  principles  from  the  all- 
knower  to  food,  thence  to  breath,  thence  to  the  mind,  thence 
to  truth,  the  worlds,  and  actions,  or  from  the  spirit  to  the 
imperishable,  thence  to  breath,  thence  to  mind  and  the 
organs  of  sense,  and  thence  to  the  elements.     This  exposition 


*  Dcussen,  Sechtig  Upanisads,  p.  337,  n.  2. 
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clearly  accepts  the  absolute,  and  follows  the  normal  triad 
of  absolute,  nature  and  souls,  but  it  differs  from  the  Katha, 
which  It  otherwise  somewhat  closely  resembles,  by  the 
addition  of  one  principle,  breath,  in  place  of  the  great  self 
and  the  intellect  of  that  Upanisad.  It  is  clear  that  Prana. 
breath,  plays  a  cosmic  function. 

.  ^^  the   Upani?ads  do  not  recognize  the  existence  of 
spirit  as  individual  only,  but  always  admit  the  existence  of 
a  supreme  spirit,  the  essence  of  the  knowledge  which  is  to 
save  men  fro:n  constant  rebirth  is  the  knowledge  of  the  real 
identity  of  the  supreme  and  the    individual    self     The 
derivative  character  of  the  Samkhya  comes  into  very  clear 
prominence  in  its  retention  of  the  doctrine  of  knowledge  as 
the  means  of  saving  grace.     In  the  Samkhya,   as  there 
IS  no  real  connection  between  spirit  and  nature,  it  seems 
wholly  impossible  to  understand  how  the  false  conception 
of  such  a  connection  can  arise:  the  spirit  is  in  reality  purely 
subjective,  nature  is   purely  objective,   and   there    is    no 
interaction  which  can  explain  the  existence  of  ignorance  or 
indeed  of  knowledge.     On  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  the 
Upanijads,  whatever  degree  of  reality   be  allowed  to  the 
individual  souls  of  the  world,  it  is  essentially  the  case  that 
there  IS  a  source  of  ignorance:  the  absolute,  either  by  self- 
lilusion  or  in  fact,  develops  from  itself  a  world  of  spirits 
and  matter,  and  the  knowledge  which  brings  salvation  is  the 
knowledge  that,  despite  the  .eeming  multiplicity,  there  is  no 
real  difference  between  the  absolute  and  the  self,  at  any  rate 
in  ultimate  essence.     Ignorance  is  admitted  in  the  Samkhya 
as  a  fact,  but  it  is  a  fact  which  has  no  explanation  whatever, 
and  therefore  its  position  in  the  system  must  be  traced  to  a 
form  of  pmlosophy  in  which  it  had  a  more  just  claim  to 
existence. 

Another  clear  proof  of  derivative  nature  is  the  acceptance 
without  comment,  of  the  doctrine  of  transmigration  and  the 
accompanying  doctrine  of  pessimism.  The  Upanisads  do 
not  show  the  doctrine  of  transmigration  as  fully  developed- 
rather,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  transmigra- 
tion proper  is  not  clearly  known  to  any  Brahmana  text, 
they  show  only  the  origin  of  the  system.  The  credit"  of  first 
enunciating  the  doctrine  as  a  great  moral  truth,  that  of 
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retribution  according  to  action  by  rebirth,  is  assigned  to 
Yajnavalkya,  who  lays  down  the  principle  in  the  Brhadd- 
ranyaka  Upani^ad  (iii,  2,  13;  iv,  4,  2-6),  though  even 
this  view  has  been  questioned.*  The  idea,  however,  worked 
up  into  an  elaborate  and  confused  whole,  in  which  the  ideas 
of  retribution  by  rebirth  and  the  older  view  of  punishment 
in  hell  and  reward  in  heaven  are  thrown  together,  is  found 
definitely  in  a  late  portion  of  that  Upanisad  (vi,  2)  and  in 
the  Chdndogya  (v,  3-10).  The  doctrine  is  by  no  means 
necessarily  accepted  in  all  the  Upanisads  of  the  older  type; 
thus  it  is  doubtful  if  it  appears  at  all  in  the  older  portion 
of  the  Aitareya  Aranyaka;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  clearly 
accepted  by  the  Kaufitaki  and  by  the  Katha,  and  is  later 
a  commonplace  assumption.  Its  full  development  an1 
spread  must  antedate  tlie  rise  of  Buddhism,  and  it  may 
fairly  be  argued  that  ihe  doctrine  prevailed  among  wide 
circles  in  India  in  the  north  by  550  B.C.,  and  probably  half 
a  century  earlier.  Efforts  have  even  been  made  to  find  the 
doctrine  in  the  Rgveda,  but  so  far  without  real  success. 

The  origin  of  the  belief  has  been  attributed  to  borrowing 
from  aboriginal  tribes, t  it  being  a  common  view  in  primitive 
peoples  that  the  spirits  of  their  dead  pass  into  other  forms 
of  life.  Traces  of  similar  views  have  also  been  seen  in 
occasional  hints  in  the  Rgveda  of  the  departure  of  the 
elements  of  the  dead  to  their  proper  abodes.  The  real 
importance  of  the  Indian  doctrine,  however,  is  the  moral  tinge 
given  to  it  by  Yajnavalkya,  while  its  immediate  precursor 
in  the  Brahmanas  is  the  dread  of  repeated  death,  which  is 
expressed  in  the  view  that  even  after  death  death  may  await 
the  man  who  is  not  proficient  in  some  ritual  performance.  J 
This  conception  of  Punaimrtyu,  repeated  death,  for  a  time 
evidently  played  a  considerable  place  in  the  ideas  of  the 
Brahmanas,  as  is  seen  by  the  quite  frequent  occurrence  of  the 
conception  in  the  Satnpatha  Brdhmana  and  by  its  mention 
in  the  Kau^'ttaki  Brdhmana,  and  the  turning  of    a    ritual 


*  See  F.  O.  Schrader,  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixiv,  333-335. 
t  A.  E.  Gough,  Philosophy  of  the  Upanisads,  pp.  20-25. 
t  See  S.  Levi,  La  Doctrine  du  Sacrifice,  pp.  93ff , ;  P.  Oltrainare, 
L'histoire  des  Idees  Thiosophiques,  i,  96  ff. 
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conception  into  a  moral  one  was  as  natural  as  the  transfer 
of  the  repetition  of  birth  in  the  world  beyond  to  the  birth  in 
this  world,  which  was  the  one  thing  wanting  to  make  the 
conception  really  a  doctrine  of  transmigration.  This  step  is 
not  certainly  taken  in  any  passage  of  the  Satapatha 
Brdhmuna,  though  a  few  passages  are  open  to  this  inter- 
pretation. In  making  the  decisive  change  it  is,  of  course, 
perfectly  possible  that  the  popular  ideas  of  the  spirit  of  the 
ancestor  taking  up  its  abode  in  some  beast  or  bird  or  other 
form,  such  as  that  of  a  snake,  may  have  helped  the  conception 
to  take  root  and  become  easily  appreciated.  It  is  indeed 
doubtful  whether  without  some  such  backgrond  we  could 
explaii  'he  extraordinary  success  of  the  doctrine  in  winning 
the  real  and  lasting  adherence  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  India.  None  the  less,  it  must  remain  extraordinary 
that  none  of  the  philosophical  systems  should  have 
attempted  to  examine  the  validity  of  the  belief,  a  fact  which 
stands  in  striking  contrast  with  the  procedure  of  Plato,  who, 
in  the  Phaedo,  provides  a  philosophic  background  for  the 
conception,  which  he  probably  took  direct  from  the  popular 
Pythagorean  or  Orphic  conception  of  the  fate  of  the  soul. 

The  pessimism  which  is  assumed  by  the  Sariikhya  must 
likewise  be  derivative.  In  the  Upanisads  there  is  no 
general  pessimism  visible  in  the  earlier  expositions  of 
doctrine;  the  marked  pessimism  of  the  Maitrdyanl  is  a 
clear  indication  of  its  posteriority  to  the  influence  of 
Buddhism,  which  had  evidently  a  very  considerable  part 
in  spreading  the  doctrine.  The  underlying  view  of 
the  Upanisads  is,  indeed,  that  the  Atman  in  itself  is 
perfect,  and  that,  accordingly,  all  else  is  filled  with 
trouble,  as  the  Brhaddranyaka  (iii,  4,  2;  S,  1;  7,  23) 
expressly  says;  and  with  this  expressi  n  of  opinion  may  be 
set  such  remarks  as  that  the  knower  of  the  self  overcomes 
sorrow;  nor  is  there  any  lack  of  reterences  to  old  age  and 
trouble.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  admit  this,  and  quite  another 
to  hold  that  the  general  tone  of  the  Upanisads  is  pessi- 
mistic; rather  the  joy  of  the  discovery  of  the  new  knowledge 
is  the  characteristic  of  the  teachers,  while  they  regard  the  self 
as  in  itself  bliss.  Since  the  knowledge  of  the  self  is  open 
to  all,  and  since  by  that  knowledge  bliss  is  to  be  obtained, 
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WhSi  1,     P  ^'*fu'e°"\**."°*  ^  '^"d  a^  not  pessimistic. 
While,  however  the  Saifakhya  shares  with  them  the  belief  in 

2.on?T*  /•  '*^  of  freedom  being  obtained  in  the  course  of 

f^!M       •"k;-^''^  *\"'  ^^'  ^  ^^'^  pessimistic  side,  it  denies 

nuA"^  '^  n'  '"^  ^^^  '*^^^  °^  *^^  '■e'e^s^  spirit,  and  like 
Buddhism  dwells  on  the  reality  of  human  misery. 

«;3H,?K  i'^''^''*'^".™^**^  *°  *^"^  references  to  distinctively 
CM^dlaJ  Tl  '\*?^f  Upani^ads,  such  as  the 
CAando|ya  and  iht  Brhaddr any aka.  In  the  latter  text 
Inl'^t;-  ^  »  .  ™  ^'"S*  appears  beside  mind,  and  the 
suggestion   to   treat   it    as    meaning    psychic  apparatus* 

IJZ,'""'^^^'-  ^""^ ''  l^  ""^'^  '"^'•^  I'i^^^y  that  the^Lnse  is 
simply     bearing  a  characteristic  mark."     In  iv  4   13    a 

XJr^n  .f  %-" /^"'  ^/""'^'^  ^2,  ^aihkar;  ;ees'  a 
wST       ?'  ^^'^J'^r  ^°*^*""^  '"  *he  term  Asambhuti 

probability,  and  the  commentator,  Uvata,  declares  that  the 

^rtZ^     '^P^*  t;^«  ^^"eyers  in  Asambhuti.  destruction,  is 
directed  agamst  the  materialists.     The  statement  in  i,  4,15, 
of  the  Upan.?ad,  that  in  the  beginning  the  universe    was 
undiscriminated,  and  was  later  discriminated  by  lame  and 
form  IS  a  repetition  of  a  very  old  concept,  which  has  had 
s  share  in  moulding  the  Samkhya  concept  of  Prakrti,  but 
It  IS  not  specifically  Samkhya.     The  Chdndogya  Upanisad 
m  vii,  25,1  has  the  word.  Ahaiiikara,  but  uses  it  merely  as  a 
synonym  for  the  self,  Atman,  and  in  vii,  26,  2,  the  term 
Sattya  has  not  yet  the  technical  sense  of  one  of  the  three 
constituents  of  nature  which  belongs  to  it  in  the  Sariikhya. 
Wor  m  111,  19  IS  there  anything  specifically  Samkhya:  that 
paragraph  is  a  legend  of  the  origin  of  being  from  non-being, 
the  wming  into  existence  of  an  egg,  the  two  halves  of  which 
are  sky  and  earth,  and  from  which  the  sun  arises.     This 
form  of  creation  myth  is  of  importance  for  the  creation 
legends  seen  in  Manu  and  the  Puranas,  but  its  relation  to 
Samkhya  IS  merely  the  vague  one  that  it  contemplates  a 
process  of  production,  though  the  idea  of  not  being  as  prior 
to  being  IS  completely  contrary  to  the  developed  Saihkhya 

k  t  *  ^.u'^  ,^°F*"ne    is    not    clearly     known    to    anv    Uoaniaad 
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view,  which  does  not  regard  Prakrti,  when  unevolved,  as  not- 
being,  because  it  is  nothing  definite.  The  conception  of  the 
Upani§ad  version  with  that  of  the  cosmogonic  hymn,  Rgvedo. 
X,  129,  is  obvious,  but  here  also  we  have  only  an  idea  which 
later  is  in  part  adopted  by  the  Samkhya,  that  of  an 
unformed  primitive  matter.  More  importance  attaches  to  a 
passage  in  the  Atharvaveda  (x,  8,  43) 

The  lotus  flower  of  nine  doors. 
Covered  with  three  strands, 
What  prodigy  there  is  within  it. 
That  the  Brahman-knowcrs  know. 

The  human  body  with  its  nine  orifices  is  clearly  meant 
by  the  flower  with  nine  doors,  but  the  three  strands  present 
difficulties.  The  meaning  "  quality  "  is  not  proved  for  early 
Vedic  literature,  occurring  first  in  the  SQtras,  and  the  sense 
must  therefore  be  assumed  to  be  constituent  or  something 
similar,  the  reference  being  probably  to  the  hair,  skin  and 
nails.  If  the  reference  is  to  be  taken  as  to  the  constituents 
in  the  sense  of  the  Gunas  of  the  Samkhya  philosophy,*  it  is 
clear  that  the  expression  is  inaccurate,  since  the  three 
constituents  make  up  nature,  and  the  passage  would  say  that 
the  body  was  covered  with  nature,  instead  of  consisting  of 
nature.  An  attemptt  to  find  in  the  same  hymn  (x,  8,  39,  40) 
a  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  the  ages  of  the  world,  there 
being  periodic  destruction  and  reproduction,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  proved,  though  in  any  case  it  would  not  be  of 
any  value  as  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  Samkhya,  since 
the  idea  is  common  to  ail  the  systems. 

In  the  later  Upanisads,  such  as  the  Nrsimhatdpanlya, 
Garbha,  Culikd,  and  others,  clear  references  to  Samkhya 
doctrines  occur,  but  the  dates  of  these  Upanisads  are  far 
too  uncertain,  and  probably  late,  to  throw  any  light  on  the 
question  of  the  origin  or  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Samkhya. 

*  See  Whitney's  note  with  Lanman's  correction.  The  Guna 
theory  is  accepted  by  P.  OltT!Lma.Te,  L'histoire  dcs  Idecs  Theosophi- 
qucs,  I,  240,  241.     Cf.  below,  p.  48. 

t  See  II.  Jatobi,  Gutlinghchc  Gdehrtc  Anzcigen,  \>i95  p.  210. 
I  or  the  alleged  mention  in  the  Aitareya  Brdhmana.see  Macdonell  and 
Keith,  Vedtc  Index,  ii,  193. 


II. 

SAMKHYA  AND  BUDDHISM 

The  essential  fact  of  the  at^-ism  of  the  Saihkhya  system 
in  Its  classical  form  and  the  atheism  of  Buddhism  naturally 
raises  the  problem  whether  the  view  is  borrowed  by  the  one 
system  from  the  other.  There  is,  of  course,  no  a  priori 
reason  to  deny  the  possibility  of  such  borrowing;  in 
definitely  historical  times  there  was  clearly  a  lively  inter- 

s?h3,  •IJ'"'"'  Il'*Tr  Buddhism  and  the  Brahmanical 
schools    the  growth  of  logic  was  furthered  by  discoveries 
or  developments  now  by  the  one  side,  now  by  the  other,  and 
there  IS  striking  similarity  between  the  doctrine  of  void 
which  was  brought  into  special  prominence  bv  the  Buddhist 
Nagarjuna,  in  the  first  or  second  century  A.D.,  and   its 
developmem  into  the  Vijnanavada  of  Asanga,  probably  in  the 
fourth  century  AD.,  which  has  suggested  the  view*  ha?  the 
Illusion  theory  of  the  Vedanta,  which  has  attained  its  classical 
shape  in  the  doctrine  of  Samkara,  was  derived  from  Bud- 
fi,  .S  ^Jiu?^'"'*?  ^  ,'^^''>'  '™Portant  part  of  its  content.     But 
that  Buddhism  IS  the  source  of  the  Samkhya  is  most  im- 
tW  R  J/v.'-'"'^  *^^  divergence  of  the  two  systems  suggests 
that  Buddhism  represents  a  further  advance  in  the  disinte- 
gration of  the  earlier  philosophy  of  the  Upani?ads.     It  is 
true  tha  the  Samkhya  abandons  the  idea  of  the  existence  of 
the  absolute,  but  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  careful  to  retain 

Rn^^l-*  .»fP'"u  ^^^  °^  "^^"'■«;  the  doctrine  of 
Buddhism,  on  the  other  hand,  has  ...  effect  abandoned  these 
two  conceptions,  and  has  left  itself  with  only  the  fleetinc 
series  of  mental  states  as  a  quasi  reality,  from  which  the 
development  of  the  doctrine  of  the  void  is  a  natural  enough 
step.  It  is  impossible  to  prove,  and  certainlv  not  plausible 
to  believe,  that  from  so  developed  a  doctrine  as  that  of 

*  See  H.  Jacobi,  J.A.O.S.,  xxxiii,  Sl-54. 
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Buddhiam  there  could  nave  grown  the  Saihkhya,  which  is 
indeed  not  a  believer  in  the  absolute,  but  as  little  a  believer 
in  the  view  that  the  only  existing  principle  is  the  law  of 
movement,  which  in  essence  is  the  view  of  Buddhism. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  question  whether  the  Sartiichya  is 
the  source   of    Buddhism   is    one    of  peculiar   difficulty, 
since  the  classical  Saihkhya  is  only  attested  by  works  of  a 
much  later  date  than  the  origin  of  Buddhism  and,  even 
admitting  that  we  cannot  assign  the  doctrines  which  make 
up  the  philosophy  of  Buddhism  to  the   Buddha   himself, 
nevertheless  there  is  a  considerable  space  of  time  between  the 
records  of  the  two  doctrines.     There  is,  indeed,  in  the  epic 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Saihkhya  at   an  earlier 
period  than  in  the  Saihkhya  Karika,  but  the  doctrine  there 
cannot  be  definitely  ascribed  to  the  same  age  as  the  Buddhist 
metaphysics,  such  as  they  are.     Nor  can  it  be  denied  that 
there  is  the  possiblity  that  the  Sariikhya  and   Buddhism 
are  both  products  of  the  older  faith  of  the   Upanisads 
derived  from  it  without  the  direct  influence  of  the  other,  by 
the  laying  of  stress  on  one  or  other  of  the  elements  which'are 
contained   in  that   collection  of  various  points  of    view. 
There  is  certainly  no  difficulty  in  deriving  Buddhism  froni 
the  earlier  doctrines  of  the  Upanisads.     The  absolute  which 
is  produced  as  the  ultimate  ground  of  existence  is  clearly  very 
far  remote  from  knowledge,  and  the  possibility  of  knowing 
anything  of  it  is  denied.     The  self  which  is  the  chief  object 
of  interest  is  much  more  immediately  real,  and  the  essential 
thing  about  the  self  is  the  fact  that  it  suffers  transmigration 
according  to  the  law  of  action.     It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be 
wondered  at  if  there  can  arise  a  philosophy  which  is  largely 
indifferent  to  theoretic  questions,  as  first  enunciated  by  its 
founder,  which    is   concerned    with   the   essential    fact    of 
the  transmigration  of  the  actor,  and  which  indeed  goes  so 
far  as  to  deny  the  existence  of  any  soul  proper,  though  it 
substitutes  for  it  a  fairly  adequate  counterpart. 

The  only  means,  therefore,  of  proving  that  Buddhism  is 
really  depended  on  the  Samkhya  is  to  find  the  exisience  in 
some  important  Buddhist  doctrine  of  characteristics  which 
are  very  definitely  connected  with  the  Samkhva  and  which' 
if  not  necessarily  in  themselves  peculiarities  of  the  Samkhya 


i' 


22 


THE  SAMKHYA  SYSTEM 


■i  I 


IM 


school,  are  nevertheless  treated  by  it  in  a  special  manner 
The  attempt  to  bring  this  really  conclusive  form  of  argu- 
ment to  bear  has  been  made  by  Jacobi,*  who  has  sought  to 
hnd  in  the  series  of  twelve  principles,  which  are  used  in  the 
Buddhist  view  to  explain  the  causation   of  misery,  clear 
traces  of  their  derivation  from  the  evolution  series  of  the 
baihkhya.     The  elements  of  the  evolution   series  of  the 
Sariikhya  are  not  by  any  means  peculiar  to  that  system,  but 
the  order  of  evolution  and  the  stress  laid  on  the  evolution 
are  matters  of  great  importance.     Jacobi  further  strengthens 
his  position  by  the  argument    that    the  reference  in  the 
epic  to  the  two  systems  of  Samkhva  and  Yoga  as  two  and 
eternal  IS  a  clear  indication  that  at  the  time  of  the  epic, 
which  he  sets  not  later  than  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 
era,  the  systems  were  of  great  antiquity,  that  the  atmosphere 
of  thought  m  the  time  of  the  Buddha   was  filled  with 
Saihkhya  ideas,  and  that  the   Buddha  was   influenced  by 
these  ideas,  and  strove  in  his  own  system  to  produce  some 
formula  of  causation  which  would  be  suitable  to  serve  as  an 
explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  misery  which  the  Saihkhya 
and  his  own  system  so  strongly  affirmed.     He  also  points 
out    that    in    Asvaghosa's     Buddhacarita     we    have     an 
account  of  a  meeting  between  the  Buddha  and  his  former 
teacher,  Arada,  m  which  are  ascribed  to  the  latter  views 
which  resemble  those  of  the  Saihkhya,  as  modified  by  the 
^hef  m  the  personal  supreme  divinity  of  the  Visistadvaita 
Vedanta.      The  importance  of  this  episode,  if  we"  are  to 
credit     the     account    in     Asvaghosa,     would     be      that 
it    would     remove    the    most    serious    difficulty    in    the 
attempt  to  connect  with  the  Saiiikhya  the  system  of  Bud- 
dhism.    The  latter  has  no  trace  of  the  doctrine  of  the  three 
trunas,  or  constituents,  which  are  present  in  nature  and  all 
Its  products  according  to  the  Sariikhya,  and  therefore  if  it  is 
to  be  derived  from  the  Sariikhya  it  must  be  traced  to  a 
bamkhya  which  did  not  accept  the  doctrine  of  the  Gunas 
Now  the  account  given  of  Arada's  teachings  does  not  men- 
tion the  Gunas,  and  in  it  might  perhaps  be  seen  evidence 

j„  lt,^-^-^p-;  '"'  ^-^l'  N'ichrichten  von  den  Kdnigl.  Gesellschaft 
oTde^hfrfW  f"r?  ,^^"r*'«.  1896,  pp.  43ff.  For  criticisms  see 
Oldenberg,  5ttrff,Aar3rded.),  pp.  44.3ff;  Z.D.M.G.,  lii,  681-694. 
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of  the  existence  of  a  Siriikhya  which  did  not  know 
the  Gunas.'  It  is  cl-',  however,  that  this  argument 
cannot  safely  l)e  pressed:  the  historical  accuracy  of  the 
views  of  A5yagho§a  is  not  confirmed  by  the  information  we 
have  Arada  is  known  to  the  sacred  books  of  Buddhism 
but  his  doct«nes  are  never  set  out  in  any  way  correspor  Jna 
to  the  picture  of  him  in  ASvaghosa,  and  we  c.  anot 
therefore  say  that  the  account  in  ASvagho^a  has  any  value 
at  all,  not  merely  for  the  actual  teaching  of  Arada,  but  for 
the  existence  at  any  time  of  a  school  of  Saihkhya,  which 
denies  the  existence  of  the  Gunas.  It  may  be  doubted  if  any 
such  school  of  Sariikhya  ever  was  known. 

The  causal  series  of  Buddhism,  in  which  the  idea  of 
cause    IS    only    an    inaccurate    or    popular    expression, 
applicable  in  its  strictness  to  some  alone  of  the  members 
traces  the  miseries  of  existence  from  ignorance,  through  the 
bamskaras,    Vijnana,  name  and  form,  the  six  organs  of 
sense,  contact,  feeling,  desire,  clinging,  becoming,  birth,  to 
old  age  and  death.     The  series  is  of  very  curious  appearance : 
l!  TfJf  ^"'^^  ^^^"  declared  to  be  one  of  the  first  of  the 
iiuddha  s  discoveries,  and  to  be  a  late  conglomerate,  nor  in 
any  case  is  it  a  masterwork  of  expression  or  thought      In 
he  view  of  Jacobi  the  whole  refers  but  to  one  birth  and 
life.    The  last  element  takes  us  into  the  midst  of  the 
sorrow  of  existence,  which  is  explained  by  birth.     The  first 
ten  members  serve  to  explain  the  origin  of  birth,  and  are 
derived  »n  part  from  the  Samkhya  and  in  part  from  the 
Voga,  which  Buddha  well  knew  and  which  had  the  Saihkhya 
as  the  basis  of  its  philosophic  system.     Avidya,  ignorance, 
is  in  the  Sariikhya  and  the  Yoga  alike  the  cause  of   the 
binding  of  the  spirit.    It  consists  in  the  failure  to  realize  the 
external  distinction  of  spirit  and  nature.     In  Buddhism  it 
means  the  failure  to  realize  the  four  great  truths  concerning 
misery.     The  Sariiskaras  are  terms  of  Samkhya  and  Yoga 
expressing  the  impressions  made  upon  the  intellect  by  such 

h<.n*n"Pi"'^^"^  ^f '''"'"'■•''    '^"^  ^'^^''^'   Th6osophiques   i,  243-5) 
hn   w-i'''^/'",^"^''  "^""'""^   '«  ^  '^'"  accretion  to  the  Samkhya 
5^L?.;    "*  •^',''c",^i^  «^°""^"-     S"  ^'««  O-  Strauss.  Vienna  O™"  %al 
Xho       i  th^"""'  •         •  ''°  "**  °"*  '•''  ''^"•'y  °^  \ri.i!i'»  vie,.      0 
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activities  as  thinking,   feeling,  willing  and  action,  from 
which  in  due  course  other  phenomena  of  the  life  of  the 
soul    spring    forth.     The    Buddhist     conception     of    the 
Sariiskaras  is  a  varying  one,  but  it  is  sometimes  clearly 
analogous    in    character.       Name    and    form    are    to    Ijc 
considered  as  really  equivalent  to  the  principle  of  individua- 
tion, and  they  naturally  grow  out  of  Vijfiana,   which  is 
nothing  else  than  the  intv'llect  of  the  SSihkhya,  which  has 
Vijfiana  as  one  of  its  functions.     Moreover,  the  derivate 
character  of  the  Buddhist  system  shows  itself  ver>'  clearly  in 
the  fact  that  both  for  ignorance  and  for  the  Sarii.skaras  an 
intellect  must  be  assumed,  which  it  merely  admits  after  the 
SaihskSras  in  the  form  of  Vijii5na.     From  individuation 
the  Sariikhya  allows,  on  the  one  hand,  the  organs  of  sen.se 
and  the  fine  elements,  irom  which  are  developed  the  gross 
elements,   to  arise.    This    is    rendered    plausible    by    the 
cosmic  principle  of  individuation  for  each  world  period,  but 
in  the  Buddhist  series  from  individuation,   as  name   and 
form,  the  senses  and  their  objects  are  derived  simply  and 
without  any  justification  as  regards   the  derivation  of  the 
gross  world  from  the  individual.     The  next  element  in  the 
Buddhist  series,  contact,  is  the  contact  of  the  senses  and 
their  objects  which  is    recognized    in  the  Sariikhya- Yoga : 
from  it  results  the  feeling  of  pleasure  or  the  reverse,  which  is 
the  sc. Tie   as  the   feeling  of  the  Buddhist   scries.      From 
feeling  arises  desire  according  to  both  theories:  from  desire 
the  motive  to  rebirth  or  becoming,  which  in  the  Sariikhya- 
Yoga  is  termed  Adrsta,  or   Dharmadharmau,  and    in    the 
Buddhist  Upadana,  clinging. 

The  evidence  of  dependence  is  clearly  somewhat  lacking 
in  cogency,  even  on  the  theory  of  the  causal  series  adopted 
by  Jacobi,  as  regards  certain  of  the  points.  Moreover,  the 
series  is  interpreted,  on  the  basis  of  the  oldest  Buddhist 
texts  very  differently  by  Oldenberg.*  He  lays  stress  on  the 
fact  tnat  Vijfiana  is  conceived  as  coming  into  existence  at 
the  time  of  conception  as  a  result  of  the  Sariiskaras,  or 
impressions,  which  have  been  formed  in  the  mind  through 
ignorance  in  u  former  birth.     With  \'ijnana  come  into  being 

*  Buddha  (5th  ed.),  pp.  257-295. 
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name  and  form,  the  hitter  l)cinR  definitely  the  corporeal  side 
of  the  future  being,  while  name  hints  at  the  personality. 
From  name  and  form  we  are  led  from  experience  of  the  world 
through  the  senses  to  the  desire,  which  leads  to  clinging  to 
life,  and  thence  to  a  further  rebirth,  the  series  thus 
illogically  including  a  second  rebirth,  which  is  traced  to 
different  causes,  but  the  main  idea  being  merely  to  show  the 
connection  of  misery  with  life.  An  attempt  to  save  the 
theory  from  the  grave  error  of  bringing  birth  twice  in  is 
made  ljy  Oltramare,*  who  argues  that  the  matter  is 
confined  to  an  explanation  of  the  existence  of  misery,  based 
on  the  arguments  that  man  is  miserable  because  he  exists 
through  being  l>orn :  he  is  born  because  he  belongs  to  the 
world  of  becoming:  he  belongs  to  that  world  because  he 
nourishes  existence  in  himself:  this  he  docs  because  he  has 
desires:  he  has  desires  because  he  has  sensations:  he  has 
sensations  because  he  comes  into  contact  with  the  external 
world:  this  he  does  t>ecause  he  has  senses,  which  act: 
the  senses  act  because  he  opposes  himself  as  individual  to 
the  nonself ;  this  again  he  does  because  his  consciousness  is 
imbued  with  the  idea  of  individuality:  this  again  comes 
from  former  experiences,  which  in  their  turn  are  derived 
from  the  lack  of  the  correct  knowledge.  This  is  a  tempting 
suggestion,  but  it  is  open  to  the  serious  objection  that  it 
goes  a  good  deal  beyond  what  is  recorded,  and  introduces 
in  all  probability  too  refined  a  psychology.  Deussent  goes 
so  far  as  to  hold  that  the  system  is  the  conglomeration  of 
two  quite  different  elements:  the  last  group  of  members 
from  desire  onwards  is  a  formulation  of  the  ground  of  the 
origin  of  misery :  the  group  from  the  second  to  the  seventh 
explains  psychologically  the  growth  of  the  eighth,  desire, 
while  the  conception  of  ignorance  is  borrowed  from  the 
Vedanta  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  series. 

The  only  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  evidence 
is  that  some  of  the  conceptions  of  Buddhism  are  very  closely 

♦  La  formulc  bouddhiquc  des  Dome  Causes  (Geneva,  1909). 

i  AUgemine  Gcschickte  drr  Philosophic,  I,  iii,  164-168.  His 
view  is  that  Vijfiana  is  cosmic  and  produces  all  reality.  Cf.  M. 
Walleser,  Die  philosophischc  Grundlage  des  alteren  'Buddhismus,  pp. 
49ff.,  but  see  Oldenberg,  Buddha,  p.  263  n.  1. 
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allied  to  thoM  of  the  Slrtikhya.     The   most   important 
correspondence  is  that  in  the  conception  of  the  relation  of 
iporance  and  the  Sartisk&ras,  the  impressions  thus  left  on 
the  mind,  which  cause  it  in  the  view  of  the  Sirnlihya  to 
attain  ever  new  births,  until  at  last  the  true  knowledge  is 
reached,  and  there  ceases  to  be  the  possibility  of  rebirth,  as 
the  source  being  cut  away  no  more  impressions  can   be 
fomed.    This  conception  corresponds  very  closely  with  the 
Buddhist,  and  the  use  of  the  term  Sartskiras,  which  is  not 
a  very  natural  one,  possibly  points  to  direct  borrowing. 
A  second  similarity  of  great  importance  is  the  precise 
correspondence  of  the  two  ideas,  of  the  Sftrtikhya  that  the 
essential  knowledge  is  to  realize  that  anything  empiric  is 
not  I,  and  of  the  Buddhist  that  it  is  essential  to  free  oneself 
from  the  delusion  that  there  is  anything  which  is  or  belongs 
to  the  self.     A  further  point  of  close  similarity  is  the  fact 
that  both  systems  lay  great  stress  on   the  conception  of 
causality,  and  that  they  devote  deep  consideration  to  the 
nature  of  the  world-process,  though  there  is  a  great  distinction 
between  the  Buddhist   resolution  of  it   into  a  series  of 
impressions  determined  causally  and  the  SSriikhya  concep- 
tion of  nature.     Here,  too,  may  be  mentioned  the  definite 
correspondence  between  the  four  truths  of  the  Buddhist 
system  and  the  fourfold  division  of  the  doctrine  of  final 
release  in  the  Sfimkhya-Yoga.     The  latter  falls  under  the 
heads  cf  that  from  which  final  release  is  to  be  soupht,  final 
release,  the  cause  of  that  from  which  release  is  to  fje  sought, 
and  the  means  to  attain  release,  which  are  compared  with 
the  medical  heads  of  disease,  health,  the  cause  of  disease, 
and  heahng.     The  four  Buddhist  truths  are  misery,  the 
origin  of  misery,  the  removal  of  misery,  and  the  means  to 
Its  removal,  which  in  one  Buddhist  text  are  compared  with 
disease,   its   origin,   its    healing    and    the    prevention    of 
recurrence,  but  the  similarity  is  not  conclusive  of  borrowing 
Yet  a  further  striking  parallelism  with  the  Saihkhya  is  the 
attitude  of  Buddhism  towards  the  end  of  endeavour.     It  is 
perfectly  plain  that  this  is  not  looked  upon  as  annihilation, 
however  clear  it  is  that  it  is  metaphysically  nothing  else- 
the  doctrine  of  the  Buddha  is  full  of  the  savour  of  NirvSna, 
and  the  repeated  occurrence  of  that  term  in  the  epic  suggests 


SAMKUYA  AND  BUDDHISM 


27 


that  the  expression  was  borrowed  from  the  Brahmanical 
speculations  by  the  Buddhists.  Similarly  in  the  case  of 
the  S&rtikhya,  though  the  attainment  of  knowledge  would 
really  be  the  end  of  all  real  existence  and  nothingness,  it  is 
expressly  recorded  that  this  is  not  the  aim  of  the  seekers 
after  the  true  knowledge,  who  on  the  contrary  attain 
isolation  a?  something  in  itself  enduring  and  perfect. 

These  points,  as  well  as  the  common  possession  of  the 
rejection  of  the  absolute,  are  striking,  but  at  the  same  time 
it  must  be  remembered  that,  in  addition  to  the  absence  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Gunas,  there  is  one  other  case  of  the 
first  importance  in  which  the  Samkhya  is  very  different 
from,  and  more  advanced  than.  Buddhism.      The  Samkhya 
gr<es  to  the  logical  extreme,  in  its  treatment  of  the  difference 
between  spirit  and  all  else,  of  attributing  the  whole  of  the 
apparent  empiric  existence  to  the  activity  of  nature,  though 
that  activity  is  only  conscious  by  the  union  of  na  are  with 
spirit.     It  therefore  postulates  that  there  is  no  real  union  of 
spirit  and  nature:  and  in  this  result  it  is  quite  logical,  but, 
of  course,  at  the  same  time  it  brings  about  its  own  refutation 
since,  if  there  is  no  union,  there  can  lie  no  release.     In  the 
Buddhist  view  the  release  is  regarded  as  a  real  one,  not 
as  something  which  is  unreal  and   unconnected  with   the 
substitute  for  self  in  Buddhism.     Nor  has  Buddhism  any 
of  the  imagery  by  which  nature  is  represented  as  a  dancer 
performing  for  the  benefit  of  spirit,  or  the  union  of  spirit 
and  nature  is  regarded  as  the  union  of  the  lame  and  the 
blind.     In  this  and  in  its  elaborate  series  of  psychological 
conceptions,  it  is  clear  that  the  Samkhya  as  we  know  it  is 
far  more  advanced  than  Buddhism. 

It  seems  best,  therefore,  to  draw  the  conclusion  that 
Buddhism  did  not  draw  its  inspiration  from  the  Samkhya 
m  the  form  in  which  it  appears  even  in  the  epic,  for  there 
the  doctrine  of  the  isolation  of  spirit  and  nature  and  of  the 
three  Gunas  is  fully  and  completely  evolved.  We  have 
mdeed  no  means  to  assert  that  the  Sarhkhya  or  its  closely 
related  Yoga  may  not  have  existed  in  gradually  changing 
shapes  long  before  it  assumed  its  epic  form,  and  that  there 
may  not  have  existed  a  variety  of  its  development  which 
directly  affected  the  growth  of  Buddhism.     But  we  have  no 


28 


THE  SAMKHYA  SYSTEM 


f 


means  to  reconstruct  this  stage  of  Sariikhya,  nor  can  we  say 
whether  there  ever  was  a  system  under  that  name  without 
the  Gunas:  the  period  from  the  Upanisads  to  the  epic 
Saihkhya  is  a  long  one,  and  must  have  been  marked  by  much 
intellectual  activity,  one  form  of  which  may  have  been 
a  doctrine  which  cannot  definitely  be  raine'.'  Siiiikhya,  and 
from  which  both  Samkhya  and  Bu  uihism  an-  1.  rived. 
That  such  an  atheist  doctrine  should  .av.-  Ijcen  evuved  at 
an  early  date  is  not  in  the  slighte  t  J<^g;ree  w(  .iderful. 
There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  pieuiifu^  supply 
of  heretical  doctrines  in  India  from  an  early  date,  and  an 
atheist  philosophy*  can  have  hardly  l)een  ojien  to  more 
serious  objection  than  an  idealism  which  placed  all  reality 
in  an  incomprehensible  absolute,  and  insisted  that  all  real 
things  were  a  mere  illusion,  f 

♦  The  Minariisa  is  atheistic  indeed,  hut  it  as  a  philosophy  was 
doubtless  held  to  be  supplemented  by  the  Vedanta.  Nevcrtheles.s, 
however,  it  shows  that  atheism  was  not  wholly  un  Indian.  Cf. 
Ganganath  Jha,  The  Prabhukara  System  of  Purva  Mlmamsa,  pp. 
85-8. 

t  There  is,  of  course,  abundant  later  evidence  of  the  knowledfie 
of  Buddhist  teachers  of  Samkhya,  as  in  the  case  of  Nugarjuna  (J.  H. 
Woods,  Yofia  System  of  Pntunjali,  p.  xviii).  That  the  .Samkhya 
system  was  known  to  the  Diaha  Nikayn  is  disproved  by  Rhys  Davids, 
American  Lectures  on  Huddhism,  pp  2.Sff. 
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III. 

THE   PHILOSOPHY  OF   THE  GREAT   EPIC. 
AND  THE   ORIGIN   OF   SAMKHYA 

The  process  by  which  the  Bharatan  epic  grew  into  the 
vast  text-book  of  ethics  and  philosophy  as  well  as  of 
statecraft  and  strategy  must  have  occupied  some  centuries, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  philosophical 
portions  were  by  no  means  the  first  to  be  added.  The  four 
main  sections  of  philosophic  import  are  the  Sanatsiiidta- 
parvan  of  the  fifth  book  (chapters  40-45),  the  Bhagavadgltd 
m  the  sixth  book  (chapters  25-42),  the  Moksadharma  in 
the  twelfth  book  (chapters  174-367),  and  the  Anugitd  in 
the  fourteenth  book  (chapters  16-51).  Of  these  the 
Bhagavadgltd  is  beyond  doubt  or  question  the  oldest, 
a  fact  which  is  clearly  attested  by  metre  and  language  alike] 
and  even  its  date  is  very  doubtful.  The  latest  attempt  to 
estimate  it  is  that  made  by  Sir  R.  G.  Bhandarkar,*  who 
bases  on  the  fact  that  the  Bhagavadgltd  does  not  recognize 
the  Vyuhas  of  the  deity,  Samkarsana,  Pradyumna  and 
Aniruddha,  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bhagavadgltd 
dating  from  at  least  the  fourth  century  B.C.  But  the 
argument  will  not  bear  investigation,  since  it  rests  only  on 
the  view  that  the  Bhagavadgltd  must  have  accepted  and 
mentioned  that  portion  of  the  Bhagavata  doctrine,  had  it 
been  in  existence  at  the  time  when  the  Bhagavadgltd 
was  finally  redacted,  and  this  assumption  has  not  any 
justification.  A  very  different  result  would  be  obtained  if 
we  were  to  accept  the  theory  that  the  Bhagavadgltd  shows 
clear  traces  of  the  influence  of  the  Christian  Gospels,  but 
that   theory  rests   merely  on   similarities   of   thought   and 

lo^t^'^'"^"''"''"'"'  '^<""^"'"  ""'^  ^'«<"'  Religious  Systems  (Strassburg, 
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language  which  may  have  their  source  merely  ir  the 
essential  similarity  of  human  t'  ought.*  Assuming  that  the 
Bhagavadgitd  is  of  independent  Indian  origin,  Garbet 
has  endeavoured  to  show  that  it  was  originally  a  theistic 
tract,  with  a  philosophical  basis  in  the  Samkhya-Yoga 
system,  and  in  this  form  belongs  to  the  early  part  of  the 
second  century  B.C.,  while  in  its  present  form,  in  which  it 
has  been  affected  by  Vedantism,  it  belongs  to  the  second 
century  A.D.  But  part  of  his  argument  rested  on  the 
theory  that  the  reputed  founder  of  the  Yoga  Sutra,  Pataiijali, 
was  identical  with  the  grammarian,  and  therefore  belonged 
to  the  second  century  B.C.,  and  with  the  disappearance  of 
this  doctrine|  his  earlier  date  becomes  extremely  improbable. 
We  are,  therefore,  left  to  conclude  that  the  Bhagavadgitd  as 
we  have  it  is  probably  not  later  than  the  second  century 
A.D.,  though  even  for  that  date  there  is  no  absolutely 
cogent  proof.  In  any  case,  it  may  be  assumed  that  its 
material  is  often  older,  and  the  same  considerations  apply 
to  the  other  philosophical  portions  of  the  Mahdbhdrata. 

The  philosophy  presented  by  the  epic  in  the  form  which 
we  have  it  is  a  conglomerate  of  very  different  views,  and, 
what  is  most  important,  of  very  different  views  repeated  in 
immediate  proximity  to  one  another  without  any  apparent 
sense  of  their  incongruity.  There  is,  however,  one  decided 
characteristic  which  holds  good  '  'ie  epic  philosophy, 
and  that  is  its  theistic  tinge,  which  ,  itly  intrudes,  and 

which  is  natural  in  an  epic  which  h.  .  far  more  popular 
appeal  than  had  the  more  philosophical  speculations  which 
are  here  and  there  referred  to  in  it.  Hence  we  need  not  be 
surprised  that  the  idealistic  interpretation  of  the  Upanisads, 
which  seems  in  all  empiric  reality  nothing  but  the  self- 
illusion  of  the  Brahman,  is  represented  only  in  the  feeblest 
degree  in  the  epic,  and  that  there  is  no  passage  there  which 
can  fairly  be  set  beside  the  bold  declaration  of  the 
Svetdsvatara   Upani^ad   (iv,  10)  th^     i-ture  is  nothing  but 


*  See  Garbe, /«(/)>«  und    das   Chriy'-ntuiH    (Tubingen.  191''). 
pp.  253-258. 

t  Die  Bhagavadgitd  (Leipzig,  1905),  p,.,  58-64. 

t  See  H.  Tacobi  J.A.O.S.,  x.xxi,  24-29;  below,  pp.  56,  57. 
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illusion,  Maya.  On  the  other  hand,  the  epic  has  often  the 
doctrine  of  the  development  of  the  whole  universe  as 
a  reality  from  the  Brahman.  Thus  the  self  is  said  (xii, 
285,  40)  to  send  out  from  itself  the  Gunas,  the  constituents 
of  nature,  as  a  spider  emits  a  web,  and  the  same  idea  of 
the  productive  activity  of  the  Brahman  is  found  in  other 
shapes.  Characteristic  of  this  strain  oi'  thought,  and 
linking  it  closely  with  the  Brahmana  tradition,  is  the 
statement  (xii,  311,3)  that  from  the  Brahman  was  created 
the  god  Brahman,  who  sprang  forth  from  a  golden  egg,  and 
that  this  forms  the  body  for  all  creatures. 

But  in  addition  to  this  view,  in  which  we  have  still  al. 
derived  from  one  principle,  there  arises  to  prominence  the 
view  that  nature  is  other  than  the  self,  which  in  this  aspect 
■'i  begins  to  receive    frequently   the    designation    of    spirit, 

:|  Purusa,  though  it  is  still  conceived  as  cosmic.      Thus  we 

I  learn  that  nature  creates,  but  under  the  control  of  spirit 

I  (xii,  314,  12),  or  that  spirit  impels  to  activity  the  creative 

I  elements,  and  is  therefore  akin  to  them  (xii,  315,  8).     The 

1  question  of  the  unity  of  spirit   and   reality  is  expressly 

stated  and  denied  in  the  Anugitd  (xiv,'  48,  6),  and 
elsewhere  (xii,  222,  15,  16)  it  is  expresslv  stated  that  all 
activity  rests  in  nature,  that  spirit  is  never  active  and  that 
It  is  merely  delusion  when  spirit  considers  itself  active,  and 
it  is  made  clear  that  spirit  is  not  one  only.  The  distinciion 
of  spirit  as  inactive  and  nature  a<;  all-productive  is 
recognized  in  the  Bhagavadgita  (vi,  37,  19,  29),  and  is 
often  emphasized,  though  in  other  places  the  idea  is  found 
that  while  creation  and  destruction  are  the  work  of  nature, 
still  nature  is  really  an  emanation  from  the  spirit,  into 
which  it  resolves  itself  from  time  to  time  (xii,  303,  3 Iff). 

The  result  of  the  development  which  transfers  all 
activity  to  nature  and  denies  it  to  spirit  is  to  make  the 
latter  the  subject  of  knowledge  only,  that  is,  to  make  spirit 
a  synonym  for  the  abstraction  of  subject  from  object  in 
conciousness,  an  idea  which  is,  of  course,  expressed  among 
other  conceptions  in  the  Brhaddranyaka  Upanisad   (ii,  4, 

^u'  J—'  ^'  ^^'  ^'  ^^^'  ^"  *^^  Anugitd  (xi,  50,  8£f)' 
the  distinction  of  nature  and  of  spirit  as  object  and 
subject  IS  expressed   in    the    clearest   manner,    and    the 
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subject  is  declared  to  be  free  from  any  contrasts,  without 
parts,  eternal,  and  essentially  unconnected  with  the  three 
constituents  which  make  up  nature.     In  this  passage  and 
elsewhere  the  spirit  is   described   as  the    Ksetra-jna,  the 
knower  of  the  place,  as  opposed  to  the  Ksetra,  the  body, 
and  the  relation  of  the  two  is  described  in  terms  which  show 
that  all  activity  belongs  to  the  empiric  self,  while  the  real 
spirit  is  a  mere  spectator  (xii,  194).     In  this  aspect  spirit  is 
set  over  against   '  "  twenty-four  principles  of  nature  as  the 
twenty-fifth,  the  .^rmer  being  the  objects  of,  the  latter  the 
subject  of,  knowledge  (xii,  306,  39,  40).     But  the  relation 
of  these  two  principles   is  not  detailed:   it  is  a  mystery 
which  is  therefore  expressed  in  vague  terras,  such  as  the 
binding   of  spirit   in  nature,  or   again   it   is   said  in   the 
Anugitd    (xiv,  50,  14)  that  spirit  uses  nature  as  a  lamp 
with  which  it  enters  the  darkness:  the  two  are  connected 
like  the  fly  and  the  fig  leaf,  the  fish  and  water.     But  it  is 
perfectly    clear    thn    final     release    comes    through    the 
recognition  of  the  fundamental  distinction  of  the  spirit  and 
nature;  on  this  being  attained  all  intermixture  with  nature 
ceases  for  spirit  (xii,  307,  20). 

On  the  other  hand,  i)eside  this  enumeration  of  twent)- 
five  principles,  which  entirely  declines  to    recognize    the 
existence  of  any  personal  deity  and  recognizes  a  multitude 
of  individual  spirits,  thers  stands  a  view  which   adds   :. 
twenty-sixth    principle.       When    the    spirit    realizes     its 
distinction  from  nature,  and  attains  enlightenment,  it,  as  free 
from  the  Guiias,  recognizes  nature  as  possessing  the  Gunas 
and  unspiritual,  and  it  becomes  one  with  the  absolute,  thus 
attaining  its   own   true   self,    free    from    empiric    realitv, 
uuageing  and  immortal.     In  this  condition,  as  all  duality 
has  disappeared,  the  spirit  ceases  to  have  knowledge,  which 
is  essentially  a  result  of  multiplicity.     From  this  point  of 
view  also  it  is  possible  to  give  an  answer  to  the  insistent 
problem   of   the   number   of  souls,    and   to    overcome   the 
discrepancy  between  the  views  of  multiplicity  and  of  unity. 
The  souls  so  long  as  they  are  in   union  with  nature  are 
numerous,  but  as  soon  as  they  realize  their  distinction  from 
nature,  they  fall   back    into    the    twenty-sixth    principle, 
which  is  the  inner  self  of  all  corporeal  beings,  the  onlooker, 
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free  from  the  Gunas,  which  can  be  seen  by  no  one  who  is 
connected  with  the  Gunas  (xii,  350,  25,  26;  351,  2-4). 
The  holders  of  this  view  represent  the  Yo^a  of  the  epic,  as 
the  maintainers  of  the  twenty-five  principles  alone  represent 
the  Saihkhya  school.  The  statement  is  several  times  made 
that  the  two  schemes  lead  to  one  end  and  are  not 
f  mdamentally  different,  but  this  claim  is  made  only  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Yoga,  and  its  inaccuracy  is 
expre-^sly  shown  by  the  discussion  in  xii,  300,  where  the 
differences  of  the  two  systems  are  found  to  lie  in  the  fact 
that  the  Samkhva  disowns  an  Isvara,  while  the  Yoga 
accepts  one;  and  the  Sariikh)a  relies  on  reasoning,  while  the 
Yoga  relies  on  the  direct  perception  of  the  devotee.  This 
passage  is  of  importance  also  in  showing  the  original  force 
of  the  terms  Samkhya  and  Yoga :  the  first  must  refer  not 
merely  to  the  enumeration  of  principles  but  to  reflective 
reasoning,  while  Yoga  denotes  religious  practices,  and  in 
special  the  striving  after  the  ideal  of  freedom  by  means  of 
the  adoption  of  various  devices  to  secure  mental  exaltation 
and  the  severance  of  mind  from  things  of  sense. 

The  tendency  to  obliterate  the  distinction  of  Sariikhya 
and  Yog  by  insisting  on  their  common  goal,  and  to  remc  e 
the  disti...:tion  between  them  and  the  more  orthouox 
Upanisad  doctrine  by  attributing  to  the  Yoga  the  Brahman 
as  the  twenty-sixth  principle,  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
tendency  of  the  epic  to  see  in  all  the  philosopi- '"  doctrines 
merely  variations  of  the  Brahman  doctrine  of  the  Jpanisads. 
From  the  religious  side  of  the  epic,  the  Samkhya  system  is 
strangely  taken  up  into  the  Bliagavata  faith  'by  the 
equation  of  the  four  Vyuhas  of  the  supreme  spirit  Vishnu  to 
four  of  the  principles  of  the  Saiiikhya  philosophy.  Thus 
Vasudeva  is  equated  to  spirit,  Saiiikarsana  to  the  individual 
soul,  Pradyumna  to  mipf'  and  Aniruddha  to  individuation. 
The  last  three  emanate  each  from  his  predecessor,  and  from 
Aniruddha  comes  Brahman,  and  from  him  the  created  world. 
The  wise  reach  ih^  unity  with  the  highest  by  the  way  of 
return  through  Aniruddha,  Pradyumna  and  Samkarsana  to 
Vasudeva,  and  it  is  expressly  'stated  that  the  Saiiikhyas 
as  well  as  the  Bhagavatas  hold  this  belief.  In  the 
Bhagavddgtta   itself   the   unity  of  Samkhya  and  Yoga  is 
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insisted  upon,  and  the  Sariikhya  doctrine  is,  at  least  in 
the  poem  as  it  now  stands,*  overlaid  by  the  twofold 
doctrine  that  both  spirit  and  nature  are  ultimately  derived 
from  the  one  and  the  same  source,  which,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Vedanta,  is  the  Brahman,  but  from  the  religious 
point  of  view  is  Krsna. 

In    addition    to '  the    exposition    of    the    fundamental 
principle  of    the    Sariikhya,    the    difference    between    the 
subject  and  the  object,  there  is  fend  already  in  the  epic 
many  of  the  elements  which  make  up  the  classical  system. 
Nature  is  repeatedly  declared  to  consist  of  three  constituents, 
battva.  Rajas  and  Tamas,  which  are  called  Gunas,  a  term 
found  m    the   Upanisads  not  before  the  late  'Maiirdyam 
(IV,  .i ;  V,  2).     In  the  Anugitd  stress  is  laid  on  the  fact  that 
hese  three  constituents  are  present  throughout  all  things, 
though  m  different  degree.      The  three  Gunas  are  often 
regarded  as  the  fetters  of  the  souls,  since  they  represent 
"irfi'     u  """^  ,^»^''sion  of  men  given  in  xii,  348,  presents  us 
with  the  three  classes  of  Sattvikas  in  which  the  quality  of 
goodness   prevails     Vyamisras    in   whom   the   Rajas    and 
1  araas,  desire  and  indifference,  elements  are  mixed  with 
goodness,   and  the  Vaikarikas,   in   whom  the   quality    of 
indifference  prevails  throughout,  and  who,  indeed,  with  a 
natural  inconsistence  from  the  normal  doctrine,  are  declared 
to  be  devoid  of  any  portion  of  goodness.     A  doctrine  of  the 
Classic  bamkhya  occurs  not  rarely,  according  to  which  the 
qualities  of  goodness,  desire  and  indifference  are  character- 
istic of  the  worlds  of  the  gods,  of  men  and  of  beasts  and 
plants,    respectively,     and     the     Anugitd     (xiv,     36-38) 
distinguishes  three  classes  of  beings  according  as  through 
goodness  they  advance  upwards  to  the  world  of  the  gods 
or  through  desire  remain  in  the  world  of  men,  or  through 
indifference  descend  to  the  world  of  beasts  and  plants 

From  nature,  in  the  Sariikhva  of  the  epic  as  in  the 
Classical  Samkhya,  are  derived  the  various  portions  of  the 
empiric  world,  but  on  this  subject  there  prevails  in  the  epic 
an  abundant   profusion  of  views.      It  is  clear  that   the 


*  And  perhaps  ab  initio,  see  E. 
pp.  384-389. 
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reflective  spirit  greatly  occupied  itself  in  devising  enumera- 
tions of  the  portions  of  the  self:  eight  was  a  favourite 
number,  but  the  elements  of  the  eight  differ.  Thus  in  one 
version  they  are  the  five  senses,  mind,  intellect  and  the 
spirit,  as  K§etrajiia  (xii,  248,  17),  in  another  for  the  spirit, 
Citta,  thought,  is  substituted,  and  the  spirit  is  reckoned  as  a 
ninth  element  (xii,  275,  16,  18).  Even  such  an  absurdity 
is  achieved  as  when  a  complex  of  fifteen  is  made  up  of 
spirit,  nature,  intellect,  individuation  in  two  forms,  as 
Ahaihkara,  and  Abhimana,  the  senses,  and  their  objects,  and 
the  whole  complex  including  spirit  is  derived  from  nature. 
In  xii,  313,  however,  we  find  enumerated,  as  derived  from 
nature,  the  five  organs  of  i)erception,  the  five  organs  of 
action,  mind,  individuation,  and  intellect,  which  in  its 
substance  corresponds  with  the  products  of  the  classical 
Sarhkhya.  A  nearer  approach  to  the  later  doctrine 
is,  however,  to  be  found  in  the  Anuii'itd  (xiv,  40-42), 
where  the  order  of  development  and  not  merely  the 
results  is  given:  from  the  unevolved  is  produced  the 
great  self,  from  it  individuation,  from  it  the  five  .loments, 
from  them,  on  the  one  hand,  the  qualities  of  sound,  etc.,  and 
on  the  other  the  five  vital  airs,  while  from  individuation 
arise  the  eleven  organs  of  sense,  five  of  perception,  five  of 
action  and  mind. 

In  the  epic  the  three  entities,  intellect,  individuation  and 
mind,  have  all  often  a  fully  cosmic  function:  they  are 
natural  expressions  for  the  activity  of  a  personal  creator, 
whether  developed  or  not  from  the  Brahman,  and  as  we 
have  seen  are  adopted  in  this  sense  by  the  Bhagavatas  in 
the  series  of  Samkarsana,  Pradyumma  and  Aniruddha, 
though  in  that  series  mird  and  Pradyumna  rank  above 
individuation  and  Aniruddha.  The  distinction,  however, 
between  intellect  and  individuation  is  a  slight  one,  and  is  not 
normally  made :  rather  it  is  assumed  that  intellect  per  se  involves 
individuation,  and  when  both  terms  occur  it  must  be  held  that 
we  have  a  result  of  a  further  process  of  analysis.  Beside  the 
cosmic  function  of  these  powers  they  figure  largely  in  epic 
psychology.  The  principle  of  individuation  passes  for  a 
factor  in  will,  and  at  other  times  describes  the  function  of 
attention :  it  is  even  by  a  false  al)straction  further  subdivid- 
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.he  organ,  ot  ^^ionlV^'JTS^^lT'"  •"""''''? 

all.*     Other  frms  1?.^*  '■''°^"'''  *^"  ^'"^  ^^^'"^"ts  a 

*  ^^^  ^  Strauss.  F»VM«a  Oriental  Journal  xxvii  Pi?  975       u 
however,  overstates  the  case.  j<Jtrnai,  xxvu,  ^S7-275,  who, 
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The  absence  of  the  fine  elemc  Us,  Tanmatras,  from  the 
epic,  results  m  a  different  position  in  the  series  of  evolution 
for  the  gross  elements.     Occasionally  these    are    derived 
directly  from  the  absolute  being,  following  the  doctrine  of 
the  laittmya  Upani?ad  (ii,  1),  or  from  mind,  but  their 
normal  source  is  the  principle  of  individuation.     From  the 
gross  elements  spring  their  Vi§e.sas,  distinctions,  the  term 
given  to  the  specific  qualities  which  they  possess.     In  the 
classical    Samkhya    the    introduction    of    the    Tanmatras 
reduces  the  gross  elements  to  an  inferior  position :  the  fine 
elements  are  without  distinction,  Avi§e?a,  probably  because 
each  element  consists  of  its  own  nature  alone,  while  the 
gross   elements    now    themselves    bear    the    term    Visesas 
apparently  because  they  each  contain  portions  of  the  others. 
1  his  theory  of  the  mixing  of  elements  is  found  in  the  epic, 
but  there  IS  also  found  the  very  different  theory   b/  which 
the  elements,  as  in  the  Taittiriya  Upani?ad  arise  each  from 
the  less  complex,  the  lowest,  the  ether,  with  one  quality,  and 
the  highest,  earth,  with  five. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  close  affinity  in  many  respects 
of  the  classical  Samkhya  and  the  epic  philosophy  that  the 
vital  airs,  Pranas,  are  of  comparatively  little  importance  in 
the  latter:  the  former  reduces  them  to  the  united  working  of 
mind  and  the  senses,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Vedanta 
preserves  them  as  independent  elements,  and  attributes  to  them 
the  function  of  preserving  the  vegetative  life.  The  epic 
mentions  them  often  enough,  but  its  accounts  are  too  con- 
fused to  allow  of  any  clear  idea  of  their  '  ■  :tion  or  of  the 
value  attributed  to  the  five  varieties,  Prana,  Apana,  Samana, 
Udana,  and  Vyana.  Similarly,  the  epic  makes  little  of  the 
conception  Jiva,  soul,  which  resolves  itself  either  into  the 
Atman  with  the  psychic  organs  of  the  Vedanta,  or  the  spirit 
with  Its  psychic  apparatus  in  the  Sariikhya. 

In  the  ethics  of  the  epic  there  prevails  even  greater 
variety  of  doctrine  than  in  the  more  metaphysical  views, 
lae  doctrine  of  transmigration  and  the  theory  that  all  action 
IS  strictly  conditioned  by  action  in  a  previous  life  is  miti- 
gated and  interfered  with-  by  the  doctrine  of  human  action 

*  See  E.  W.  Hopkins,  J.R.A.S.,  1906,  pp.  581-593. 
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and  frie-will,  and  is  further  complicated  by  the  belief  in  the 
Mving  power  of  devotion  to  Cod,  and  his  power  to  help. 
1  he  fate  of  the  souls  on  death  is  described  more  or  less 
closely  m  accord  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Upani^ads:  there 
IS  the  way  of  the  gods,  which  leads  to  the  world  of  Brahman 
and  to  freedom  from  transmigration;  there  is  the  way  of 
the  fathers,  which  is  the  fruit  of  good  deeds  and  leads  back 
to  rebirth  on  earth;  there  is  the  third  place,  rebirth  as  a  beast 
or  a  plant,  and  there  is  also  the  possibility  of  punishment  in 
hell.    Final  release  can  be  obtained  either  bv  knowledge  in 
the  form  of  reflection,  the  Sariikhya  wav  which  uses  the 
means  of  perception,  inference  and  scripture,  or  by  the  prar- 
tice  of  Yoga,  which  results  in  an  intuitive  perception  of  the 
final  truth.     The  truth  takes  two  distinct  forms:  in  the  one 
case   the    end    is   the  recognition   of  the   identity  of  the 
individual    self    and   the    absolute,  which   results    in  the 
possessor  of  that  knowledge  becoming  the  absolute;  for  in 
the  strict  sense  the  individual  self  is,  as  in  the  Vedanta,  the 
absolute  self,  and  not  a  part  of  it,  or  at  least  the  individual 
IS  merged  in  the  absolute,  if,  as  often  may  be  the  case,  the 
feeling  is  that  the  individual  is  for  the  time  at  least  real,  and 
release  IS  a  merger  rather  than   an   identification.      This 
state  of  identification,  or  merger,  is  the  state  of  supreme 
bliss,  though  past  all  comprehension   and   understanding, 
which  IS  styled  Nirvana.     On  the  other  hand,  there  appears 
often  m  the  closest  connection   with   this   view   the  more 
properly  Sariikhya  view  of  the  goal  being  isolation,  and  the 
saving  knowledge  not  that  of  the  unity  of  the  individual  and 
the  absolute,  but  the  realization  of  the  distinction  between 
self  as  spirit  and  nature.     The  result  of  this  knowledge  is 
the  freedom  of  the  spirit  from   all  individuality  t'nd   all 
consciousness,  the  spirit  being  freed  for  ever  (xiv  47"  8ff  ) 
This  IS  not  merely  the  aim  of  the  followers  of  Sariikhya,  but 
of  the  followers  of  Yoga  also,  who,  despite  their  acceptance 
of  an  Isyara,  devotion  to  whom  by  meditation  upon  him  is  a 
powerful  assistance  to  final   release,  nevertheless  in  their 
desire   for  release   aim  at  the  isolation  of  the  souls  from 
nature,  not  at  union  with  an  absolute. 

Not  only  has  the  epic  the  terms  Sariikhya  and  Yoga  both 
in  their  more  general  sense,  and  also  as  denoting  the  systems 
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with  twenty-five  and  twenty-six  principles,  respectively,  but 
the  names  of  three  teachers,  who  are  given  in  the  last  verse 
of  the  Sdthkhya  Kdrika  as  the  handers  down  of  the  system, 
duly  apjjear  in  xii,  319,  59  as  teachers  of  the  doctrine'  with 
a  twenty- fifth  spiritual  principle  along  with  Jaigi?avva, 
Asita  Devala,  ParaSara,  Var^aganya,  Bhrgu,  Suka,  Gautama, 
Arsti^ena,  Garga,  Narada,  Pulas'tya,  Sanatkumara,  6ukra 
and  Kasyapa.  Of  the  thret  mentioned  here  and  in  the 
Kdrika,  Kapila  plays  a  great  figure  in  the  philosophy  of  the 
epic:  he  is  authoritative  in  all  philosophic  matters,  and  his 
tenets  are  of  the  most  diverse  kinds.  In  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word  he  is,  indeed,  the  only  founder  of  a  system 
recognized  in  the  epic,  the  other  persons  being  either 
gods  or  his  disciples.  He  himself  is  identified  with  Agni, 
with  Siva  and  Visnu:  he  also  appears,  as  in  the  Svetdiva*  'ra 
Upanifad  (v,  2),  as  identical  with  Hiranyagarbha  (xii,3j9, 
68;  342,  95).  Moreover,  Asuri  and  Pancasikha  appear 
also  in  xii,  218,   14,  as   teachers  of  the  doctrine  of  the 


Brahman,  The  system  of  Pancasikha*  is  developed  in  great 
detail  in  xii,  219:  not  only  has  it  in  detail  no  special  con- 
nection with  the  Sariikhya,  but  in  its  fundamental  principles 
it  is  not  Sarhkhya  at  all;  on  the  contrary,  while  the  separate 
existence  for  the  time  being  of  the  individual  soul  is  asserted, 
it  is  expressly  made  clear  that  it  flows  as  a  stream  to  the 
ocean,  and  that  at  the  end  it  is  merged  in  the  great  ocean  of 
being  and  embraced  on  all  sides,  losing  then  consciousness. 
As  the  deer  leaves  its  old  horn,  or  the  snake  its  worn-out 
skin,  or  the  bird  the  falli.ig  tree,  so  the  freed  soul  abandons 
its  woe,  and  goes  on  the  perfect  way,  leaving  behind  plea- 
sure and  pain  without  even  a  subtle  body.  In  addition  to 
this  exposition  of  the  doctrine  of  Brahman  without  illusion, 
Pancasikha  differs  in  his  psychology  from  the  orthodox 
Sariikhya :  he  holds  the  belief  in  the  existence  of  power  as 
the  sixth  organ  with  the  organs  of  action,  corresponding  to 
mind  as  the  sixth  of  the  organs  of  perception.  He  also 
holds  that  activity  is  produced  by  the  combined  result  of 
knowledge,  heat  and  wind :  the  first  element  produces  the 
senses  and    their    objects,  separate    existence,  perception 

♦  See  E.  W.  Hopkins,  Great  Epic  of  India,  pp.  149ff. 
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nrt.       1    **'*'*    P*^""^'  «*"  ^"^    o^J^er  »>as«9;    wind 

question  of  the  nature  of  deep  sleep  and  the  fact  that 
the  senses  are  not  then  really  active.  In  both  these 
respects  the  importance  attached  to  the  vital  airs  and  other 

Lt^u;e''^'T''  '",^  '■"  't  »*'*"  ^^'^  °"  «he  question  of  the 
nature  of  deep  sleep,  Pancasikha  is  truly  VedSntic  and 
not  an  upholder  of  the  Satiikhya.  ^  veaant.c  and 

The  degree  of  faith  which  can   l>e  attributed   to  this 
account  of  the  views  of  PancaSikha  can  be  judged  from  the 
fact  that  m  xii  321,  96-112  we  have  a  different  accZt  of 
the  views  of  that  sage.     Here  there  are  thirty  principles 
with  God*  superadded.     They  are  the  ten  senses  Jnd  m^nd; 

E?n.roi^-"^  '^""''^^  '"*"""^^'  S^*»^'^'  individuation,  the 
fhe  unif?rTn"'r^  'Rnorance  the  source,  the  manifestation, 
the  unification  of  doubles  such  as  pleasantness  and  unplea- 
santness, time,  the  five  gross  elements,  being  and  not  Kg 
cause  seed  and  power.  The  source  of  all  these  factor  fs 
the  unevolved,  which  is  evolved  by  means  of  these  principles, 
and  as  evolved  is  the  individual.  The  way  of  life  to  be 
sought  ,3  renunciation.  Yet  another  account  of  the 
principles  is  given  ,n  a  version  ascribed  in  xii,  274  to  Asita 
Devala,  but  the  details  of  this  version  deviate  more  and 
more  from  any  normal  schedule,  the  organs  of  knowledge 
being  reckoned  at  eight.  Kuuwicuge 

^^,»7*'^'?""^'°"  ^f"'^'  "^^^^^'^  ^e  •^a".  on  the  strength  of 
these  notices,  attribute  any  serious  value  to  the  tradition 

iTrHV"^  i"i^'  '^'''*^'''  ^''^'''-  Ihe  answer  as  rega  3s 
Kapila  and  Asuri  can  hardlv  ^  in  the  affirmative,  in  the 
ense  hat  the  notice  of  the  K.rikd  receives  any  'support 
from  the  epic.  If  there  wa.  ever  a  sage,  Kapila  vvho 
ST."'^f^i^r  ^°'°P^>'' '''  ^'^  disappeared ^imo  a^  mas  of 
Hnnht  fn  '"^"'^rif-  ^'^  ?'■'>■  ^^*^-    ^^oreover,  there  is  grave 

that  Ll'"'P'''  K-'  ''^^  '-^'^^'"^^  ^^  ^»'  ^"  ^'«^-  of  the  fact 
that  he  may  owe  his  name  merely  to  the  use  of  Kapila  in 

the   Svetasvatara   Upanisad    (v,    2)    as   a    description   of 

Hiranyagarbha.     The  likelihood  is  that  the  name  Kap°"a  is 

thls^efmTan  error      '-'^  '"''«''•*  '"^'"^  "^*"^^  ^"'J  »P'"t.   ^ut 
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merely  that  of  a  divinity  which  has,  for  whatever  reason, 
been  associated  closely  with  the  Sirtikhya  philosophy  in  its 
atheistic  form,  though  it  is  essential  to  note  that  th« 
association  is  not  epic,  in  which  Kapila  is  by  no  means 
exclusively  an  expounder  of  the  Sartikhya,  and  where  there 
prevails  the  vague  idea  that  the  Sariikhya  is  at  bottom  quite 
consistent  with  l^elief  in  the  Brahman.  Asuri  is  a  mere 
name,  and  we  cannot  possibly  accept  him  as  a  historical 
philosopher  without  more  proof.  The  epic  asserts  that  he 
taught  PancaSikha,  whence  no  doubt  comes  the  statement  in 
the  Karika. 

The  case  of  PaiicaSikha  offers  more  difficulty,  and  he 
has  often  been  treated  as  an  authentic  teacher:  indeed,  the 
Chinese  tradition  *  attributes  to  him  the  work  known  as 
^a  flit  antra,  though  doubtless  by  an  error.     There  has  been 
seen  a  certain  similarity  between  the  doctrines  attributed  to 
Paficasikha  in  the  few  passages  quoted  from  him  in  the 
commentary  on  the  Sathkhya  Sutra  and  doctrines  expressed 
in  the  epic.   1  hus  his  view  of  the  infinitely  .small  size  of  the 
soul  may  be  compared  with  the  same  doctrine  expressed  in 
xii,346, 13-18,  and  his  view  of  the  unenlightened  individual 
with  that  expressed  in  xii,  310,  but  these  comparisons  do 
not  carry  us  any  further,  as  they  do  not   bv   any  means 
connect  even  the  Paficasikha  of  the  epic  with  the  reputed 
Pancasikha  of  the  school  tradition.     The  only  conclusion 
available   is  that  the   identity   of  the  presumably  actual 
teacher  mentioned    by    the    commentators    and    the    epic 
Paficasikha  is  not  proved,   and   that   the   latter,   at   least, 
certainly  did  not  teach  as   he   is  represented   any  single 
doctrine,  and  certainly  not  a  Sarakhya  one.     We  have,  there- 
fore, two  possibilities  open  to  us:  either  we  can  assume  that 
the  name,  Paficasikha,  was  that  of  an  ancient  sage,  perhaps 
as  may  be  indicated   by   Buddhist  evidence  cited   below 
originally  a  divine  personage,  to  whom,  as  to  Kapila,  for 
reasons  unknown  to  us,  certain  doctrines  were  ascribed,  just 
as,  for  instance,  Sanatkumara,  clearly  a  divine  being,  is  cited 
as  an  authority  in  the  epic,  or  that  the  late  epic  uses  the 

♦Takakusu,  Bulletin  d'Ecole  Fratifaise  d'Extrane  Orient,  iv.  57 
sq;  Tuxen,  Yoga,  p.  14. 
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name  of  an  actual  teacher  of  high  rank  in  the  S^iiikhya- 
Yoga  school,  but  simply  ascribe?  to  him  doctrines  at  random, 
indifferent  to  their  inner  consiotency  and  still  more  to  their 
consistency  with  the  views  which  were  actually  held  by  the 
teacher  in  question.  In  the  latter  case  the  question  arises 
whether  PancaSikha  can  be  dated  early  enough  to  render 
plausible  his  appearance  in  the  epic,  which  was  practically 
complete  by  500  A.D.  even  as  regards  the  philosophic 
portions,  and  which  probably  contained  these  sections  much 
earlier  than  that. 

The  information  which  has  been  preserved  as  to  the  views 
of  Panca^ikha  is  fragmentary,  but  not  unimportant,  and 
the  definiteness  of  some  of  these  opinions  suggests  a  real 
personality.  The  same  impression  of  reality  is  borne  out 
by  the  fact  that  VacaspatimiSra,  in  his  commentary  on  the 
Yoga  Sutra,  regularly  identifies  as  his  views  certain  remarks 
quoted  as  from  the  teacher  by  Vyasa  in  his  commentary,  and 
that  views  are  expressly  given  as  his  in  the  Samkhya  Sutra. 
He  appears  also,  if  we  may  trust  Vyasa  and  VacaspatimiSra, 
to  have  styled  Kapila  the  Adividvan  and  to  have  asserted 
that  he  taught  Asuri,  but  he  does  not  hint  that  he  himself 
was  the  pupil  of  Asuri,  a  fact  which  discredits  the  assertion 
of  this  fact  in  verse  70  of  the  Samkhya  Kdrika.  From  the 
form  in  which  his  views  have  been  preserved  for  us  *  it 
would  clearly  seem  that  he  wrote  a  work  in  prose  Sutras. 
The  account  of  the  three  Gunas  attributed  to  him  in  the 
comment  on  the  Samkhya  Sutra  (i,  127)  is  perfectly  in 
keeping  with  the  normal  Samkhya- Yoga  view,  and  his 
doctrine  of  the  reason  of  the  eternal  connection  of  spirit  and 
nature  quoted  in  the  Sutra  (vi,  68)  is  the  obviously  correct 
one  that  it  is  due  to  lack  of  discrimination,  a  view  much 
more  thorough  than  the  reply  of  the  teachers  generally  that 
it  was  caused  by  works  or  that  of  Sanandana,  who  is  else- 
where unknown,  that  it  was  caused  by  the  internal  body  or 
psychic  apparatus,  since  clearly  the  first  answer  merely 
gives  a  proximate  cause,  and  the  second  not  even  a  cause, 
but  the  mere  form  in  which  the  connection  expresses  itself. 
Further,  it  is  certainly  in  better  agreement  with  the  view  of 

♦  See   Yoga  Sutra  Bhdskya,  i,  4;  Sarttkhya  Sutra,  v,  32;  vi,  68. 
See  also  Garbe,  Fsstgruss  an  R.  von  Roth.  pp.  75ff. 
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many  spirits  in  the  Sariikhya  that  each  should  be  regarded 
as  atomic,  as  is  expressly*  recorded  in  the  Yoga  Sutra 
commentary  (i,  36)  as  the  view  of  Paiicasikha:  failing  the 
recognition  that  the  spirit  must  be  considered  as  not  in 
space,  which  is  not  achieved  by  any  school  of  Indian 
philosophy,  it  is  clear  that  with  an  infinity  of  spirits 
the  doctrine  of  their  infinite  extent  is  difficult,  and  it  is 
probable  enough  that  in  this  view,  which  is  accepted 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  history  of  the  Sariikhya,  there  is 
to  be  seen  a  trace  of  the  influence  of  the  Vedanta. 

While  this  doctrine  points  to  the  early  date  of  Panca§ikha 
in  the  Sariikhya  school  tradition,  it  would  be  an  error  to 
place  his  date  unduly  high,  for  in  the  Sdrhkhya  Sutra 
{\,  32)  he  is  cited  as  giving  a  definition  of  Vyapti,  pervasion, 
which  rests  on  the  basis  that  intellect,  etc.,  and  nature,  etc., 
stand  to  one  another  in  the  relation  of  what  is  to  be 
supported  and  the  support.  This  definition  shows  that 
Pancasikha  must  have  been  familar  with  the  terminolog>' 
of  the  Nyaya  school  and,  without  postulating  that  he  must 
have  known  the  Nyaya  Darsaria  as  preserved  to  us,  it 
indicates  that  he  does  not  belong  to  an  early  period,  for  the 
Nyaya  school  is  certainly,  along  with  the  Vaifeesika,  the 
latest  of  the  orthodox  systems,  being  barely  known  even  in 
the  latest  parts  of  the  great  epic.  This  fact  harmonizes 
well  with  the  fact  that  his  style  agrees  most  closely  with 
that  of  the  writer  Sabarasvamin,  whose  period  has  been 
fixed  by  Jacobit  as  comparatively  late,  perhaps  the  fifth 
century  A.D.  There  is  no  reason  to  place  Pancasikha  so 
late  as  this:  it  is  most  probable  that  he  is  older  than 
fsvarakrsna,  who  is  not  to  be  dated  after  300  A.D.  The 
date  of  the  first  century  A.D.,  ascribed  conjecturally  to 
Paiicasikha  by  Garbe,|  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  not 
excessively  early:  the  evidence  for  the  present  hardly 
carries  him  bexond  the  second  century  A.D.  This  date 
would  leave  it  open  for  his  fame  to  become  distorted  and 

*  J- H.  Woods,  Yoga  System  of  Patanjali,  p.  74,  suggests  that 
PancaSikha's  view  was  not  general,  but  referred  only  to  some  parti- 
cular stage  of  tlie  self.    This  is  doubtful. 

t  J. A. OS.,  x.xxi.  24.         X  Samkhya  Philosopkie,  p.  34. 
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for  strange  doctrines  to  be  ascribed  to  him  in  the  epic.  It 
is,  however,  in  keeping  with  his  independent  position  that  the 
epic  should  ascribe  to  him  the  older  doctrine  that  the  gross 
body  was  composed  of  all  five  elements,  as  against  the  theory 
of  the  Sdthkhya  Sutra  that  it  was  made  up  of  one  only,  the 
other  four  serving  merely  ancillary  purposes. 

In  the  Buddhist  texts,*  not  only  late  but  early,  there  is 
mention  of  a  Gandhabba  Paiicasikha  as  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Buddha:  it  would  probably  be  unwise  to  see  in  this 
personage  a  reflection  of  the  historic  Pancasikha,  as  it  would 
be  necessary  to  bring  down  the  affected  texts  very  low,  or  to 
see  in  it  an  interpolation.  The  similarity  of  name  is  there- 
fore to  be  regarded  as  accidental,  for  it  is  most  improbable 
that  the  man  should  derive  his  name  from  the  demon. 

Another  teacher  of  Yoga  who  is  mentioned  in  the  epic 
is  Jaigisavya,  who,  according  to  the  Kurtna  Purana,  was  a 
fellow  pupil  of  Paiicasikha.  The  one  certain "  piece  of 
information  regarding  him  contained  in  the  commentary  on 
the  Yoga  Sutra  (xi,  54)  shows  him  as  a  teacher  of  Yoga 
doctrine.  His  reality  is,  therefore,  assured  in  a  very  different 
degree  than  that  of  Sana,  Sanaka,  Sanatana,  Sanatkumara, 
and  Sanatsujata,  who  with  Vodhu  are  given  as  teachers  in 
the  epic.  Of  these  the  last  only,  in  whose  name  a  degraded 
form  of  Buddha  has  been  seen,t  but  wholly  without  ground, 
appears  to  have  any  historical  reality:  the  list  of  Sarhkhya 
teachers  to  whom  an  oblation  of  water  is  dail}-  offered  by 
the  orthodox  Brahman  includes  his  name  after  Kapila  and 
Asuri  and  before  Paiicasikha,  while  an  atbai  va  Parisista 
places  him  even  before  Asuri.  It  would  he  unwise  to  place 
any  faith  on  these  evidences  of  chronology,  but  it  is  worth 
noting  that  the  Chinese  translation  of  the  commentary  on  the 
Sarhkhya  KdrikdX  suggests  a  series  of  teachers  in  which 
after  Pancasikha  come  Garga,  and  Uluka,  or  perhaps 
Vodhu,  before  Varsa  and  iSvarakrsna. 

In   the   law  book  of   Manu,  which  is  contemporaneous 
with  the  main  body  of  the  didactic  epic,  we  find  the  Sarhkhya 

♦  H.  Oldenberg,  Buddha,  p.  111. 

t  Weber,  cited  by  Garbe,  op.  cit.  p.  35. 

t  Bulletin  d'Ecole  Fran<;aise  d'Extreme  Orient,  iv,  59. 


THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  THE  GREAT  EPIC    45 

doctrine  never  mentioned   by  name,  but  in   a  number  of 
pomts    there    are    clear    coincidences    with    the    classical 
Saiiikhya.     Thus  the  number  of  forms  of  proof  allowed  is 
three  (xii,  105),  the  three  Gunas  are  described  elaborately 
(xii,  24-52)  and  in  the  first  book  there  is  a  creation  myth 
which  has  a  tinge  of  Samkhya  views.      In  it,  from  a  dark 
mcomprehensible  world,  arose  the  absolute  being  SvayambhQ, 
who  created  the  waters,  from  which  sprang  a  golden  egg,' 
m  which,  as  the  god  Brahman,  the  creator  came  into  being! 
Dwelling  m  the  egg  for  a  year,  he  came  out  and  from  its 
shell  he  fashioned  the  heaven   .nd  earth,  the  place  between, 
and  the  ocean.     Then   he   produced   from  himself  mind, 
described  as  being  and  not  being,  then  individuation,  then 
the  great  self,  all  that  is  made  up  of  the  three  Gunas,  and 
the  five  senses  to  grasp  objects.      From  fine  parts  of  the 
five  senses  and  mind,  mixed  with  portions  of  his  own  body, 
he  created  all  other  things.      The  account  is  clearly  by  no 
means  definitely   Samkhya,  nor  can  it   be  regarded  as  of 
special  importance  in  the  history  of  the  system.     The  text 
contains  many  other  much  more   Vedantic  traits,  and  its 
importance  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  illustrates  by  no  means 
badly   the   confused    philosophical    specrNtions    of    these 
popular  texts.     The  same  phenomenon  is  not  rare  in  the 
Dharma  Sutras  and  Srartis:  that  of  Fi>hh,  however,  contains 
in  chapter  97  a  clear  distinction  between  the  spirit  and  the 
twenty-four  other  principles,  it  enumerates  the  three  Gunas, 
and  some  of  its  verses   (xx,  25)   show  a  marked  similarity 
to   Gaudapada's   commentary   on   the  second  verse  of  the 
Kdrikd. 

The  Puranas  show  also  traces  of  the  influence  of 
doctrines  similar  to  those  of  the  epic.  The  cosmological 
accounts  of  these  works  contain  here  and  there  approxima- 
tions to  the  evolutionary  series  of  the  Saiiikhya,  and  thev 
agree  with  it  in  the  doctrine  of  the  three  Gunas,  but  this 
point  of  view  is  in  them  associated  to  some  extent  with 
conceptions  taken  from  the  illusionist  doctrine  of  the 
Vedanta,  and  far  more  with  the  doctrines  of  the  sectarian 
Vai^nava  or  Pasupata  schools.  Thus  in  the  Visnit  Purdna, 
while  we  find  both  nature  and  spirit  described  in  terms 
appropriate  to  the  Samkhya  principles,  it  is  declared  that 
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Vi§nu,  as  supreme  spirit,  is  one  not  only  with  spirit  but 
with  nature,  and  with  time.  The  Matsya  Purdna  again 
finds  that  the  three  Gunas  in  the  great  principle  are 
identical  with  Brahman,  Vi§nu  and  :§iva.  Naturally  these 
and  similar  views*  in  the  Puranas  give  us  no  information 
of  worth  as  to  the  antiquity  of  the  Sathkhya  system  or  its 
primitive  character. 

The  question  inevitably  arises  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
system  of  Samkhya  taught  in  the  epic.  The  view  adopted  by 
Garbet  is  that  the  Samkhya  of  the  epic  is  merely  a  popular- 
izing and  contaminc.ion  of  the  true  Sariikhya,  which  he 
considers  is  of  too  individual  a  type  to  have  been  produced 
except  as  the  creation  of  some  one  mind.  As  he  holds  that 
this  ingenious  system  was  i\  vogue  before  the  rise  of  the 
epic,  or  at  least  before  the  epic  took  its  present  shape,  it  is 
natural  that  so  important  a  philosophy  should  have  left  its 
traces  unmistakeably  in  the  epic,  and  equally  natural  that 
the  form  in  which  it  appears  should  be  one  far  removed 
from  the  precision  and  clarity  of  the  true  system.  To  this 
argument  the  most  serious  objection  is  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  real  evidence  that  the  Samkhya  philosophy  existed  as  a 
complete  whole  as  early  as  the  period  of  the  epic,  say  200 
B.C.  to  200  A.D.,  the  evidence  of  the  priority  of  such  a 
system  to  Buddhism  being,  as  has  been  seen  above,  far  from 
cogent.  Nor  again  is  there  really  any  sufficient  ground  to 
hold  that  the  Samkhya  system  is  the  bold  and  original 
product  of  a  single  mind.  On  the  contrary,  the  system  on 
close  examination  can  be  seen  to  be  a  somewhat  illogical 
reduction  of  principles  which  are  expressed  in  the  Brahman 
philosophy  of  the  Upanisads,  and  in  opposition  to  the  theory 
of  a  rapid  development  must  be  set  the  far  more  probable 
theory  of  slow  growth,  which  can  be  traced  through  the 
later  Upanisads,  the  Katha  and  the  Svetdsvatara,  which 
have  clear  traces  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution  of  principles 
in  the  Sariikhya  manner.     Moreover  if,  as  is  supposed,  the 

*  Puru^a  and  Prakrti  are  often  identified  with  the  male  and 
female  prmciples:  hence  Sakti,  and  Prakrti  become  identified,  and  in 
the  Tantras  Prakrti  and  Sakti  are  one  and  the  same,  the  creative 
first  principle  which  is  exalted  even  over  the  supreme  deity. 

t  Samkhya  Philosophie,  pp.  47-52. 
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full  Sarfakhya  system  was  in  existence  before  the  epic,  it  is 
decidedly  strange  that  the  epic  should  practically  ignore 
the  doctrine  of  fine  elements  which  that  system  has  so 
clearly.  On  the  other  hand,  the  terminology  applied  in  the 
Kartka  to  these  fine  elements,  and  to  the  gross  elements,  the 
first  being  described  as  Vi§esa,  and  the  latter  as  AviSesa.  is 
decidedly  unnatural  and  curious  and  contrasts  sharply  with 
the  simple  description  of  the  gross  elements  and  their  char- 
acteristics, ViSesas,  in  the  epic. 

A  very  different  theory  of  the  epic  Saiiikhya  is  presented 
by  Dahlmann.*    In  his  view  the  epic  is  not,  as  is  usually 
supposed,  a  heroic  epic  into  which  there  has  been  put  at 
various  times  vast  masses  of  didactic  and  unepic  material 
From  Its  earliest  period  the  epic  was,  he  holds,  not  different 
from  what  it  now  is:  it  was  essentially  a  book  of  customary 
law  and  usage,  which  the  epic  tale  illustrates.     It  follows 
from  this  view  that  the  epic  is  held  to  be  of  great  antiquity 
and  that  m  place  of  seeing  in  it  a  heterogeneous  mass  of 
contradictory  views,  we  must  see  in  it  the  expression  of  one 
single  doctrine.     This  is  the  epic  Sarakhya  which  represents 
the  development  of  the  unsystematic  teachings  of  the  early 
Upani§ads.     It  is  essentially  a  science  of  the   Brahman. 
Brahmavidya,  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  based  on    logic 
Anviksiki,  and  while  it  never  abandons  traditional  founda- 
tions'—only once,  and   that  on  the  doctrine  of  Ahiihsa 
which  he  supports  against  tradition,  is  Kapila  pronounced 
tne  holder  of  an  unorthodox  view  in  the  epic— still  it  freely 
uses  the  processes  of  reasoning.     Its   special   aim   is  the 
investigation  and  setting  forth  of  the  number  of  principles 
involved  and  their  evolution  from  the  absolute.     It  is  athe- 
istic merely  in  the  sense  that  it  denies  any  personal  deity 
such  as  that  accepted  by  the  Yoga,  but  not  in  the  sense  that 
It  demes  the  absolute  and  impersonal  Brahman,  which  on 
the  contrary  it  unquestionably  recognizes,  and  in  which  the 
individual  soul  finds  Nirvana.     But  beside  the  absolute  it 
recognizes  the  existence  of  a  material  nature,  which  is  the 
source  of  the  manifold  character  of  the  empiric  self,  since 

*  Nirvana  (1897)  3ind  Sariikhya  Philosophie  (1902).  Cf  A  E 
Gough,  Philosophy  of  the  Upanisads,  pp.  200ff;  S.  K.  BVlvrrkar 
Ohandarkar  Commemoration  Volume,  pp.  181-184. 
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through  it  the  absolute  becomes  multiplied,  and  it  sets 
itself  to  define  in  detail  nature  and  its  workings.  It  is 
merely  in  its  substance  a  clearing  up  of  the  doctrines  which 
are  contained  in  the  older  Upanijads,  such  as  the 
Brhaddranyaka  and  the  Chdndogya :  these  texts  lay  great 
stress  on  the  fact  that  there  is  one  self  or  absolute,  and  that 
all  else  is  not  true  reality,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake  which 
leads  to  transmigration  to  believe  that  the  empiric  is  the 
true  reality.  But  these  Upani§ads  do  not  deal  distinctly 
with  the  nature  of  the  empiric  reality :  the  question  whether 
it  is  merely  an  illusion  is  not  discussed  and  the  doctrine  of 
mere  illusion  is  not  set  out,  though  no  doubt  the  extreme 
stress  laid  on  the  unreality  of  the  world  of  experience,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  true  reality,  tends  to  render  the  growth 
of  this  doctrine  not  unnatural.  Ultimately  the  epic 
Saihkhya  with  its  logical  theory  of  the  Brahman  becomes,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  classical  Sarakhya  which  has  learned  to  do 
without  the  Brahman,  and  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  laying 
of  increased  stress  on  the  unreality  of  the  wrld  is  developed 
the  illusion  theory  of  Samkara.  Dahlman.  traces  the  origin 
of  the  theory  not  merely  back  to  the  older  Upanisads :  he 
sees  in  the  hymn  of  the  Rgveda,  x,  129,  the  creation  of  the 
universe  from  an  indefinite  substance  described  as  water  by 
an  absolute  already  existing,  and  he  considers  that  the  fact 
that  theAtman  is  called  the  twenty-fifth  in  the  Satapatha 
and  Sdiikhdyana  Brdhmanas  is  a  foreshadowing  of  the 
twenty-four  principles  of  the  Samkhya  other  than  the  self, 
while  the  three  Gunas  he  finds  adumbrated  in  the  Atharva- 
veda,  where  (x,  8,  43)  mention  is  made  of  the  nine-doored 
lotus  with  three  coverings  in  which  there  is  a  soul,  a  theory 
which  has,  as  we  have  seen,  no  probability. 

It  is  clear  that  the  theory  of  Dahlmann  is  extremely 
ingenious,  and  it  is  of  minor  importance  that  the  efforts  to 
trace  the  twenty-fifth  principle  as  Atman  is  probably  based 
on  the  mistaken  rendering  of  Atman  as  self  instead  of  trunk 
of  the  body,  as  opposed  to  the  hands,  feet,  fingers  and  toes, 
which  are  the  other  twenty-four  principles.  It  is  a  different 
thing  to  conjecture  that  this  fondness  for  the  number 
twenty-five  which  is  often  seen  in  the  Brahmanas,  where 
Prajapati  is  described  as  twenty-five  fold,  is  not  one  of  the 
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sources  of  the  doctrine  that  there  are  twenty-five  principles. 
But  the  attempt  to  hold  that  the  epic  is  a  unity  and  that  it 
teaches  a  unitarian  philosophy  is  one  which  offends  every 
canon  of  criticism  and  commonsense,  and  the  main 
doctrine  that  the  atheistic  Sattikhya  is  really  a  doctrine 
which  accepts  the  Brahman,  but  denies  the  personal  deity  of 
the  Yoga,  is  a  tour  de  force.  The  epic,  which  certainly  is 
devoted  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Brahman  and  to  the  reverence 
of  great  personal  deities,  on  the  other  hand,  certainly  tends  to 
regard  the  Samkhya  system  as  a  sort  of  Brahmaism,  but  it 
is  perfectly  obvious  from  the  epic  that  the  system  itself  was 
not  one  of  this  kind  at  all.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is 
much  better  expressed  by  Hopkins,*  who  finds  in  the  epic  the 
traces  of  at  least  six  systems,  Vedic  orthodoxy,  Brahmaism, 
i.e.,  the  doctrine  of  the  Brahman  but  without  the  illusion 
theory,  rarely  the  doctrine  of  the  Brahman  with  the  illusion 
theory,  the  Samkhya,  the  Yoga,  and  the  Pasupatas  and 
Bhagavatas,  sectarian  worshippers  of  Siva  and  Visnu 
respectively,  who  adopt  in  their  systems  a  ';^oJ  deal' of 
Samkhya- Yoga  philosophy. 

The  rejection  of  Dahlmann's  theory  of  the  existence  in 
the  epic  of  a  Samkhya  which  acknowledged  the  absolute 
instead  of  reducing  all  to  spirits  and  nature,  as  being  totally 
unhistorical,  leaves  open  the  question  whether  such  a  doctrine 
is  the  basis  of  the  Sarhkhya  of  the  epic  in  the  sense  that 
that  system  is  a  development  from  a  philosophy  which 
recognized  the  absolute.  The  alternative  to  this  theory  is 
the  view  that  the  Samkhya  is  a  conception  based  entirely  on 
the  view  of  the  difference  between  subject  and  object,  and 
that  this  conception  was  formed  independently  of  the 
existing  Atman-Brahman  philosophy,  or  at  least  in  conscious 
reaction  from  it.  Stress  has  been  laid  by  Garbef  on  the 
un-Brahmanic  character  of  the  Samkhya  philosophy,  and  he 
has  attributed  it  in  large  measure  to'  the  influence  of  the 
Ksatriyas.  The  force  of  this  argument  is  greatly  diminished 
by  the  fact  that  Garbe  is  also  inclined  to   attribute  the 

*  Hopkins,  Great  Epic  of  India,  p.  81. 

t  Satiikhya  Philosophie,  pp.  3ff.  So  J.  S.  Speyer,  Die  indische 
Theosophte,  pp.  64,  107, 


50 


THE  SAMKHYA  SYSTEM 


1=^, 


If 
I* 


Brahman  doctrine  m  large  measure  to  the  same  influence,  in 
which  case  it  seems  impossible  to  treat  the  Sirfikhya  as 
markedly  opposed  in  its  basis  to  the  Brahman  doctrine.     In 
any  case,  the  arguments  for  the  un-Brahmanf:  character  of 
the  Samkhya  are  wholly  devoid  of  weight.     The  homeland 
of  the  Samkhya  is  placed  in  the  east  by  Garbe,  on  the  ground 
that  Buddhism,  which  was  in  his  opinion  derived  from  the 
Samkhya,  flourished  in  the  east,  and  the  east  was  certainly 
less  completely  subjected  to  the  influence  of  Brahmanism 
than  the  western  middle  country.     The  argument,  however 
is  subject  to  the  grave  defects  that  the  dependence  on  the 
SaAkhya  of  Budchism  is  not  proved,  and  that,  if  it  were 
proved,  the  fact  would  merely  show  that  the  Sarfikhya  at  the 
time  of  the  rise  of  Buddhism  was  of  great  importance  in  the 
east:  it  could  never  show  that  it  was  first  produced  in  the 
east.     Nor  can  any  weight  be  allowed  to  the  argument  that 
m  Kapilavastu,  the  birthplace  of  the  Buddha,  we  are  n  see 
the  name  of  the  town  of  Kapila  the  founder  of  the  Saihkhya 
philosophy.     That  Kapilavastu  really  meant  the  town  of 
Kapila,  and  is  not  a  name  drawn  from  the  description  of 
the  place,  as  suggested  by  Oldenberg*,  is  very  doubtful,  and 
even  if  the  name  referred  to  a  Kapila,  that  this  Kapila  was 
the  Sarfakhya  sage  is  an  idea  which  is  not  hinted  at  in  the 
Brahmanical   tradition,   which    says    nothing    of  a    town 
connected  with  and  named  after  him. 

Other  arguments  for  the  un-Brahmanic  character  of  the 
Saihkhya  adduced  by  Garbe  are  the  facts  that  the  Sariikhya 
and  Yoga,  Pa§upata  and  Pancaratra  and  the  Veda  are  set 
side  by  side  as  different  systems  in  xii,  349,  67,  and  that  the 
Samkhya  and  Yoga  are  mentioned  (ibid.  76)  as  two  eternal 
systems  beside  all  the  Vedas.  This,  however,  merely  proves 
that  these  systems  differed  from  the  Vedic  tradition,  not 
that  they  were  opposed  to  that  tradition  or  that  the 
supporters  of  the  views  of  these  philosophies  were 
un-Brahmanical.  Kapila,  as  we  have  already  seen,  appears 
but  once  in  conflict  with  the  Vedas,  when  he  condemns 
sacrifice  of  animals,  and  the  text  plainly  supports  the  sage 
m  his  battle  for  Ahimsa.     Moreover,  the  Samkhya  never 


Buddha,  p.  111. 
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abandons  the  right  to  appeal  for  proof  to  scripture,  and  in 
fact  there  are  numerous  appeals  to  scripture  in  the  later 
Sariikhya  texts,  while  the  brief  Kdriki  expressly  recognizes 
it  with  perception  and  inference  as  the  three  modes  of  proof. 
It  is  true  that  the  use  of  scripture  made  by  the  Saiiikhya  is 
a  more  limited  one  than  that  of  the  later  Vedanta,  but  the 
essence  of  the  S^ifikhya  is  its  rationalism,  and  that 
rationalism  could  not  develop  in  Brahmanical  circles  is  an 
assertion  for  which  no  proof  either  is  or  can  be  adduced. 
The  extraordinarily  ingenious  and  elaborate  system  of  the 
sacrifice,  as  thought  out  by  the  philosophers  who  produced 
the  Brahmanas,  is  a  clear  proof  of  the  interest  in  reasoning 
taken  by  the  Brahmans.'*' 

While  there  are  no  arguments  of  any  value  which  can  be 
adduced  for  the  view  that  the  Sarakhya  is  a  product  of 
un-Brahmanical  circles,  there  is  every  evidence  that  the 
system  is  a  natural  growth  from  the  philosophy  of  the 
Upani?ads.  We  have  seen  that  the  Upani?ads,  in  their  later 
period  of  development  beginning  with  the  Katha,  show 
traces  of  the  doctrines  which  we  find  i.-  the  Sariikhya,  such 
as  the  evolution  of  principles,  and  the  drawing  up  of  classes 
of  principles.  The  Upanisads,  however,  differ  essentially 
from  the  Sariikhya  in  the  fact  that  they  definitely  accept 
either  the  doctrine  of  the  absolute  in  its  pure  form,  as  does 
the  Katha,  or  the  doctrine  in  a  theistic  form,  as  does  the 
^vetdsvatara.  There  is,  in  detail,  in  the  Sariikhya  little  that 
cannot  be  found  in  the  Upanisads  in  some  place  or  other: 
not  only  the  doctrine  of  the  Gunas  but  also  that  of  the 
Tanmatras  can  be  found  there,  and  the  work  of  the  Sariikhya 
in  large  measure  evidently  takes  the  form  of  systematizing 
and  developing  of  ideas  which  were  not  the  creation  of  the 
Sariikh)  a,  but  which  required  to  be  put  into  a  definite  system. 
Indeed,  in  one  sense,  the  Sariikhya  must  be  treated  as 
one  of  the  early  attempts  to  systematize  and  reduce  to  order 
the  somewhat  confused  mass  of  speculation  found  in  the 
Upanisads,  the  characteristic  feature  of  the  systematiza- 
tion  being  the  attention  paid  to  order  and  the  principle  of 
development. 


*  See  S.  L^vi,  La  Doctrine  du  Sacrifice  (Paris,  1896). 
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c«  J?u  *'^®^°*''<^'"  ^»"d»  there  must  be  recognized   in  the 
barhkhya  the  definite   rejection   of  the  absolute  and  the 
substitution  for  the  absolute,  which  is  the  real  basis  of  the 
individual  souls,  of  a  multitude  of  spirits.      These  spirits  if 
examined  are  clearly  nothinK  but  abstractions  of  the  concept 
of  subject,  and  are  philosophical  absurdities,  since  in  the 
abstract  there  can  be  l>ut  one  subject  and  one  object,  neither 
of  course,  being  anything  without  the  other.     To  a  philo-' 
sophical  absurdity  the  system  can  only  have  arrived  by  a 
historical  process,  and  in  the  number  of  spirits  we  must 
recognize  an  attempt  to  reproduce  the  number  of  the  finite 
souls  of  experience,  while  in  the  abstract  conception  of  the 
essence  of  spirit  we  have  a  reflex  of  the  abstract  view  taken 
of  the  absolute,  which  is  represented  in  the  Brhaddranvaka 
Upantfad,  and  elsewhere,  as  the  unseen  seer,  the  unthoucht 
thinker,  and  so  forth.      On  the  other  hand,  the  independent 
position  given  to  nature  is  a  distinct  concession  to  realism- 
nature  as  objective  is  not  dependent  on  spirit,  though  it  is 
the  object  of  spirit  and  is  unconscious  without  spirit,  and 
though  intellect— made  conscious    by    spirit— rises    from 
nature,  and  from  it  other  things  are  evolved,  even  so  in  the 
classical  Sariikhya  there  is  a  tendency  to  regard  the  non- 
organic worid  as  in  some  way  in  direct  connection   with 
nature.     The  insistence  on  the  multitude  of  souls  and  the 
conceding  to  them  of  quasi-individual  existence  and   the 
allowing  of  a  certain  reality  to  the  worid  are  characteristic 
features  of  the  interpretation  of  the  Upanisads  as  set  out 
m  the  Brahma  Sfitra  of  Badara)  ana,  and  in  point  of  fact 
the  Upanisads  contain   clear    traces  of  a  doctrine  which 
allows  to  the  worid  of  matter  and  to  the  individual  souls  a 
ceriain  reality.     J  he  purely  idealistic  attitude  towards  the 
absolute,  which  is  doubtless  the  real  interpretation  of  the 
doctrine  of  Yajiiavalkya  in  iha  Brhaddranvaka   Upanixad 
is  not  so  frequently  found  in  the  Upanisads  as  the  panthe- 
istic, while  side  by  side  with  these  higher  forms  of  doctrine 
we  often   find  the  conception  of  the   absolute  producing 
matter,  into  which  it  enters  in  the  form  of  the  soul  from 
which  It  is  but  a  step  to  the  doctrine  that  the  individual  soul 
thus  produced  has  some  self-importance  of  its  own  and 
stands  m  a  quasi-independent  relation  to  the  absolute  self 
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From  such  a  position  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  realize  that 
the  further  step  minht  be  taken  of  holding  that  the  absolute, 
which  was  Ijeyond  perception,  was  not,  like  nature  and 
spirit,  to  be  Krasi)cd  Im  inference,  and  that  there  was  no 
need  to  postulate  an  absolute  for  the  explanation  of  the 
world.  The  step  taken  was  a  bold  and  decisive  one,  and  it 
is  on  the  taking  of  this  step  that  the  existence  of  the  specifi- 
cally Saihkhya  s)stcm  depends,  but  it  was  a  step  which 
followed  naturally  from  the  development  of  the  philosophy 
of  the  absolute:  the  end  of  a  doctrine  which  placed  infinity 
in  the  absolute  was  to  reduce  its  content  to  nothing. 

It  is  now  clear  in  what  way  we  must  regard  the  Sirtikhya 
of  the  epic.  It  is  not  a  blurred  version  of  the  classical 
Sariikhya,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  classical 
Sariikhya  had  already  been  excogitated  by  this  period.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  not  a  Sariikhya  which  recognizes  an 
absolute,  and  merely  denies  a  personal  creator:  it  is,  apart 
from  efforts  made  by  the  epic  to  torture  it  into  more  ortho- 
dox pantheism,  a  s\stcm  which  denies  an  absolute,  and 
asserts  instead  a  multiplicity  of  individual  soul?,  but  in  the 
epic,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  is  still  without  some  of  the 
more  characteristic  of  its  minor  doctrines,  and  has  not 
achieved  the  completeness  and,  subject  to  its  main  concep- 
tions, clarity  of  outline  which  mark  its  classical  form. 
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IV. 

samkhya  and  yoga 

The  Yoga  philosophy,  according  to  the  epic,  is  a  system 
which  is  ancient  like  the  SSriikhya,  and  this  parallel  posi- 
tion belongs  to  the  Yoga  in  the  whole  of  its  historical  exis- 
tence. The  practises  of  Yoga,  a,  they  are  revealed  to  us  in 
the  Yoga  Sutra  of  Patanjali,  the  oldest  text-book  01  the 
school,  contain  much  that  is  in  itself  a  relic  of  very  primi- 
tive conceptions  of  the  value  of  I  sychic  states  of  profound 
excitement.  This  tendency  to  attribute  importance  to  the 
obtaining  of  such  states  is  widesp  read:  there  is  a  striking 
example  for  this  form  of  belief  in  the  history  of  Greek 
religion  in  the  seventh  and  sixth  centuries  B.C.,  and  in  the 
Rgveda  itself  (x,  136)  there  is  a  mention  of  the  mad  Muni, 
probably  a  predecessor  of  the  later  Yogin.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, therefore,  to  see  in  ihe  Yoga  practice  any  borrowing* 
from  the  aboriginal  tribes,  though  we  need  not  doubt  that 
these  tribes  practised  similar  rites  and  that  their  influence 
may  have  tended  to  maintain  and  develop  Yoga  to  the 
extraordinary  popularity  which  it  has  achieved  in  India. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  'is  perfectly  clear  that  the  intro- 
duction of  Yoga  into  the  practice  of  high  philosophy  was 
natural  and  proper  in  the  case  of  a  philosophy,  which,  like 
the  Atman  doctrine,  denied  the  possibility  of  knowledge  of 
the  self  as  subject.  As  the  Kena  Upanifad  (ii)  has  it, 
the  self  cannot  be  known  by  him  who  has  knowledge,  but 
only  by  him  who  has  no  knowledge.  Hence  comes  the  effort 
to  subdue  all  the  activity  of  senses  and  of  mind,  to  empt  v 
the  intellect  and  thus  to  make  it  ready  for  a  new  apprehen- 


,0  !^^"??"J**^  ^y  ^-  ^-  GouBh,  Philosophy  of  the  Upanisads.  pp. 
18,  19;    Garbe,  Sa,hkhya  Philosophie,  pp.  185,  186. 
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sion,  the  normal  aim  of  the  mystic  of  all  lands  and  places. 
It  is  to  this  theoretic  aim  that  Deussen*  ascribes  the  origin 
of  the  practice,  but  it  is  clear  that  in  adopting  the  Yoga 
practices  for  this  purpose  the  holders  of  the  Atman  faith 
were  not  innovators,  but  were  turning  existing  material  to  a 
more  refined  and  speculative  use. 

The  development  of  the  Yoga  theory  is  first  clearly 
revealed  in  the  same  Upani^ads  as  deal  with  those  doctrines 
which  later  are  adopted  as  part  of  the  Sirtilthya  system 
that  is,  of  the  older  Upani^ads,  the  Kafha  and  SvetSivatara,, 
and  later  by  far  the  Maitrdyum.  In  the  conception  of  Yoga, 
literally  yoking,  there  seems  to  be  an  almost  necessary,  t  or 
at  least  normal,  reference  to  a  fixing  of  the  mind  on  God. 
The  use  of  Yoga  is,  however,  as  well  adapted  to  the  case  of 
the  believer  in  the  absolute  Brahman  as  to  the  devotee  of  an 
individual  deity :  the  former  statje  is  presented  in  the  Katha 
and  Maitrayani,  the  latter  in  he  ^vetaivatara  Upanifad. 
The  term  in  its  technical  sense  also  occurs  in  these  Upani- 
^ads,  and  wh  n  opposed  to  Sariikhya  it  denotes  doubtless 
the  practical  side  of  religious  concentration  as  opposed  to 
the  theoretical  investigation.  It  follow^  necessarily  from 
thi.s  very  contrast,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  that  Yoga 
could  not  primarily  be  a  separate  system  of  philosophy,  and 
hence  its  natuni  i  dependence  on  other  systems. 

In  the  epic  the  relation  of  Sarhkhya  and  Yoga  is  pre- 
cisely as  in  the  Upanisads :  the  two  stand  side  by  side  as 
phik>  iphy  and  religion,  as  theory  and  practice,  and  some 
det;,  of  the  Yoga  practise,  as  given,  show  how  much  the 
system  had  advanced  in  the  direction  in  whirh  it  ap{>ears 
in  the  Va^a  Siltra.  But  there  appears  a  distinct  tendency 
to  asc^i^Je  to  the  Yoga,  as  opposed  to  the  Samkhya,  a  twenty- 
sixth  principle,  a  perfectly  enlightened  spirit  with  which 
the  individual  spirit  is  really  identical.  The  Samkhya  is 
resolutely  without  an  Isvara,  t  ut  the  Yoga  has  an  Lsvara, 

♦  Allgenieine  Geschichte  der  Pkilosophie,  I,  iii,  «'^' 

t  As  held  by  RnjenHralala  Mitra,  Yoga  Apk 
Oltramare,   L'histoire  des   Idies    Theosophiques 
denies  this  explanation.      Tuxen  (Yoga,p.i2) 
dering   as   Samadhi;   Charpentier  {Z.D.MG 
Praxis. 
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who  is  identified  with  Brahman,  who  is  here  a  supreme 
spirit  into  which  the  individual  spirit  is  resolved,  having 
been  in  essence  a  part  of  the  absolute  spirit  which  multi- 
plied itself.  The  end  of  Yoga  is  in  accordance  with  this 
view,  the  vision  of  the  one  true  self  (vi,  30,  10,  12;  xiv,  19, 
17-19),  but  it  is  also  represented  in  more  accurate  agree- 
ment with  the  Samkhya  in  its  atheistic  form  as  an  isolation 
of  the  spirit  from  matter  (xii,  306,  16,  17;  316,  14ff). 
From  the  former  point  of  view  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  the 
development  of  the  meaning  of  devotion  to  God,  which  it 
often  has  in  the  Bhagavadgita,  or  the  further  sense  in  that 
text,  especially  in  chapters  three  and  five,  of  action  without 
hope  of  reward  or  desire  of  reward. 

The  theory  has  often  been  held  that  Yoga  was  first 
atheistic,  and  that  the  theism  of  the  classical  system  of  the 
Yoga  Sutra  and  of  the  epic  alike  is  due  to  a  concession  to 
popular  feeling,  nor  is  there  any  doubt  whatever  that  in  the 
Sutra  the  connection  of  the  divinity  with  the  system  is  really 
a  loose  one.*  But  the  theory  that  there  was  an  earlier  athe- 
istic Yoga  as  a  philosophical  system  is  clearly  not  made 
probable  by  the  evidence  of  the  epic,  which  shows  the  Yoga 
as  clearly  distinguished  from  the  Samkhya  by  its  twenty- 
sixth  principle,  though  it  ever  tries  to  assimilate  the 
Sariikhya  to  the  Yoga,  and  both  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Brahman.  It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  possible  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  classical  Yoga  is  due  to  its  close  association  with 
the  Sariikhya,  which  has  accentuated  its  real  indifference  to 
the  idea  of  a  deity,  which  is  certainly  not  philosophically, 
though  perhaps  historically,  essential  to  the  conception  of 
Yoga. 

Now  great  importance  attaches  to  the  date  of  the  Yoga 
Sutra  of  Patanjali,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  if  it  could  be 
placed  in  the  second  century  B.C.,  there  would  be  attained  a 
very  definite  date  for  the  growth  of  the  Sariikhya  school 
with  which  in  all  essentials  except  atheism  the  Yoga  agrees. 
Unfortunately,  this  view  rests  only  on  the  theory  that 
Patanjali  is  the  same  as  the  author  of  the  Mahdbhdsya, 
whose  date  is  now  usually  admitted  to  be  the  middle  of  the 

*  See  P.  Tuxen,  Yosa  (Copenhagen,  1911),  pp.  56ff. 
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second  century  B.C.  This  view,  however,  cannot  stand 
examination.  It  is  clear  that  in  his  philosophic  views  as 
to  the  nature  of  substance  and  quality,  the  grammarian  stands 
on  a  lower  plane  of  development  than  the  philosopher,  and  on 
the  other  hand  the  philosopher  violates  one  at  least  of  the 
grammarian's  laws  of  grammar.  Further,  the  Sutra  contains 
some  doctrines  which  are  probably  late  borrowings :  thus  in 
i,  40  the  theory  of  atoms  which  belongs  to  the  VaiSesika  is 
clearly  referred  to,  nor  less  clearly  in  iii,  52  is  the  doctrine 
of  the  Buddhist  Sautrantika  school  that  time  consists  of 
moments,  Ksanas,  which  are  themselves  forms  of  develop- 
ment of  ever  restless  nature.  This  doctrine  is  found  also  in 
the  VaiSesika  school,  as  it  accords  with  the  Atomic  theory, 
but  not  until  the  Prasastapddabhasya.  It  is  less  certain  if 
we  can  attribute  to  the  Sutra  the  doctrines  of  Sphota,  which 
belonged  to  the  school  of  grammarians,  and  which  is  sup- 
posed by  the  commentator,  Vyasa,  to  be  referred  to  in  iii,  17, 
or  that  of  the  infinite  size  of  the  inner  organ,  which  is  seen 
by  him  in  iv,  10,  and  which  is  supposed  by  Jacobi*  to  have 
been  borrc  ,ved  from  the  Vaisesika  school,  in  opposition  to 
the  view  that  this  organ  was  of  mean  size,  which  is  asserted 
by  Vijnanabhiksu  to  have  been  the  view  of  the  Samkhya 
school,  though  this  has  been  questioned,  t  More  decisive  is, 
perhaps,  the  fact  that  the  Yoga  Sutra  seems  to  attack  the 
doctrine  of  the  Vijiianavadins,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
probably  not  older  than  the  third  century  A.D.,  and  probably 
is  younger.  The  great  supporters  of  that  school,  Vasubandhu 
and  Asaiiga,  lived  in  all  probability  about  A.D.  300,  but  the 
school  itself  may,  of  course,  have  existed  earlier,  so  that  no 
absolutely  certain  result  can  be  attained.  It  is,  however,  not 
at  all  unlikely  that  the  production  of  the  Yoga  Sutra  was 
more  or  less  directly  motived  by  the  revival  of  the  Sariikhya 
and  its  definite  setting  out  in  the  Samkhya  Karika  of 
I§varakrsna,  who  was  an  earlier  contemporary,  according  to 
Chinese  evidence,  of  Vasubandhu.  The  attack  on  the  ideal- 
ism of  Vasubandhu  thus  found  in  the  Yoga  Sutra  would  be 
extremely  natural. 


^1 


*  J.A.O.S.,  xxxi,  28. 

t  J.  Charpentier.  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixv,  S48;  Tuxeii,  Yoga,  p.  101. 
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It  may  be  added  that  no  further  light  on  the  date  of 
either  Samkhya  or  Yoga  can  be  gained  from  a  notice  in  the 
KauMya  Arthaiastra*  which  ranks  as  Anvik§iki,  logical 
sciences,  the  views  of  the  Lokayata,  the  Saihkhya  and  the 
/oga  schools.     This  enumeration,  if  it  could  be  established 
that  the  work  of  Kautilya  was  really  a  work  of  the  beginning 
of  the  third  century  B.C.,  would  not  indeed  carry  the  ques- 
tion mudi  beyond  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  epic,  but  it 
would  afford  a  more  secure  basis  for  considering  the  value 
of  the  epic  data,  but  unfortunately  the  date  of  the  Artha- 
iOstra  is  very  uncertain,  and  may  be  very  much  later  than 
the  su^ested   date.t     It  might  possibly    be  thought  that 
the  combination  of  Saifakhya  and  Yoga  with  the  certainly 
atheistic  Lokayata  would  permit  the  conclusion  that  the  Yoga 
was  at  one  period  atheistic,  but  there  seems  no  possible 
ground  to  insist  on  reading  such  an  implication  into  the 
terms  while  u  may  be  observed  that  the  Lokayata  can  only 
be  called  Anvik§iki  by  a  stretch  of  the  imagination,  since  its 
firet  characteristic  is  its  resolute  dogmatic  refusal  to  acknow- 
ledge the  existence  of  any  means  of  proof  save  perception. 

7w  J^f'%^;  ^"^u'-  ^i^t  ^''  ^-  ^^"*''-  ^*'"^-  'ie*-  Wiss.,  1911,  pp. 
732-743;  followed  by   Charpentier  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixv,  844,  n.  1. 

t  Ktiih,J.R.A.S.,  1916.  pp.  130-7;  Jolly.  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixviii,  35S-9. 
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THE  SASTITANTRA 

In  the  last  verse  of  tae  Sathkhya  Kdrikd  it  is  expressly 
stated  that  that  compendium  of  the  Saiiikhya  system  contains 
the  substance  of  the  whole  §a§titantra,  omitting  only  the 
illustrative  stories  end  the  discussions  of  the  views  of  other 
philosophies.  The  verse  is  not  original,  it  being  agreed 
that  the  text  of  1.  arakrsna  terminated  at  verse  69,  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  version  of 
fact  given  in  it.  It  is,  however,  not  clear  that  the  term 
§a?titantra  represents,  as  has  been  suggested  by  Garbe*  a 
special  work:  on  the  contrary  the  context  and  the  wording 
of  the  verse  suggest  that  Sastitantra  is  a  term  for  the 
Saihkhya  philosophy  as  a  system  of  sixty  principles.  This, 
moreover,  is  the  sense  in  which  the  expression  was  taken  by 
the  Rdjavdrttika  as  cited  by  Vacaspati.  According  to  this 
account  the  sixty  referred  to  are  the  fifty  Bhavas  of  the 
Saihkhya  system,  together  with  a  set  of  ten  fundamental 
principles,  stated  as  the  reality,  unity,  and  purposefulness 
of  Prakrti,  its  difference  from  spirit  and  its  action  for  the 
sake  of  spirit,  the  plurality  of  spirits,  their  distinction  from 
and  connection  with  Prakrti,  the  evolution  of  the  other 
principles,  and  the  inactivity  of  spirit,  an  order  of  topics 
which  may  have  been  rendered  incoherent  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  verse.  The  explanation  is  older  than 
the  Rdjavdrttika,  for  it  is  found  in  the  Chinese  version 
of  the  commentary  on  the  Sdmkhya  Kdrikd  made  by 
Paramartha  in  the  sixth  century  A.D.  But  despite  its 
antiquity,  the  explanation  of  the  number  is  open  to  the 
criticism  that  it  confounds    two  different   principles    of 

*  SMtkhya  Philosopkie,  pp.  58,  59.  On  the  RajavMtika  See  J. 
H.  Woods,  Yoga  System  of  Patanjali,  p.  xxii. 
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division:  the  Bhavas  should  be  included  under  the 
Mulikarthas.  This  seems  to  have  been  realized  even  in 
the  tradition  of  the  school,  for  Narayanatirtha  in  his 
commentary  on  the  Sdmkhya  Kdrikd  gives  as  the  ten 
required  to  make  up  the  sixty  not  the  fundamental 
principles,  but  spirit,  Prakrti,  intelligence,  individua- 
tion, the  three  Gunas,  the  Tanmatras,  senses,  and  gross 
matter,  an  enumeration  which  is  clearly  arbitrary  and 
unjustifiable. 

Some  further  light  on  the  Sastitantra  is  thrown  by  the 
mention  of  that  system  along  with  the  system  of  Kapila 
m  the  Anuyogadvara  Sutra  of  the  Jains  as  Kdvilam  and 
Satthitantum,  which  has  a  parallel  in  the  mention  of  the 
same  systems  as  Kdvild  and  Samkhdjogi  in  the  Aupapdtika 
Sutra.*  The  commentator,  Abhayadeva,  on  the  latter 
passage  explains  the  system  of  Kapila  as  the  atheistic 
Saihkhya,  and  the  Saihkhya  as  the  theistic  Samkhya,  treating 
Yoga  as  a  separate  head,  but  the  parallelism  with  the  first 
passage  and  the  fact  that  only  one  representative  of  Samkhya- 
Yoga  is  given,  show  that  but  one  system  is  meant,  which 
united  the  two  sidts  of  Samkhya  and' Yoga. 

More  light  on  this  system  is  perhaps  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Ahirbudhnya  Satnhitd,  a  text  of  the  Pancaratra 
school,  of  uncertain  date,  but  apparently  with  some  claim 
to  antiquity.  In  its  twelfth  Adhyaya  are  described  the  five 
systems,  the  Vedas,  the  Yoga,  the  Pasupata,  the  Satvata, 
and  the  Samkhya.  The  latter  is  described  as  a  Tantra 
with  sixty  divisions,  which  are  set  out  in  detail,  in  two 
series  or  Mandalas,  the  first  consisting  of  thirty-two  pnd 
the  second  of  twenty-eight.  Of  these  the  first  are  Prakrtis, 
while  the  second  are  Vikrtis.  These  terms,  however,  are  lised 
in  a  manner  which  differs  essentially  from  that  of  the 
orthodox  Samkhya :  in  the  first  series  are  included  all  the 
principles  of  the  Samkh}a  and  some  other  conceptions, 
while  the  second  list  contains  the  chief  concepts  of  a 
practical  physiology  and  ethics,  these  affections  of  the  soul 
being  termed  Vikrtis  or  modifications,  because  they  come  into 
existence  only  as  a  result  of  the  activity  of  the  creative 

♦  See  F.  O.  Schiadcr,  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixviii,  101-110. 
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principles.  The  first  of  the  principles  is  Brahman,  the 
second  Puru§a,  and  the  third  Sakti,  terms  which  point 
clearly  to  a  form  of  the  Yoga  philosophy  with  express 
recognition  of  a  God,  beside  spirit  and  matter.  The 
following  principles  are  fate,  time,  the  three  Gunas,  the 
Ak^ara,  probably  meaning  the  doctrire  of  the  imperishable 
character  of  sound,  the  Pranas,  which  in  the  Samkhya  are 
given  a  wholly  dependent  position,  the  Kartr  and  Svamin 
Tantras,  which  may  refer  to  intelligence  with  individuation, 
and  mind,  the  five  organs  of  perception,  the  five  organs  of 
action,  the  five  fine  elements  and  the  five  gross  elements. 
The  similarities  of  this  system  to  the  classic  Saiiikhya  are 
not  unimportant,  but  the  differences  are  also  great:  there  is 
in  the  interpretation  given  to  Kartr  and  Svamin  no  separate 
place  whatever  for  the  principle  of  individuation ;  the  ideas 
of  time  and  fate  as  principles  are  new ;  the  place  of  the 
Pranas  is  contrary  to  the  view  of  the  Saiiikhya;  and  the 
ideas  of  God  and  the  Sphota  are  not  accepted  by  the 
Samkhya. 

Of  the  second  series  the  first,  the  Krtya  Kanda,  appears 
to  correspond  with  the  doctrine  of  sources  of  artion  in  the 
Tattvasamasa  (11).  The  second  category,  Bhoga,  must 
refer  to  the  fruit  of  works,  the  third,  Vrtta,  perhaps  alludes 
to  the  circle  of  becoming  and  passing  away,  the  Samcara 
and  Pratisamcara  of  the  Tattvasamasa.  The  fourth,  the 
five  KleSas,  are  in  this  form  specifically  Yoga  conceptions : 
the  corresponding  Samkhya  idea  is  the  five  forms  of 
ignorance.  The  next  head,  the  three  forms  of  proof,  is 
common  to  b'  i  systems.  Khyati,  which  follows,  is  an  old 
term,  denotin  the  distinction  of  spirit  and  being.  It  is 
followed  by  Vairagya,  freedom  from  desire,  just  as  the  two 
terms  are  mentioned  in  connection  in  the  Yoga  Sutra  (iii, 
49  and  SO).  Then  come  Dharma,  righteousness,  and 
AiSvarya,  the  possession  of  divine  powers  which  with  the 
preceding  two  categories  form  the  characteristics  of 
intelligence  in  its  Sattva  form,  according  to  the  classic 
Samkhya.  The  next  category,  Guna,  must  clearly  be 
confined  to  some  such  topic  as  the  internal  relations  of  the 
three  constituents  in  the  individual.  The  next  head  is  that 
of  the   fine  body,  the   following,  Dr§ti    and    Anu§ravika, 
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presumably  handled  the  questions  alluded  to  in  Sithkhya 
AofiArS  2,  m  which  the  insufficiency  of  empiricism  and 
Vedic  practices  for  the  removal  of  misery  is  expounded. 
The  categories  of  misery,  Siddhi  and  Kashaya,  have 
parallels  in  the  Samkhya  in  the  thr«e-fold  forms  of 
mise^,  the  Siddhis  and  the  Asiddhis,  Viparyayas,  ASaktis 
and  Tu9tis.  The  Samaya  may  have  dealt  with  opposing 
views,  and  the  last  head  is  that  of  Moksha,  final  release. 

The  enumeration  of  topics  is  enough  to  show  that  there 
did  exist  some  system  of  philosophy  of  the  nature  indicated, 
one  which  must  have  been  closely  allied  with  the  epic  Yoga 
system.    But  there  is  also  evidence  regarding  the  author  of 
a    work    bearing    the    name    ^a^titantra,    from     which 
probably  enough  the  term  as  a  designation  of  the  Sartikhya 
system  may  have  been  derived.     That  work  is  stated  in 
a  Chinese  tradition*  to  have  been  composed  in  60,000 
Slokas  and  to  have  been  written   by  Paiica§ikha.    The 
statement  seems,  however,  to  lack    probability,  and    its 
origin  can  easily   be    accounted    for    by  the    fact    that 
PancaSikha   is   mentioned   as  the  third  in   the  order  of 
tradition  of  the  doctines  of  the  school  in  the  Samkhya 
KankajlO),  and  it  is  said  that  the  doctrine  was  widely 
extended  by  him,  words  which  may  have  been  understood 
in  the  literal  sense  as  denoting  that  an  extensive  text  book 
was  composed  by  him.     On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the 
express  testimony  of  the  commentator  Balarama  that  the 
author    of     the    Sa^titantra    was    Var§aganya,  and    this 
testimony  receives  some  support  from  the  fact  that  in  his 
commentary  on  the  Yoga  Sutra  (iv,  13)  Vyusa  cites  a  passage 
from     the     Sastra    which     is     expressly     attributed     by 
Vacaspatimi^ra  in  his  commentary  on  the  Brahma  Sutra 
(11,1,3)  to  Varsaganya,  and  which   he  seemsf   to  have 
believed  to  be  taken  from  the  Sa?titantra.      This  evidence 
in  Itself  far  from  clear,  is  strongly  supported  by  the  further 
Chinese  tradition,  which  ascribes  to  Vindliyavasa,  who  is  in 

iv  59.  '^''''''•'"''"'  ^""''"■''  ''^    ''-^"^<''^'    Frantaise  d'Extrime   Orient, 

/BL^  i"  J"*.5°™'"^"^^''y  °"  ^"^^  Sutra,  1.  c.  S.  K.  Belvarkar 
(Bhandarkar  Memorial  Volu,„c,  pp.  179,  180)  incorrectly  aSS  to 
Vyasa  the  mention  of  tlie  Sa^titantra.  a«.riucs  lo 
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all  likelihood  to  be  identified  with  ISvarakrsna,*  the 
re-writing  of  a  work  attributed  to  Vrsagana  or  Varsagana. 
The  term  "  re-writing  "  seems  to  have  been  actually  justified, 
in  view  of  the  contents  of  the  §astitantra  as  sketched  in  the 
Ahirbudhnya  SaiHhitd,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  Sa§titantra 
was  evidently  a  manual  of  the  Samkhya-Yoga,  and  not  of 
the  Sarhkhya  in  its  atheistical  form,  and  it  is  a  reasonable 
conjecture  that  the  origin  of  the  SaAikhya  Karika  was  due 
to  an  effort  to  set  out  in  an  authoritative  form,  in  order  to 
confute  the  doctrine  of  the  Buddhists,  a  Brahmanical 
system  which  equally  dispensed  with  the  conception  of  God, 
lait  which  avoided  the  difficulties  attending  the  Buddhist 
denial  of  the  reality  both  of  an  external  world  and  of  the 
soul. 

There  is  nothing  to  contradict  this  hypothesis,  though 
also  nothing  to  establish  it,  in  the  four  or  five  citations 
knownof  Var§aganya:t  it  has  been  suggested,^  on  the  ground 
that  one  of  these  citations  is  in  verse  and  the  rest  in  prose, 
that  we  must  distinguish  two  Sa^titaniras,  of  which  the  one 
sets  out  the  doctrine  of  Samkhya-Yoga  and  the  other  that  of 
the  Saiiikhya,  the  former  being  composed  in  verse  and  the 
latter  in  prose.  In  favour  of  this  hypothesis,  however, 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  available,  unless  it  be 
considered  that  the  assumption  of  two  different  texts  would 
best  explain  the  claim  made  that  the  Sdmkhya  Karika 
includes  the  whole  meaning  of  the  Sastitantra',  but  it  is 
unnecessary  to  press  this  point.  The  claim  is  not  made  by 
Isvarakrsna  himself,  and  it  was  open  for  a  later  hand  to 
hold  that  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Saiiikhya  were  fully 
set  out  by  Isvarakrsna,  even  if  he  omitted  those  portions  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  Sariikhya- Yoga  schoo'  -vh!,]*  were  defi- 

♦  As  proved  by  Takakusu,  1.  c.  Cf.  Tuxen,  Vo^^<,  p.  14;  Char- 
pentier,  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixv,  845,  846;  below,  p.  68. 

t  In  the  Yoga  Sutra  BhSsya  (iii,  53)  he  is  cited  as  opposing  the 
atomic  theory  of  the  Vai^ejikas;  in  Vficaspatimisra's  commentary  on 
Karika,  47,  as  dealing  with  the  fourfold  character  of  ignorance;  the 
ba^titantra  citations  in  the  Yoga  Bhasya,  iv,  13  and  in  Gaudapiida's 
commentary  on  Karika  17  (and  perhanson  70)  are  neither  specifically 
Samkhya  or  Yoga.  But  the  citation  on  Karika  17  looks  like  a  verse 
fragment. 

t  Schrader,  Z.D.M.G.,  Ixviii,  110. 
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nitely  theistic.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the 
succession  of  the  doctrine  is  asserted  in  the  first  of  the 
verses  added  to  the  text*  to  have  been  from  Kapila  to  Asuri 
and  then  to  Paficu^ikha,  for  the  evidence  available  regarding 
that  teacher  shows  him,  as  we  have  seen,  to  have  represented 
the  Saiiilthya-Yoga,  not  the  atheistic  Siihkhya  school,  t 

*  There  is  no  real  possibility  of  doubt  that  the  K&rikH  originally 
consisted  of  70  verses,  omitting  70-72  of  the  recorded  text,  and  probably 
inserting  another  verse  (cf.  Sanskrit  Research,  I,  107-117). 

t  This  fact  invalidates  the  argument  of  S.  K.  Belvarkar  (Bhand- 
arkar  Commemoration  Volume,  p.  181)  that  the  ^oftitantra  must  have 
arrived  at  a  negative  conclusion  on  the  existence  "of  God,  which  is 
m  itself  wholly  incompatible  with  the  contenU  of  the  text.  It  is 
also  impossible  to  accept  liis  views  that  the  Saftitantra  represents  a 
stage  prior  to  the  severance  of  J  niikha  and  Yoga,  and  is  prior  to  the 
Yoga  Satra  of  Patafijali  (circa  150  B.C.);  a  decisive  proof  of  the 
incorrectness  of  til  is  dating  of  Patafijali  is  given  by  J.  H.  Woods, 
Yoga  System  of  PataXjali,  pp.  xv-xix. 
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For  the  age  of  the  Saihkhya  important  information 
might  be  obtained  if  it  were  possible  to  trace  definite 
borrowings  of  Saihkhya  ideas  from  the  side  of  Greek 
philosophy.  The  'airctpov  of  Anaximander  has  been 
compared  with  the  nature  of  the  Saihkhya,  and  the  doctrines 
of  the  constant  flow  of  things  and  of  the  innumerable 
destructions  and  renewals  of  the  world  found  in  Heraclitus 
are  no  doubt  similar  to  tenets  of  the  Indian  system. 
Empedocles,  like  the  Saiiikhya,  asserts  the  doctrine  of  the 
pre-existence  of  the  product  in  the  cause.  Anaxagoras  is  a 
dualist,  Democritus  agrees  with  Empedocles  in  his  doctrine 
of  causality  and  believes  in  the  purely  temporary  existence 
and  mortality  of  the  gods.  Epicurus  uses  in  support  of  his 
atheism  the  argument  of  the  Saihkhya,  that  otherwise  the 
divine  nature  must  be  accorded  attributes  which  are  inconsis- 
tent with  its  supposed  character,  and  often  emphasizes  the 
doctrine  of  infinite  possibilities  of  production. 

Garbe*  adds  to  these  parallels,  which  he  admits  not  to  be 
conclusive  evidence  of  borrowing,  the  fact  that  Persia  was  a 
perfectly  possible  place  in  which  Greek  thinkers,  of  whom 
travels  are  often  recorded,  should  acquire  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  views,  and  supports  his  opinion  that  borrowing  is 
probable  by  the  case  of  Pythagoras,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
borrowed  from  India  his  theory  of  transmigration,  his 
conception  of  a  religious  community,  his  distinction  of  a 
fine  and  a  gross  body  of  the  soul,  his  distinction  of  a 
sensitive  organ,  ^v/tos,  and  of  the  imperishable  soul,  <l>pfjv, 


*  Saihkhya  Philosophic,  pp.  85-105. 
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il*  ^^r?^  f '  *"  intermediate  world  between  earth  and 
sky  filled  by  demons,  the  doctrine  of  five  elements  including 
ether,  the  Pythagorean  problem,  the  irrational  and  other 
thmgs  Into  this  question  of  the  relav.on  of  Pjthagoras  to 
Greek  thought  and  to  India  it  is  unnecessary  to  go.  as  the 
Sarhkhya  elements— as  contrasted  with  the  elements  which 
are  not  specifically  Saihkhya  in  his  teachings— are 
negligible.  Von  Schroeder,*  indeed,  invents  an  older  form  of 
baifikhya.  which  he  understands  as  denoting  reckoning,  in 

M?«f.  Tq'^^I'kP'^-^^  ?  "^"*^^  S'"^^^*'^  P"»  than   in   the 
classica   Samkhya;  Garbe  thinks  that  Pythagoras  may  have 

invented  his  doctrine  of  numb:r  as  the  result  of  his  misinter- 
preting the  fact  that  the  Sariikhya  owed  its  name  to  its 
enumeration  of  principles,  into  the  view  that  the  Sariikhya 
made  number  the  basis  of  nature.  Both  theories  are  based 
on  a  complete  misunderstanding  of  the  nature  of  the  views 
of  Pythagoras.t  and  the  only  possible  conclusion  is  that  we 
have  no  early  Greek  evidence  for  the  existence  of  the 
bamkh)  a  school. 

^.5  .J!  .further  not  necessary   seriously  to  consider  the 
possihilities  of  borrowing  on  the  part   of   Plato    or    of 
Aristotle,  though  the  influence  of  the  Sariikhx  a  has  been  seen 
in  the  case  of  both.     More  plausible  is  the  effort  to  fi.id  proof 
Of  bamkhya  doctrines  in  Gnosticism,  an  attempt  to  which  there 
is  not  a  prion  any  reason  to  take  exception.     The  actual 
proofs  of  such  influence  adduced  are  not  important-    the 
comparison  of  soul  or  spirit  to  light,  which  does  not  occur 
in    the    oldest    Samkhya    authorities,   is     anticipated     by 
Aristotle,  and  is  Platonic  in  essence;  the  contrast  of  spirit 
and  matter  is  Platonic.     Perhaps  more  value  attaches  to 
such  minor  points  as  the  Gnostic  division  of  men  into  three 
classes,  which  may  be  compared  with  the  classification  of 
men  according  to  the  predominance  in  them  of  the  three 
Gunas  of  the   Samkhya,  and  the   assigning  of    personal 
existence  to  such  functions  as  intellect  and  will.      But  such 
parallels,  whatever  they  are  worth,  do  not  help  definitely  as  to 
the  date  of  a  real  Samkhya. 

*  Pytha.qoras  unci  di.-  Indcr,  pp.  72-76. 
t  Sec  Keith,  J  R.A.S.,  1909,  pp.  569-606. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  further  eCfort  to  find  S&itikhya 
influences  in  nco-PIatonism  must  be  held  to  be  completely 
mistaken.  Plotinus  (209-269  A.D.)  held  that  his  object 
was  to  free  men  from  misery  through  his  philosophy,  that 
spirit  and  matter  are  essentially  different,  that  spirit  is 
really  unaffected  by  misery,  which  is  truly  the  lot  of  matter; 
he  compares  the  soul  to  light  and  even  to  a  mirror  in  which 
objects  are  reflected;  he  admits  that  in  sleep,  as  the  soul 
remains  awake,  man  can  enjoy  happiness;  he  insists  on  the 
realization  of  God  in  a  condition  of  ecstasy  brought 
about  by  profound  mental  concentration.  Porphyry  (232- 
304  A.D.)  teaches  the  leadership  of  spirit  over  matter,  the 
onmipresence  of  the  soul  when  freed  from  matter,  and  the 
doctrine  that  the  world  has  no  beginning.  He  also  forbids 
the  slaying  of  animals  and  rejects  sacrifice.  Abammon,  a 
later  contemporarj',  mentions  the  wonderful  powers  obtained 
by  the  exercise  of  contemplative  ecstasy.  But  there  is 
nothing  here  that  can  possibly  be  considered  as  necessarily 
derived  from  India.  The  opposition  of  matter  and  spirit, 
the  removal  of  spirit  from  the  world  of  reality,  and  the  view 
that  the  only  power  to  approach  to  it  is  through  ecstasy  are 
the  outcome  of  the  Greek  endeavour  to  grasp  the  problem 
brought  into  prominence  by  Plato  of  the  contrast  of  spirit  and 
matter,  and  the  views  of  Plotinus  are  the  logical,  and  indeed 
inevitable,  outcome  of  that  development.*  The  protest 
against  sacrifice  is  as  old  as  Greek  philosophy,  the  winning 
of  supernatural  powers  by  ecstasy  is  a  popular  conception 
which  appears  in  Pythagoras  and  beyond  all  others  in  the 
Bacchic  religion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  real  extent  of 
knowledge  of  Indian  philosophy  available  to  Plotinus  and 
Porphyry  alike  seems  to  have  been  most  severely  limited. 

*  See  E.  Caird,  Evolution  of  Theology  in  the  Greek  Phiiosophers 
^  (1904),  who  develops  in  detail  the  deduction  of  Plotinus'  view  from 

Platonism.      The  same  view   is  taken    by  P.  Deussen,  Allgemeine 
Gcschichte  tier  Philosophis,  I,  iii,  616. 
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VII. 


THE  SAMKHVA  KARIKA 

With  the  Sdthkhya  Kdrikd  we  emerge  from  the  rpgi<,n  of 
conjecture  and  doubt,  and  arrive  at  the  classic  stateinent  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Samkhya  philosophy.     It  is  admittedly 
by  far  the  most  brilliant  account  of  the  s>  stem,  and    its 
claim  to  be  the  oldest  exposition  of  the  doctrine  in  sv^ematic 
form  IS  challenged  only  by  Max  Muller's  suggestion*  that 
the  oldest  text-book  of  the  Samkhya  is  the  Tattvasam  ho  a 
work  of  wholly  unknown  date  and  authorship.      The  claim 
runs  counter  to  the  title  of  the  work,  which  shows  it  to  be 
like  the  Karikas  themselves,  nothing  more  than  a  compendium' 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  school:    the  introduction  is  modem  in 
appearance,  and  the  technical  terms  which  make  up  the 
greater  portion  of  the  content  of  the  short  tract  are  more 
numerous  and  more  elaborate  than  anything  found  in  the 
Saik^ya  KarikS.     There  is,  therefore,  the  probability  that 
the  Tattvasnmdsa  represents  a  later  period  of  the  school 
than  the  Kdrika:  certainty,  in  the  absence  of  any  source  of 
mformation  as  to  the  Tattvasamdsa,  is  not  to  be  attained. 

The  date  of  the  work  is  approximately  known  It 
appears  to  have  been  among  the  works  which  the  Buddhist 
monk,  Paramartha,  took  with  him  to  China  in  546  A.D.,  and 
It  is  recorded  that  he  made  a  translation  of  it  and  of  a 
commentary  on  it  during  the  last  period  of  his  literary 
activity,  which  falls  in  the  years  from  S 57-568,  the  date  of 
his  death.T  This  translation  has  fortunately  been  preserved 
and  proves  the  authenticity  of  the  Sanskrit  text  as  it  now 

*  Six  Systems  of  Indian  Philosophy,  pp.  318,  319 ;  see  below,  p.  89. 

t  See  Takakusu,  Bulletin  de  VEcole  Frcnfaise  d' Extreme  Orient 
IV  ,  In.  ' 
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stands.  Further,  the  Chinese  tradition  places  Vindhyav&sa,* 
who  must  clearly  have  been  none  other  than  the  author  of 
the  Kdriki,  befurc  Vasubandhu,  a  famous  authoritv  on 
Buddhist  philosoi»hy  who  is  declared  to  have  connK)>fd  a 
work  for  the  express  purpose  of  refuting  the  doctrines  of  the 
KSrikd.  There  is  no  ground  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
tradition,  but  the  date  of  Vusubandhu  is  doubtful.  It  -as 
placed  by  Takakusu  in  the  last  .hn'r-quarters  of  the  fifth 
century  A.D,,  from  which  it  followed  that  the  date  f 
I&varakr^na  must  be  fixed  at  about  450  A.D.  But  thcd  te 
of  Vasubandhu  has  been  placed,  on  grounds  of  Chinese 
evidence  which  must  be  accorded  great  weiv^ht.  In'  N.  Pcrit 
as  at  least  a  century  earlier,  and  the  period  of  I§varakrsi;a 
thus  is  thrown  back  into  the  fourth  century  A.D.,  where  his 
activity  finds  an  appropriate  setting  in  the  great  revival  of 
Indian  studies  under  the  Gupta  dynasty,  in  the  period 
which  saw  the  bloom  of  the  Kavya  and  the  drama. 

More  difficult  is  the  question  of  the  date  of  the  com- 
mentary of  Gaudapada,  which  has  been  handed  down  with 
the  Kdrika,  and  v  -lich  is  certainly  of  considerable  importance 
in  determining  precisely  the  meaning  of  the  principles 
summarized  in  the 


.^-ninc  Arya  stanzas  of  (he KSrikd.  The 
■ ;..  .rertai'. :  if  he  could  safely  be  identficd 
•:-  '  lirika  on  the  Mdndiikya  i'panisad, 
i'  '  !  predecessor  of  Samkara,  then  he 
■■  ti  .  first  half  of  the  eighth  century  A.D. 
iveen  the  philosophical  views  of  the  two 
works  is  so  gr^ui  that  identity  of  authorship  can  hardly  be 
presumed  on  no  l>ttt  r  evidence  than  identity  of  name. 
Another  dale  would  he  secured  if  it  tould  be  established 
that  the  commentary  of  Gaudapada  was  the  basis  of  the 
Chinese  commentary   which   is   still   preserved.      But  the 


date  of  Gaudar  "  ' 
with  the  auihr  ., 
who  seem-  .■  U<\- 
could  be  as'siy-..  1 
But  the  conlrf'.-.  ' 


*  S.  K.  Belvarker  {Bhandarkar  Commemoration  Volume,  pp.  ITS- 
ITS)  argues  that  Viiulhyavfisa  really  wrote  a  crmmcuta.y  on  ISvara- 
krfna's  work,  but  this  view  is  not  probable  ''h  ;*••♦  that  the  Mathara- 
Vrtti  does  not  msutifsn  V.'^r^rifjanya,  who  is  an  ;  "!•'  tant  author,  cited 
by  Vydsa,  tells  against  its  accuracy  ra»'<€r  than  igainst  the  Chinese 
tradition. 

t  Bulletin  dc  I'Ecole  Franqaise  d'Extrcme  Orient,  xi,  3S6ff.  Cf. 
O.  Franke,  J.R.A  S  ,  1914.  pp.  398-401 ;   T?.kakusu,  ibid,  p.  113. 
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researches  of  Takakusu  have  definitely  established  the  fact 
that   this  commentary  differs   too  greatly    from    that    of 
Oaudapada  to  have  been  derived  from  it,  and  that  both  it 
and  the  commentary  of  Gaudapada  must  go  back  ultimately 
to  a  common  source.     This  conclusion  is  incidentally  con- 
firmed by  the  evidence  of  the  very  full  account  of  the  Kdrikd 
given   by  Albiruni  (1030  A.D.),  who  actually  mentions  a 
Oauda  as  authority.     His  statements,  however,  cannot  be 
derived  entirely  ♦  from  the  wo'k  of  Gaudapada,  and  it  is 
clear  that  he   used  two   difterent  authorities.      Who  the 
author  of  this  older  commentary  was  is  uncertain:  there  is  a 
Chinese  tradition  that  it  was  Vasubandhu  himself,  but  this 
suggestion  is  supported  by  no  evidence,  and  can  easily  be 
explained  away  as  a  misunderstanding  of  the    fact    that 
Vasubandhu  wrote  a  work  to  refute  the  Kdrikd.     There  is 
therefore  plausibility  in  the  suggestion!  that  the  author  was 
ISvarakrsna  himself,  especially  as  the  nature  of  *he  Kdrikd 
IS  such  as  urgently  to  require  an  interpretation.    If,  however, 
this  was  the  case,  before  the  work  was  taken  to  China  there 
had  already  been  appended  to  it  the    last   verses,  which 
are  not  recognized  by  Gaudapada,  but  which  are  given  and 
explained  in  the  Chinese  commentary.     It  is  probable  that 
Gaudapada's  commentary  was  distinctly  later  than  the  origin- 
al of  the  Chinese  version :  a  terminus  ad  quern  is  given  by  the 
use  of  Gaudapada  by  Albiruni  in  the  eleventh  century  A  D 
and   by  his  priority  to  Vacaspatimisra,  whose  commentary 
on  the  Kartkd  the  Samkhytitattvakaumtidi,  written  in  the 
ninth  century  A. D.,t  ranks  high  among  the  authorities  on  the 
iamkhya   philosophy,  and  has  been  made    the  subject  of 
several  super-commentaries.     Later  is  the   commentary   of 
Narayanatirtha,  which  is  of  little  value. 

According  to   the    Kdrikd   the  end    of    the    Saiiikhya 
ptiilosophy  IS  to  discover  the  means  of  removing  the  three- 

*  As  held  by  Garbe,  Sdmkkya  Philosophic,  pp.  62-68. 

n..J  ^,^^'^\'^^]''  "P-  '■'■'•  »i- 58-     ^'^^  K.  Rclvarkar  (Bhandarkar  Com- 
memoration Volume,  pp.  171ff )  argues  that  the  original  of  the  Chinese 

nrove^H  Zl^'^-  ^f.^f'T-^^"''  ''^'^^  ^'  '■^'-•^*^'"8  ^ut  this  cannot  be 
proved,  as  derivation  from  a  common  source  is  still  equally  probable 

t  Keith,  7,/^.. 1.5..  1914,  r    !008. 
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fold  misery  of  the  world,  that  is,  the  commentators  explain, 
the  sorrows  Wrought  on  us  by  ourselves,  those  brought  by 
others,  and  those  inflicted  by  fate.  The  removal  of  misery 
cannot  be  achieved  eith'^r  empirically  or  by  devotion  to 
religious  practises.  Good  fortune  on  earth  is  perishable, 
and  moreover  it  is  not  positive  pleasure  but  freedom  from 
misery  that  the  wise  man  seeks.  The  practice  of  religion, 
again,  is  insufficient;  the  performance  of  sacrifice  not  only 
involves  the  slaying  of  victims  which  offends  against  the 
rule  of  non-injury,  but  the  rewards  of  such  actions  are 
transitory,  and  the  performer  must  fall  back  again,  after  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruit  of  his  deeds  in  yonder  world,  into  an 
earthly  existence :  moreover,  the  result  of  such  actions  leads 
to  positive  pleasure,*  not  to  the  freedom  from  pain  which 
is  the  ideal  of  the  sage. 

The  statement  of  the  object  of  the  system  is  of 
importance  in  that  it  brings  out  clearly  the  fundamental 
pre-suppositions  on  which  the  Sarhkhya,  like  the  other 
philosophical  systems,  rests.  It  is  assumed  as  self-evident 
that  the  world  is  a  condition  of  misery,  that  the  soul  is 
subject  to  transmigration,  and  that  there  is  some  degree  of 
truth  at  least  in  the  Vedic  tradition.  Whatever  the  origin 
of  the  doctrines  in  (juestion,  the  first  two  assumptions  are  of 
universal  validity  for  all  schools  of  Indian  thought,  with  the 
exception  of  atheistic  and  materialist  Carvakas,  and  the 
Saiiikhya  makes  no  effort  to  establish  their  validity.  The 
third  assumption  is  of  much  less  importance  from  the 
philosophical  view,  for  unlike  the  first  two  it  has  no  real 
effect  on  the  substance  of  the  Sariikhya  philosophy,  but  for 
the  adherents  of  the  system  it  had  the  great  advantage  of 
making  the  school  rank  as  orthodox,  and  so  on  a  higher 
plane  not  merely  than  the  Buddhists  or  Jains,  but  even  than 
the  sectarian  worshippers  of  Visnu  and  Siva. 

The  real  mode  of  freedom  from  the  misery  of  existence 
lies  in  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  Sarhkhya,  the 
evolved,  the  unevolved,  and  the  knower,  but  the  preliminary 


♦  So  P.  Deussen,  Allgcmcinc  Geschichte  dcr  Philosophic,  I,  iii, 
415.  The  commentators  hold  that  envy  Is  produced  by  the  sight  of 
others'  grfnter  bliss 
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question  of  the  mode  in  which  truth  is  to  be  attained  is  not 
ignored  in  the  Karika.  The  three  means  of  proof  are  expressly 
asserted  to  be  perception,  inference  and  correct  tradition, 
which  are  sufficient,  on  the  on?  hand,  to  establish  every-  prin- 
ciple, and  all  of  which,  on  the  other  hand,  are  essential  to 
account  for  existence  as  known  to  us.     Perception  is  defined 
to  be  mental  apprehension  of  a  present  object,  inference  is 
declared  to  be  threefold  and  distinguished  by  the  presence  of 
a  mark  and  the  bearer  of  a  mark,  while  correct  tradition  is 
equated  with  the  holy  scripture,  Sruti,  rightly  understood. 
The  use  of  scripture,  however,  is  restricted  to  those  cases  only 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  the  other  modes  of 
proof,  and  the  instances  in  which  it  has  to  be  resorted  to  are 
reduced  to  such  as  are  Ixjyond  (>erception  hy  the  sense  and 
beyond  inference  by  analogy :  such  cases  are  the  Vedic  gods, 
Mount  Mcru,  and  the  Uttara  Kuru.s,  all  things  whose  truth 
is  vouched  for  in  scripture,  but  which  cannot  be  known  by 
any  other  means.     The  three  forms  of  inference  are  not 
described   in  the  Karika,  and  the  commentaries  differ,  but 
the  commentary  on  the  Nyaya  Sfttra  (i,  1.  5 )  explains  them  as 
mference  from  cause  to  eifect,  as  from  the  presence  of  clouds 
to  rain,  from  the  effect  to  tlie  cause,  as  from  the  swelling  of 
the  streams  in  the  valleys  to  rain  in  the  hills,  and  by  analogy, 
as  when  we  infer  from  the  fact  that  a  man  alters  his  place 
when  he  moves  that  tlfe  stars,  since  they  appear  in  different 
places,  must  move  also.*     In  these    cases    in    the    Indian 
conception  of  logic   the   clouds,  the  swollen   streams,  the 
change  of  place  of  tlie  stars  are  the  mark,  and  the  rain  to 
come,  the  rain  in  the  hills,  and  the  movement  of  the  stars 
are  the  bearers  of  the  mark. 

The  absence  of  any  attempt  to  examine  more  closely  the 
nature  of  perception  and  of  inference  and  their  mutual 
relations  is  striking,  and  indicates  how  firmlv  fixed  was  the 
view  of  the  system  that  perception  gave  immediate  knowledge 
of  reality,  and  that  inference  gave  mediate  knowledge.    The, 

i/i^  tTn*^*^  i^*^"^*^"'  -^//iffwfmr  Gcschichte  der  Philosopkie,  I,  iii. 
J67-370.  The  third  type  is  taken  more  generally  as  inductive  by 
VacaspatimiSra  and  Vijnanabhik^u,  see  Garbc,  Sdrhkhya  Philosophic 
pp.  153-154;  Jacobi,  GoHxnuischc  Gdehrte  Anteij^en,  1805  p  204 
Cf.  A  r.iirk,  Vienna  Orimtal  Journal,  X\',25\-264. 
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admission  by  the  side  of  these  two  principles,  which  alono 
were  allowed  by  the  Vai§e?ika  school,  of  the  conception  of 
authority,  harmonises  with  the  uncritical  attitude  of  the 
school  to  the  problem  of  knowledge,  and  with  its  essentially 
practical  end,  the  removal  of  misery.  The  belief  in  the 
Vedic  tradition  from  the  point  of  view  of  purely  scientific 
interest  could  not  be  accepted  without  examination :  to  the 
supporters  of  a  system  with  a  defljute  means  of  salvation 
the  presence  in  the  midst  of  tb' '  ^  of  one  which  might 

not  bear  close  examination  was  indiiierent,  since  it  did  not 
vitally  affect  tne  main  structure  of  the  system. 

The  essentially  inferior  position  as  a  means  of  proof, 
allotted  to  tradition,  is  attested  by  the  Samkhya  doctrine  of 
causality:  despite  the  numerous  passages  in  the  sacred 
scriptures  which  might  be  adduced  for  the  doctrine  that  non- 
existence was  the  source  of  being,  the  Satiikhya  asserts  the 
doctrine  that  the  result  really  exists  beforehand  in  its  cause, 
just  as  the  clay  serves  to  form  a  pot,  or  the  threads  form  a 
piece  of  cloth.  For  this  theory  five  grounds  are  adduced: 
the  non-existent  cannot  be  the  subject  of  an  activity ;  the 
product  is  really  nothing  else  than  the  material  of  which  it 
is  composed ;  the  product  exists  before  its  coming  into  being 
in  the  shape  of  its  material ;  only  a  definite  product  can  be 
produced  from  each  material;  and  only  a  specific  materiui 
can  yield  a  specific  result.  The  last  four  arguments,  which 
are  in  effect  but  two,  rest  on  the  perception  that  in  the 
product  the  original  material  is  contained,  though  under 
change  of  appearance,  and  that  definite  materials  give 
definite  and  distinct  results ;  the  first  argument,  on  the  other 
hand,  rests  not  merely  on  the  fact  that  the  coming  into  being 
of  any  object  save  from  a  definite  material  is  not  observed, 
but  also  on  the  argument  that  if  a  thing  docs  not  exist  there 
can  be  no  possibility  of  its  doing  anything.  Hence  it 
follows  that  in  its  ultimate  essence  causality  is  reduced  to 
change  of  appearance  in  an  abiding  entity,  a  conception  of 
great  importance  for  the  system. 

From  the  principle  of  causality  is  dt  luced  the  fact  that  the 
ultimate  basis  of  the  empirical  univcr.se  is  the  unevolved, 
Avyakta.  Individual  things  are  all  limited  in  magnitude, 
and  this  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the  .ource  of  the 
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universe.  All  individual  things  are  analogous  one  to  another, 
and  therefore  no  one  can  be  regarded  as  the  final  source  of 
the  other.  Moreover,  as  they  all  come  into  being  from  a  source, 
they  cannot  constitute  that  source.  Further,  an  effect  must 
differ  from  its  cause,  though  it  must  consist  of  the  cause, 
and  therefore  the  empiric  universe  cannot  itself  be  the  final 
cause,  but  must  be  the  product  of  some  ultimate  cause. 
The  obvious  difficulty  that  the  unevolved  cannot  be  perceiv- 
ed is  met  with  the  argument  that  its  fine  nature  renders  it 
imperceptible,  just  as  other  things,  of  whose  existence  there 
is  no  doubt,  cannot  be  perceived ;  either  because  of  their  too 
great  distance  or  proximity,  through  the  intervention  of  a 
third  object,  through  admixture  with  similar  matter,  through 
the  presence  of  some  more  powerful  sensation,  or  the  blind- 
ness or  other  defect  of  the  senses  or  the  mind  of  the 
observer. 

From  the  nature  of  the  final  cause  follow  the  essential 
differences  between  the  unevolved  and  the  evolved.  The 
products  have  a  cause,  on  which  they  depend,  and  to  which 
they  are  related:  the  source  is  uncaused  and  independent. 
They  are  many  in  number,  and  limited  in  space  and  name: 
the  source  is  one,  eternal  and  all-pervasive.  They  have 
activities,  and  parts:  the  source  is  immanent  in  all  but  has 
neither  activities  nor  parts.  They  are  the  mark:  the  source 
is  distinguished  by  them. 

The  process  of  development  of  the  unevolved  is  through 
the  activity  of  three  constituents  out  of  which  it  is  made 
up,  Sattva,  Rajas  and  Tamas.  The  first  of  these  consti- 
tuents, or  factors,  is  that  in  nature  which  is  litjht,  which 
reveals,  which  causes  pleasure  to  man :  the  second  is  what 
is  impell-ig  and  moves,  what  produces  activity  in  man : 
the  third  is  what  is  heavy  and  restrains,  what  produces 
the  state  of  indifference  or  inactivity  in  man.  The  three 
constituents  act  essentially  in  close  relation:  they  overpower 
and  support  one  another,  produce  one  another  and  inter- 
mingle with  one  another.  They  are  compared  in  a  homely 
simile  to  the  constituents  of  a  lamp,  that  is,  it  seems,  to  the 
flame,  oil,  and  wick,  respectively.  The  origin  of  the 
conception  seems  to  be  in  the  main  psychologic,  but  even  in 
the  Kdrikd  it  is  impossible  not  to  realize  the  material  nature 
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also  accorded  to  the  Gunas.  No  proof  of  their  existence  is 
offered:  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  they  were  held  to  be 
established  by  observation  both  of  nature  and  of  man. 

From  the  possession  of  the  three  constituents,  which  is 
conmion  to  both  the  evolved  and  the  unevolved,  follow 
certain  further  characteristics  of  these  entities,  which  form 
the  discrimination  between  them  and  the  other  great 
principle  of  the  Saiiikhya,  Purusha,  or  spirit.  Unlike  spirit, 
the  evolved  and  the  unevolved  arc  without  the  power  of 
discriminating  between  themselves  and  spirit:  indeed 
without  spirit  they  are  wholly  unconscious;  they  are 
objective  only  while  spirit  is  the  subject;  tliey  arc  common 
to  all  spirits  whereas  each  spirit  is  unique;  tlicj  are  either 
creative,  created  or  both  creative  and  created,  while  spirit 
is  neither  created  nor  creative.  While,  however,  it  is 
expressly  said  that  these  distinctions  arise  from  the 
possession  by  the  unevolved  of  the  three  constituents  which 
are  likewise  present  in  the  evolved,  the  mode  of  the 
derivation  of  the  characteristics  is  not  given.  Nor  is  this 
defect  remedied  in  the  account  given  of  the  arguments  for 
the  existence  of  the  spirit  as  these  arguments  essentially 
assume  that  the  nature  of  the  unevolved  and  the  evolved  is 
something  independently  ascertained. 

The  arguments  put  forward  for  the  existence  of  spirit 
are  that  the  aggregate  of  nature  must  exist  for  the  sake  of 
something,  that  there  must  be  something  to  Jje  the  presiding 
power  for  which  the  evolution  of  the  universe  takes  place, 
that  there  must  be  u  subject  to  experience  the  three  constituents 
of  the  universe,  that  the  development  of  the  world  proceeds 
for  the  sake  of  the  emancipation  of  something,  and  that 
something  must  exist  with  qualities  opposed  to  those  of  the 
universe.  Further,  it  is  deduced  that  there  must  be  many 
spirits,  since  experience  shows  us  separate  birth  and  death, 
separate  organs  and  different  actions,  and,  further,  spirit 
must  be  the  reverse  of  nature,  which  is  essentially  one  and 
the  same  to  all.  Similarly,  by  reason  of  the  same  contrast, 
spirit  is  the  subject,  not  the  object,  it  reaches  and  possesses 
freedom  because  of  its  power  of  discerning  the  difference 
Ijetween  itself  and  nature:  it  is  conscious,  as  against 
unconscious  nature;  it  is  without  participation  in  activity 
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in  any  form,  and,  unlike  nature,  produces  nothing.  Never- 
theless, the  empiric  self  is  explained  only  by  the  union  of 
spirit  with  nature;  through  this  union  the  fine  body  which 
is  a  product  of  nature  becomes,  though  itself  without 
consciousness,  coni^cious.  On  the  other  hand,  though  the 
constituents  alone  possess  activity  by  reason  of  the  uniting 
with  spirit,  spirit,  really  indifferent,  appears  as  an  actor. 
But  the  conjunction  of  the  two  is  essentially  not  intended 
to  be  permanent :  it  is,  in  fact,  like  the  union  of  a  blind  man 
with  a  lame  man :  spirit  joins  forces  with  nature  in  order 
that  nature  may  be  revealed  to  spiiit,  and  that  spirit  may 
obtain  freedom  from  its  connection  with  nature. 

This  conception  is  the  fundamental  point  of  the  whole 
Samkhya  system,  and  its  difficulties  are  obvious.  There  is 
no  possibility  of  mediation  between  the  spirit  which  is 
removed  from  all  action,  and  the  active  but  unconscious 
nature.  The  famous  simile  of  the  blind  man  who  carries 
on  his  back  the  lame  man,  and  thus  places  his  activity  under 
the  control  of  the  directing  power  of  the  other,  suffers  from 
the  fundamental  difficulty  that  the  two  men  with  which  it 
deals  are  both  possessed  of  activity  and  so  can  co-operate. 
Spirit  cannot  act,  and  on  the  other  hand  nature,  being 
un<:onscious,  is  not  capable  of  receiving  directions  from  the 
conscious  spirit.  Still  more  serious  is  the  difficulty  that, 
while  the  aim  of  the  union  of  the  lame  and  the  blind  is 
obviously  the  serving  of  a  useful  purpose,  no  such  purpose 
can  be  conceived  for  the  union  of  spirit  and  nature. 
Unconscious  nature  cannot  experience  misery:  spirit  in 
itself  does  not  experience  misery,  and  the  union  of  the  two, 
which  results  in  the  apparent  experience  of  miser>'  by  spirit, 
which  wrongly  thinks  that  the  mi.sery  which  it  brings  to 
light  in  nature  is  misery  which  it  itself  endures,  thus  creates 
the  very  misery  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  union  to  abolish. 

It  is  impossil>le  to  imagine  that  o  complicated  a  system 
could  have  arisen  from  independent  speculation  on  the  nature 
of  existence.  The  conception  of  spirit  in  the  Sariikhya  is 
clearly  nothing  more  than  the  carrying  to  a  further  limit  of 
the  conception  of  the  self  in  the  teaching  of  the  Brhadaranynka 
Upanifad.  The  distinction  of  the  subjective  and  the  objective, 
and  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  subject  is  in  a  sense 
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opposed  to  the  object,  has  led  to  the  hypostatization  of  the 
totitJ^n".*  »«P"»^«  entity  opposed  to  all  objectivity,  and 
to  the  doctnne  that  the  subject  is  somehow  dragged  into  un- 
satisfactory contact  with  objectivity,  from  which  is  to  be  wt 

fH  ^tifT"'."^  S  ^L"'  "H""""'  '"^  '''  ^^««"*'^^  distinction 
from  the  object  Startmg  from  the  fact  of  normal  con- 
sciousness the  whole  content  of  consciousness  is  attributed  to 
nature,  the  element  which  makes  it  conscious  to  spirit,  but 
in  place  of  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  without  content 
there  can  be  no  subject,  the  existence  of  the  subject  is 
asserted  as  reality,  but  the  content  of  consciousness  is 
represented  as  an  error  due  to  the  failure  of  spirit  to  realize 
Its  true  nature.    While  however,  the  error  of  h^ostat  zatbn 

tL  ^^  nP^'^  °l*^5  *°*a^  P'-o<^ess  of  consciousness  is 
found  equally  in  Yajnavalkya  and  his  followers,*  the 
f^J?^'*  ""r  *,deP?rture  in  two  points  of  fundamental 
unportance  from  the  lines  of  the  earlier  philosophy.  In 
both  cases  the  points  represent  concessions  to  popular 
opinion,  and  m  both  cases,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
philosophy,  the  result  is  unsatisfactory.  In  the  first  place 
m  accordance  with  the  obvious  existence  of  many  men  a 
multitude  of  souls  is  allowed  as  real:  in  the  second  Xe 
while,  as  m  the  Vedanta,  much  of  the  world  is  admitted  to  b^ 
the  product  of  ideal  elements,t  a  certain  amount  is  left 
which  remains  as  will  be  seen,  in  some  sense  other  than  a 
product  of  the  ideal  elements. 

The  essential  disadvantage  of  the  introduction  of  these 
new  elements  into  the  system  is  that  the  conception  of  the 
subject  cannot  logically  be  maintained  when  many  subjects 
are  allowed.  The  epithets  given  to  the  subject  in  the 
Samkhya  are  applicable  to  the  abstract  conception  of  the 
subject  as  opposed  to  all  itb  content :  there  can  be  no  multipli- 

Tfc  Vf"*"  ^r*''  ^Jiiller's  (Icvelopment,  based  in  part  on  Kant  in 
TheS,lestanHorsckcrd  (London,  1903).  with  F.  B  Jevons's  inc Live 
criticism.  Htbbert  Journal,  ii,  403-7.  jevonss  incisive 

TTrm!»^?'"^*'i^^.*  "l"""^  ''"  ''"=  ^^^^  ^^''^  =1"  P'-akrti  which  he  renders 
Urmaterie  and  its  dcnvates  are  natural,  not  ideal.     But  this  seems  to 
go  rather  far.  the  product  Buddhi  and  its  derivates  arc  rather  uncon 
scious  mental  states,  philosophically  a  doubtful  conceDtion    h^.^  m^^' 
satisfactory  than  the  idea  of   their  naturalism      Prakr       h«w 
more  than  Buddhi  and  is  partlyTatura  '    '     °  '^'''^'■'   '" 
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cation  of  this  abstract  conception  as  the  Saihkhya  asserts. 
The  existence  of  numerous  individual.^  who  are  conscious  is  a 
totally  different  thing,  for  their  number  and  individuality 
are  conditioned  by  the  possession  oi  a  difierent  objective 
content  in  consciousness,  and  when  this  is  removed  there 
would  remain  nothing  at  all,  or  at  the  most  the  abstract 
conception  of  subject,  which  could  not  be  a  multitude  of 
individual  spirits.  Had  the  Sartikhya  conception  been  that 
of  a  number  of  souls  as  opposed  to  spirits,  no  logical 
objection  could  be  raised  to  ihe  theory  of  multiplicity,  but 
the  sharp  distinction  of  spirit  and  nature,  and  the  assertion 
that  there  is  no  real  connection  between  them,  deprive  spirit 
of  any  possible  reality. 

These  difficulties  come  out  in  great  prominence  m  the 
effort  to  deduce  the  evolution  of  nature  for  the  sake  of  spirit. 
From  nature  arises  the  great  one,  often  called  intellect, 
Buddhi;  then  arises  individuation,  Aharhkara;  thence  come 
the  five  organs  of  perception,  Buddhindriya;  the  five  organs 
of  action,  Karmendriya.and  the  five  fineelements,Tanmatras; 
from  the  five  elements  arise  the  five  gross  elements, 
Mahabhutas,  and  from  them  the  world.  Tne  series  up  to 
the  five  gross  elements,  including  nature  itself,  number 
twenty-four,  and  with  spirit  as  twenty-fifth  make  up  the 
principles  of  the  system.  The  first,  nature,  is  evolvent 
only:  the  rest,  save  the  gross  elements,  are  evolved  and 
evolvent,  the  gross  elements  are  evolved,  and  spirit  is  neither 
evolvent  or  evolved,  but  this  distinction  is  of  no  weight  for 
the  system.  The  series  is  in  all  probability  of  historical 
origin,  as  it  finds,  as  we  have  seen,  an  analogue  in  the 
Katha  Vpanisud,  and  perhaps  for  this  reason  its  deduction 
is  full  of  difficulty. 

The  essential  conception  is  that  from  unconscious  nature 
there  is  developed  for  the  sake  of  spirit  a  whole  universe, 
that  the  development  takes  place  for  each  individual  si>irit 
separately,  but  yet  at  the  same  time  in  such  a  manner  that 
nature  and  its  evolutes  are  common  to  all  spirits.  The 
question,  how  nature,  consi.sting  of  the  equilibrium  of  the 
three  constituents,  Sattva,  kajas  and  Tamas,  can  he.  brought 
into  activity  nt  all  remains  unsolved:  it  is  illustrated  by  the 
simile  of  the  unconscious  milk  which  flows  to  nourish  the 
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calf,  yet  nature  is  said  to  proceed  for  the  freedom  of 
spirit  as  men  proceed  to  bring  to  cessation  their  desires. 
But  nature  is  essentially  other  than  spirit:  it  is  not,  as  in 
the  Vedanta,  a  production  of  ignorance,  l)ut  is  as  real  as 
spirit  itself,  though  it  is  only  under  the  influence  of  union 
with  spirit  that  it  evolves  itself.  But  for  that  union  the 
constituents,  though  credited  with  the  power  of  action, 
would  not  alter  from  their  condition  of  equilibrium. 

The  conception  of  intellect  as  the  first  evolute  from  natu'-e 
is  doubtless  to  be  traced  to  the  derivation  from  the  Avyakta 
of  the  great  soul  in  the  Katha  Upanifad  (iii,  11).  This 
fact,  and  its  position  in  the  series  of  evolutes  before  the 
principle  of  indivijuation,  suggest  that  the  primary  sense 
of  the  expression  is  cosmic,  but  the  exact  force  of  a  cosmic 
intellect  in  a  system  which  has  not  a  creator  or  world-soul 
is  difficult  to  appreciate,  though  in  the  Vedanta  it  is  easy  to 
understand  how  from  the  impersonal  Brahman  can  be 
derived  the  personal  Hiranyagarbha  who  can  be  regarded 
as  the  world-soul.  At  most  the  conception  aimed  at  may 
be  that  the  influence  of  spirit  is  to  convert  the  wholly 
indeterminate  nature  into  a  consciousness,  which  for  lack 
of  principle  of  individuation  can  only  be  conceived  as 
a  potential  consciousness.  But  this  cosmic  position  of 
intellect  is  feebly  grasped  in  the  Kdrikd,  in  which  on  the 
contrary  stress  is  laid  on  the  intellect  as  psychological. 
It  is  defined  as  the  power  of  decision,  by  which  it  seems 
to  be  distinguished  from  mind,  as  the  power  which 
formulates  the  possible  courses  and  carries  out  the  decision, 
while  on  the  intellectual  side  mind  brings  up  the  material 
for  concepts  which  the  intellect  fomiulaies  *  Viewed  in 
this  light,  intellect,  which  like  all  tlie  products  of  nature 
consists  of  three  constituents,  in  its  Sattva  aspect  is 
distinguished  by  the  performance  of  duty,  knowledge, 
freedom  from  desire,  and  divine  powers:  in  its  aspect  as 
Tamas  it  is  distinguished  by  the  reverse  of  those  {|ualiiies,  or 
more  correctly  it  is  the  Rajas  aspect  which  prodrcfs  desire. 
It  is  clear  that  considered  thus  intellect  cannot  be  prior  to 

*  Cf.  Deussen,  AUgemcinc  Gcschichie  der  Philoouphie,  I,  iii, 
436,  439.  Garbe  {Sdiiikhya  Pliilos'^pbie,  pp.  25''  253)  resuictF  mind 
to  wish  and  doubt  and  to  its  connection  with  tiv  organs. 
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mind  or  individuation,  and  that  it  perfomu  a   twofold 
and  inconsistent  part  in  the  scheme. 

The  principle  of  individuation  can  only  be  understoM 
as  the  principle  through  the  action  of  which  the  several 
spirits  become  endowed  each  with  a  separate  substratuni, 
which  results  in  the  appearance  of  human  individuals.  It  is 
impossible  to  interpret  the  principle  of  individuation  in 
any  real  cosmic  sense,  as  if  this  is  done  we  would  find 
ourselves  faced  with  the  conception  of  a  really  conscious 
world  spirit,  which  is  not  accepted  in  the  Kdrikd.  Psycho- 
logically the  principle  stands  midway  between  intellect  and 
mind:  the  sensations  communicated  through  mind  are 
referred  to  the  self  and  result  in  a  perfect  concept;  the 
suggestions  of  action  sent  up  by  mind  are  referred  to  the 
self  by  the  action  of  individuation,  and  result  in  the  decision 
of  intellect,  and  the  derivation  of  mind  and  the  senses  from 
individuation,  like  that  of  individuation  from  intellect,  is 
apain  logically  impossible. 

The  pyschological  character  of  the  principle  of  in- 
dividuation is  emphasized  by  the  derivation  from  it  in  its 
Sattva  aspect  of  the  mind  and  the  five  organs  of  perception 
and  the  five  organs  of  action,  and  from  it  in  its  Tamas 
aspect  of  the  five  fine  elements,  thus  developing  a  further 
parallelism  of  the  subjective  and  the  objective  elements. 
In  each  derivation  the  Rajas  aspect  plays  its  part,  both  as 
serving  to  set  the  other  constituents  in  action  and  as 
actually  present  in  the  results.  The  five  organs  of 
perception  arc  those  of  sight,  hearing,  smell,  taste  and  touch; 
the  five  organs  of  action  are  the  tongue,  feet,  hands,  and  the 
organs  of  cvacu.-ition  and  reproduction.  Mind  is,  like  these 
ten,  an  organ  through  which  external  reality  is  apprehended, 
but  it  has  the  important  function  of  arranging  the  sense 
impressions  into  precepts,  of  suggesting  alternative.*,  and  of 
carying  out  the  decisions  of  the  will  by  means  of  the  organs 
of  action.  The  function  of  the  organs  of  perception  is 
merely  observation,  in  contrast  with  the  action  of  the  organs 
of  action.     Mind  with  the  organs*  apjKiars  to  Ije  considered 

♦   So  Saiiikara,  and   apparently  Gaudap'ida      VacaspatimiSra  at- 
tributes t''.e  activity  to  mind,  individuation  and  intellect. 
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as  producing  by  their  action  the  five  vital  airs,  which  in  the 
Ved&nta  system  are  given  an  independent  place  as  the  sup- 
porters of  the  life  of  nutrition  as  op|H)sed  to  the  conscious 
life.     The  distinction  of  ten  senses  is  not  explained,  save 
by  a  reference  to  the  diverse  development  of  the  constituents. 
Mind    shares    with    intellect    and    individuation    the 
peculiarity  that  there  is  no  distinction  Ixrtween  organ  and 
function,  as  there  is  in  the  case  of  the  other  ten  senses.     In 
perception  all  four  functions,  the  senses,  mind,  individuation, 
and  intellect  arc  active:  in  other  cases  only  the  latter  three 
are  employed,  but  their  activity  must  rest  upon  the  result  of 
previous  perception,  a  memory  picture  or  an   idea.     The 
action  in  both  cases  may  l)e  simultaneous,  or  step  by  step,  but 
in  the  former  case  the  real  sense  is,  it  seems,  that  the  process 
is  too  swift  for  the  steps  to  be  observed:  thus  an  object  is 
seen  by  the  senses,  the  sense  impression  is  developed  into  a 
percept  by  mmd,  related  to  the  self  b)   individuation,  and 
made  into  a  concept  by  intellect,  or  suggested  decisions  are 
formed  by  mind,  brought  into  individuation,  and  the  decision 
is  given  by  intellect,  whereupon  mind  sees  to  their  execution. 
Thus  in  its  widest  sense  the  organ  can  l)e  described  as 
thirteen-fold:  the  three  functions,  intellect,   individuation, 
and  mind  form  the  inner  organ,  the  ten  senses  the  outer 
organ,  through  which  alone  can  the  inner  organ  be  set  in 
activity,  either  directly  in  perception  or  through  the  influence 
of  a  former  f^rception.     The  outer  organ  is  thus  bound  to 
the  present  in  time,  the  inner  can  deal  with  past  and  future. 
The  organs  are  mutually  helpful,  but  their  ultimate  aim  is 
for  the  sake  of  spirit.     The  senses  arc  the  door,  while  the 
inner  organ  is  compared  to  the  doorkeeper.     Between  the 
organs  of  perception  and  of  action  there  is  a  distinction  in 
the  nature  of  their  objects;  the  former  contcmplnte  both  the 
fine  and  the  gross  elements,  including  all  the    .orld  under 
the  httor  head;  speech  has  sound  as  its  object,  while  the 
other  four  organs  deal  with  all  the  five  gross  elements  and 
the  world  derived  from  them. 

The  position  of  intellect,  however,  is  one  of  special 
importance :  all  the  action  of  the  other  organs  is  carried  out 
for  the  intellect,  and  it  works  directly  for  spirit,  producing 
its  experience  of  all  existence  on  the  one  hand  and  on  the 
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Other  securing  the  discernment  of  the  subtle  distinction 
between  spirit  and  nature. 

The  fine  elements  are  described  as  without  difference  in 
them,  while  the  gross  elements  which  arise  from  them  are 
expressly  described  as  possessing  this  quality,  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  gross  elements  are  considered,  as  in  the 
Chandogya  Upani?ad  (vi,  4),  where,  however,  there  are  but 
three  elements  in  question,  to  be  produced  by  the  intermingl- 
ing of  the  fine  elements,  the  elements  receiving  their  special 
names  from  the  presence  in  them  of  the  greater  amount  of 
the  specific  element,  in  accordance  with  the  view  of  the 
Vedanta,  in  which  each  element  consists  of  a  half  of  one 
element  and  one-eighth  each  of  the  other  four.  The  alter- 
native view  suggested  by  the  Taittinya  Upanifad  (ii,  1) 
under  which  the  gross  elements  would  arise  from  the 
compounding  of  the  fine  elements  by  the  process  of 
accumulation,  wind,  for  example,  having  both  the  qualities 
of  audibility  and  tactibility,  is  adopted  by  Gaudapada  and 
VacaspatimiSra,  but  seems  to  have  less  probability,  since  in 
it  ether  would  have  but  one  quality,  audibility,  and  so  could 
not  be  contrasted  as  a  gross  element  with  the  corresponding 
fine  element. 

Together  with  the  organs  the  fine  elements  form  part  of 
the  Linga,  the  psychic  apparatus,  which  passes  from  life  ij 
life.  The  Linga,  however,  includes  as  a  necessary  part  of  it 
the  subtle  parts  of  the  gross  elements,  which  serve  as  the 
seed  whence  the  physical  body  springs.  These  subtle 
portions  are  as  necessary  to  the  psychic  apparatus  as  the 
canvas  to  a  picture  or,  by  a  less  appropriate  simile,  a  pillar 
to  a  shadow.  This  psychic  apparatus,  which  is  incorporeal, 
and  is  prior  to  the  conception  of  time,  accompanies  the  souls 
throughout  transmigration,  from  body  to  body,  in  accordance 
with  the  rule  of  causality,  playing  like  an  actor  various 
parts,  a  power  which  it  possesses  since  it  shares  in  the 
propeity  of  all  pervadingness  which  belongs  to  nature. 
This  conjunction  of  spirit  with  the  psychic  apparatus  is  the 
cause  of  misery,  and  lasts  until  the  attainment  of  true 
insight. 

The  gross  elements,  however,  have  a  further  character- 
istic.    They  consist  of  two  further  portions,  those  described 
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as  born  of  father  and  mother,  which  go  to  make  the  boay  of 
the  psychic  apparatus,  firowing  out  of  the  seed  in  the    ^-rm 
of    the   subtle   portions    of   the    gross   elements,    and    the 
Prabhutas,  which  form  the  mass  of  iiuirganic  nature.  These 
two  elements  grow  cut  from  the  subtle  portions,   and  thus 
each  individual  spirit  is  provided  with  a  complete  world   of 
its  own  arising  from  itself.     At  the  same  time,  however,  it  is 
expressly  indicated  that  these  last  two  portions  of  the  gross 
elements  fall  back  at  death  into  the  body  of  nature,  and  it 
is  clear  that  the  conception  of  the  souls  as  monads  is  not 
carried    out    to    its    full    extent.*     The    reason    for    the 
breach    in    the    unity    of    the    idea    is    obvious:     it     is 
intended    to    meet     the     case     of     the     difficulty     which 
arises    as    to     the    existence    in    the    empiric     world     of 
other  souls  in  human  and  other  bodies,  and  of  inorganic 
nature.      To  consider  all  these  as  developed  from  the  fine 
elements  separately  for  each  spirit  would  seem  unnatural, 
and  though,  therefore,  the  gross  elements  are  expressly  derived 
from  the  fine  elements,  and  though  these  are  derived  from 
the  principle  of  individuation,  which  cannot  be  cosmic,  none 
the  less  these  two  portions  of  the  gross  elements  are  treated 
as  being  the  same  for  all,  not  merely  similar  and,  therefore,  as 
cosmic.      This  fact  reveals  a  realistic  basis  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Samkhya  conception,  and  suggests  that  nature  is  to  some 
degree  at  least  directly  responsible  for  inorganic  things,  and 
even  for  the  corporeal  parts  of  organic  things.      Of  the 
latter  fourteen  classes  are  enumerated,  eight  divine,  given 
Viiriouslv,  bv    Gaudapada    as    Brahman,  Prajapati,  Soma, 
Indra,  Gandharvas,  Yaksas,  Pi^acas,  and  Raksases,  five  of 
beasts,  given  by  the  same  scholiast  as  wild  animals,  domesti- 
cated animals,  birds,  reptiles,  and  plants,  and  one  of  men. 
In  the  worlds  of  the  gods  the  constituent  Sattva  prevails,  m 
that  of  men  Rajas,  in  the  rest  Tamas.     Of  inorganic  nature 
not  a  hint  is  given,  a  fact  whirh  suggests  that  the  difficulties 
of  its  position  were  decidedly  felt  by  the  author. 

*  Cf  vv.  22,  39  and  41  of  the  KarikCi:  tlie  subtle  portions  seem 
to  pic.  from  nature  the  material  for  the  Matdpitrjas.  See  Deussen, 
Allgcmrinc  GeschUlttc  dcr  Phiiosophiv.  1.  iii,  447,  448,  497 ;  below, 
p  o".  The  obiertions  of  O.  Strauss,  V'i(««a  Oriental  Journal,  xxvn, 
262,  are  not  convincing. 
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In  Us  passage  through  the  world,  from  body  to  body,  in 
the  course  of  time  each  soul,  or  spirit  with  its  psychic  body. 
IS  subject  to  determination,  which  cannot  be  deduced  from 
Its  own  nature  as  spirit  nor  from  the  psychic  body,  but  must 

ff  m?  I'^^^l^  ^'°'"  "^^"'■^-  This  determination  is 
afforded  by  the  Bhavas,  psychic  slates,  which  are  insepar- 
ably bound  up  with  the  psychic  apparatus:  the  *wo  go 
together  so  long  as  the  spirit  is  not  finally  freed  from  the 
psychic  apparatus.  Each  individual  life  starts  with  a 
definite  equipment  of  states,  and  it  adds  others  in  its  life- 
apparently  those  with  which  it  starts  exhaust  themselves  iii 
the  course  of  its  life,  and  when  it  passes  away  and  in  due 
course  a  new  life  begins  the  new  life  carries  with  it  the 
states  accumulated  in  the  last  existence. 

The  direct  connection  of  the  states  with  nature  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  eight  enumerated  are  those  which  have 
already  been  given  as  the  characteristics  of  the  Sattva  and 
Tamas  asp«  ts  of  intellect.  They  are  performance  of  duty 
and  the  re\.r^e,  which  lead  respectively  to  a  higher  Diace  in 
the  next  life  and  to  degradation;  knowledge,  which  leads  to 
fanal  release;  ignorance,  which  entails  continued  bondage: 
indifference  to  desire,  which  helps  to  loosen  the  bond  between 
spirit  and  nature;*  desire,  which  leads  to  rebirth;  divine 
power,  which  leads  to  freedom  from  obstacles,  and  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Siddhis,  perfections;  and  lack  of  divine  power 
which  has  the  reverse  effect. 

The  Karikd,  however,  gives,  beside  this  eightfold  division 
which  IS  frequently  referred  to,  another  division  of  fifty 
states,  divided  under  four  heads.  These  are  the  five 
Viparyayas,  erroneous  views,  the  twenty-eight  A§aktis,  lack 
of  power;  the  nine  Tushtis,  satisfactions;  and  the  eight 
Siddhis,  perfections.  The  five  Viparyayas,  whic.v  -e  com- 
parable with  the  five  Klesas  of  the  Yoga  syste  .vidya 
Asmita,  Raga,  Dvesha,  and  Abhinivesa,  are  Tamas,  darkness;' 
Moha,  confusion;  Mahamoha,  deep  confusion;  Tamisra. 
gloom;  and  Andhatamisra,  dark  gloom.  There  are  eight 
kinds  of  Tamas,  explained  by  the  commentators  as  the  error 

*  See  Deusscn,  AUgemeinc  Gcschichte  der  Philosophie,  I  iii  451 
Absorption  in  nature  is  the  rendering  of  the  commentators.    ' 
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of  regarding  nature,  intellect,  individuation  or  the  five  fine 

elements  as  the  soul;    eight  of  Moha,  explained   as  the 

belief  of  the  gods  that  their  eight  perfections  are  not  liable 

to  be  lost;  ten  Maharaohas,  the  devotion  of  the  gods  and  of 

men  to  sensations  of  sound,  touch,  colour,  taste,  and  smell; 

eighteen  TSmisras,  jealousy  arising  in  connection  with  the 

ten  objects  of  sense,  and  the  eight  Siddhis,  and  eighteen 

Andhatamisras,  the  fear  of  losing  these  eighteen  objects 

There  are  eighteen  ASaktis,  eleven  of  them  the  weaknesses 

of  the  ten  senses  and  mind,  and  the  remaining  seventeen 

the  defects  of  intellect  which  prevent  the  attainment  of  the 

nine  Tu§tis  and  eight  Siddhis.       The  nine  Tu|tis  consist 

of  four  internal,  the  belief  in  the  winning  of  final  release 

through  nature,  asceticism,  time  or  good  fortune,  and  the 

five  outer,  consisting  of  the  renunciation  of  the  sensations  of 

touch,  etc.     The  eight  Siddhis,  unlike  the  other  Bhavas, 

directly  help  to  final  release:    they  are  meditation,  study, 

scripture,  the  removal  of  sorrow  caused  by  ourselves    by 

others  or  by  fate,  the  winning  of  frirnds  and  Dana,  which 

would  normally  be  deemed  to  refer  to  generosity,  but  which 

has  been  rendered*  purification  of  the  mind,  since  otherwise 

the  Siddhis  do  not  seem  to  contain  anything  corresponding 

to  knowledge. 

It  seems  hopeless  to  try  to  reconcile  these  two  lists  of 
states:  they  are  too  much  alike  to  be  regarded  as  radically 
different,  and  the  obvious  solution  of  the  problem  is  to 
assume  that  they  represent  a  view  which  was  held  in  the 
school,  and  which  developed  the  matter  in  a  different  way. 
It  IS,  however,  so  strange  that  ISvarakrsna  should  have 
introduced  the  matter  without  any  hint  of  the  relation  of  the 
two  sets  of  states— except  the  wholly  misleading  one  that 
they  are  the  same  thing — that  the  conjecture  is  justified  that 
the  verses  (46-51)  which  deal  with  them  are  a  later  interpo- 
lation, added  at  or  before  the  time  when  the  last  three 
verses  were  added  and  the  statement  made  that  the  tract 
numbered  seventy  verses. 

So  long  as  the  necessary-  knowledge  of  the  essential  dis- 
tinction of  spirit  and  nature  is  not  attained,  the  spirit  with 


By  VacaspatimiSra  on  Kiriki  51. 
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the  psychic  apparatus  must  wander  from  birth  to  birth, 
gathering  from  nature  at  each  birth  the  portions  of  the  gross 
elements  described  as  born  of  father  and  mother  in  order  to 
assume  a  physical  body.      All  this  time  nature  by  evolving 
for  spirit  in  the  hope  of  enabling  it  to  attain  final  release 
is  like  a  dancer  who  displays  herself  on  the  stage  and  then 
retires  again,  her  task  unaccomplished.     But  in   the  end 
nature  succeeds  in  her  object,  and  like  a  bashful  maiden 
seen  in  deshabille,  who  withdraws  for  ever  from  the  sight  of 
the  man   who  has  seen  her,  nature,  having   fulfilled  her 
object,  withdraws  from  spirit   for  ever,  when   spirit    has 
realized  its  essential  distinction  from  nature.      Then  comes 
to  an  enc  the  paradox  by  which  spirit,  which  has  really  no 
connection  with  nature  and  is  unaffected  by  the  misery  inherent 
in  nature,  considers  itself  bound  and  suffers  transmigration, 
while  nature  undertakes  the  changes  of  evolution  for  the 
sake  of  spirit,  since  in  herself  she  is  not  conscious  of 
misery.     In  truth  the  spirit  is  not  bound,  does  not  undergo 
transmigration,  and  is  not  released,  but  these  processes  are 
applicable  to  nature,  but  only  for  the  sake  of  spirit. 

There  is  only  one  means  by  which  nature  can  succeed  in 
freeing  spirit  from  fancied  dependence  on  her,  though  she 
makes  efforts  in  diverse  ways :  of  the  eight   psychic  states 
which  are  seen  in  intellect  seven  merely  keep  spirit  fast  in 
its  bonds;  with  the  eighth,  knowledge,  however,  release  is 
achieved.     The  knowledge  which  results  in  liberation  is  the 
realization  that  the  spirit  is  not  one  or  all  of  the  principles, 
that  it  has  no  empiric  existence,  that  nothing  belongs  to 
it,  and  that  it  does   not  exist  as   an  empiric   individual. 
The  attainment  of  this  knowledge   through   consideration 
of  the  facts  of  existence   results   in   the   cessation   of  the 
creative    activity    of    nature:     the    other     seven     psychic 
states  come  to  an  end  for  ever,  and  spirit,  in  contentment, 
gazes  as  a  mere  spectator   uj)on   nature   which   no   longer 
binds    it.       Recognizing    that    nature    is    not    connected 
with   it,   spirit   is   indifferent   to    her,  nature    recognizing 
that  her  true  character  is  understood   ceases   her  activity, 
and,  thoudi  the  union  of  the  two  remains  in  existence  even 
after  the  attainment  of  true  knowledge,  tliere  is  no  possibility 
of  further  production.     But  as  the  potter's  wheel  continues 
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to  revolve  for  a  time,  after  he  ceases  to  maintain  its  motion, 
by  reason  of  the  acc|uired  velocity,  so  the  psychic  stat'^s 
which  result  from  the  previous  life  have  to  be  finally 
exhausted,  and  not  until  the  impressions,  Samskaras,  thus 
existing  in  the  mind  have  been  removed,  can  the  complete 
release  be  attained  in  death,  wiien  spirit  obtains  the  con- 
dition of  complete  isolation,  which  is  unending,  and  which 
is  free  from  any  other  characteristic. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  proof  of  the  close  derivation 
of  the  Saiiikhya  from  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  Upani- 
9ads  than  the  terms  in  which  the  attainment  of  release  is 
described.  In  the  system  itself  the  doctrine  of  the  bondage 
of  spirit  in  nature  is  essential  to  explain  the  misery  of 
existence,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  no 
real  bondage.  No  reason  is  given  for  the  belief  of  spirit 
that  it  is  bound,  yet,  as  the  bondage  is  unreal,  it  is  clear  that 
it  must  be  produced  by  ignorance,  since  it  is  removed  by 
knowledge,  but  this  doctrine  is  not  set  out  in  the  Kdrikd, 
which  on  the  contrary  consistently  treats  the  union  of  spirit 
and  nature  as  a  union  for  the  final  release  of  spirit.  There 
is  no  conception  of  a  development  of  spirit  by  its  union 
with  its  opposite,  resulting  in  a  synthesis  which  is  far  more 
rich  in  content  than  the  two  factors  involved :  on  the  con- 
trary, the  connection  of  spirit  with  matter  terminates  with 
the  withdrawal  of  spirit  into  a  condition  of  absolute 
freedom,  which  must,  however,  at  the  same  time  be  absolute 
nonentity.  In  following  the  doctrine  of  the  Upanisads 
that  true  knowledge  involves  the  denial  of  individuality, 
the  Samkhya  system  leads  itself  into  the  difficult  position 
that  it  thus  really  denies  the  reality  of  its  system  of  many 
spirits,  since  there  can  be  no  multiplicity  without  indivi- 
duality to  distinguish  the  several  members  of  the  group  of 
spirits.  Ir  the  Upanisads,  on  the  contrary,  the  idea  is 
justifiable  'nee  the  denial  of  individuality  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  c  t  seeming  individuals  are  really  merely  one  single 
self.  In  the  Upanisads,  moreover,  there  is  a  real  possibility 
of  the  binding  of  the  self;  whether  the  bonds  be  real  or 
merely  illusory,  still  in  the  first  case  they  can  be  destroyed 
in  the  appropriate  manner,  and  in  the  second  the  false 
belief  can   be   removed   by  knowledge,  but  the   Samkhya 
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denies  any  real  connection  whatever,  and,  while  it  therefore 
leaves  it  to  be  assumed  that  the  apparent  connection  is 
caused  by  ignorance,  it  does  not,  like  the  Ved&nta,  elevate 
that  ignorance  into  a  metaphysical  entity,  thus  leaving  its 
existence  even  on  the  basis  of  the  system  unexplained. 

In  the  case  of  any  individual  self,  the  connection  of 
spirit  and  nature  rests  indeed  on  the  lack  of  discrimination 
in  a  previous  existence,  which  leaves  its  impression  on  the 
mind,  and  in  the  next  existence  leaves  the  spirit  bound,  but 
this  does  not  meet  the  objection  to  an  infinite  regress  which 
in  other  cases  the  SSriikhya  system  sharply  refuses  to  allow. 
The  spirit  not  being  really  connected  with  nature,  there  is 
no  ground  on  which  there  can  be  produced  the  lack  of  dis- 
crimination of  spirit  from  nature  which  causes  bondage. 
In  the  Vedinta  of  Saihkara  the  finite  and  the  infinite  spirit 
are  indeed  in  reality  one,  and  the  distinction  betw^n  them 
is  due  to  an  illusion,  but  an  illusion  is  something  which  can 
be  removed  by  knowledge:  a  non-existing  connection 
cannot  create  a  lack  of  distinction  which  produces  a  con- 
nection. Or  if  that  view  of  the  Upani^ads  be  accepted,  in 
which  the  existence  of  individual  souls  and  of  the  outer  world 
is  in  some  way  believed  to  be  real,  then  freedom  may  be  won 
by  the  recognition  of  the  true  connection  betw*"  t!ie  indivi- 
dual souls  and  the  absolute  through  medita  <  ,  and 
devotion  to,  the  absolute,  or  through  grace,  .  j;  Kciha 
Upanifad  (ii,  23)  and  elsewhere.*  Equ  '-  is  a 
connection  realized  between  spirit  and  natur. ,  .  absence 
of  which  shuts  off  the  Saiiikhya  from  any  possibility  of 
logical  explanation  of  its  main  principles. 


If;- 


*  See  also  Kausitaki  Upanisad,  iii,  8;  Mundaka,  iii,  2,  3. 


VIII. 
THE  LATER   SAMKHYA 

Special  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  short  tract, 
called  the  Tattvasamasa,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  Max 
Miiller*  considered  that  it  was  the  real  text-book  of  the 
S&ihkhya  system  anterior  to  the  SdtHkhya  Kiriki.  The 
argument  in  its  favour  is,  that  where  it  agrees  with  the 
Kdriki  it  appears  to  be  the  older:  this  view  is  not,  however, 
supported  by  any  detailed  argument,  and  certainly  does  not 
seem  conclusive.  All  that  can  be  said  of  it  with  certainty 
is  that  Vijfi&nabhik^u  in  his  commentary  on  the  Sutra 
attributed  it  apparently  to  the  same  author  as  the  Sutra, 
being  a  brief  exposition  of  what  is  said  at  length  in  the 
SQtra,  and  that  the  text  has,  in  comparatively  recent  times, 
at  least  in  some  parts  of  India,  as  at  Benares,  attained  a 
popularity  which  is  much  greater  than  that  of  the  Kdrika. 
The  language  is  not  marked  by  any  special  sign  of  date, 
and  Max  Muller  thought  that  the  different  order  of  categories 
and  the  numerous  names  not  elsewhere  used  were  rather 
a  sign  of  primitive  and  orginal  character  than  of  lateness. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  said  that  the  relegation  to  the 
end  of  the  category  of  pain  is  certainly  curious  and  arti- 
ficial in  appearance,  as  contrasted  with  the  position  which 
pain  occupies  at  the  beginning  of  the  Kdrika  as  giving  the 
tone  to  the  whole  system,  and  the  fact  that  the  term 
Tattvasamdsa  shows  that  the  work  is  a  compendium  is 
surely  evidence  against  the  text  representing  the  original 
Sutras  of  the  school. 


♦  Six  Systemi  of  Indian  Philosophy,  pp.  318ff.  The  later  date, 
after  1400  A.D  ,  is  preferred  by  Garbe,  Samkhya  Philosophie,  pp. 
68-70. 
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After  an  enumeration  and  explanation  of  the  twenty-five 
principles,  arranged  as  the  eii^ht  evolvents,  nature,  intellect, 
individuation,  and    the    five    fine    elements;    the    sixteen 
evolutes,  arranged  as  the  five  orRans  of  percef)tion,  the  five 
organs  of  action,  mind  and  the  five  gross  elements;    and 
spirit,  the  tract  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  three  Gunas  and 
to  explain  their  nature.     Then  come  brief  explanations  of  the 
process  of  evolution  and  the  resolution  of  the  evolved  going 
from  nature  to  the  material  elements,  and  from  the  material 
elements  back    )  nature.     Thereafter  the  intellect,  individua- 
tion, mind   and  the    ten   senses   are  set  out  as  psychical 
and  subjective  over  against  the  objects  of  their  activity 
and  the  presiding  deities,  a  concept  which  is  decidedly  more 
at  home  in  the  Vedanta  than  in  the  Samkhya.     Then  come 
the  five  Abhibuddhis,  which  are  forms  of  the  activity  of 
intellect,  ascertainment,  self-reference,  desire,  will  to  act  and 
action,  terms  of  somewhat  doubtful  sense  and  import.    Then 
come  the  five  Karr-ayonis,  sources  of  action,  enumerated  as 
energy,  faith,  desire  of  bliss,  carelessness  and  desire  of  know- 
ledge, but  also  ditierently  explained.     The  next  topic  is  the 
five  winds  or  vital  airs,  Prana,  expiration  connected  with  the 
mouth  and  nose;  Apaua,  connected  with  the  navel  which 
draws  downwards;  Samana,  connected  with  the  heart  which 
moves  equally  about,  and  wlvh  has  been  compared,  though 
doubtlessly  erroneously,  with     le  circulation  of  the  bloc  ' 
Udana    is  connected   with   the  throat  and  goes  upwara. 
Vyana  is  the  all-pervader.     The  presence  of  these  five  as  a 
special  topic  is  in  contrast  with  the  view  of  the  Kdrikd,  which 
does  not  accept  the  vital  airs  as  anything  more  than   the 
joint  worliing  of  mind  and  the  oi^'ans.     After  the  vital  airs 
come  the  five  Karmatmans,  which  are  descriptions  of  the 
activity  of  the  self:   they  are  Vaikarika,  the  doer  of  good 
works;   Taijasa,  the  doer  of  bad  works;  Bhutadi,  doer  of 
hidden  works;   Sanumana,  the  doer  of  what  is  reasonable; 
and  Niranuraana,  the  doer  of  what  is  not  reasonable. 

The  next  topics  discussed  are  the  five  Avid3as,  the 
twenty-eight  Asaktis  including  the  seventeen  Atustis  and 
Asiddhis,  the  nine  Tustis,  and  the  eight  ^.ddhis."'  Then 
come  the  eight  cardinal  facts,  Mulikarthas,  which  are  the 
existence,  unity,  purpose,  and  devotion  to  the  interest  of 
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another  of  nature,  the  otherness  from  nature,  the  non-agency, 
and  muliiplicity  of  spirii,  and  lli.  cmporary  union  and 
separation  of  s(ii III  and  iuiiiire.  1  he  nexl  two  topics  are 
the  creation  of  Ijcncvoleiuc  ilu-  production  of  the  Kro-^-*  from 
the  fine  elements,  and  tin-  liliuiasarKa,  ihi-  divine  creation  in 
eight  divisions,  the  animal  and  the  vegetable  creation  in  five, 
and  the  human  creation  in  one.  liondagc  is  then  descril>cd 
as  threefold,  according  as  it  is  connected  with  belief  in  any 
of  the  evolvents  as  the  highest  reality,  or  with  belief  in  a 
similar  position  as  to  the  evolutes,  such  as  is  shown  in 
devotion  to  objects  of  sense,  and  bondage  by  sacrificial  gifts. 
This  ourious  form  of  bondage  arises  when  men  through  mis- 
conception give  gifts  to  the  priests,  and  is  a  distinct  sign  of 
hostility  to  the  sacrifice,  which  is  not  seen  in  the  Kariki. 
Then  come  the  three  kinds  of  Mok^a,  release,  arising  from 
the  increase  of  knowledge,  the  quieting  of  the  senses,  and 
lastly,  as  the  outcome  of  the  destruction  of  merit  and  demerit 
by  these  means,  the  destruction  of  the  whole,  producing  the 
detachment  of  spirit  from  nature,  and  concentration  of  spirit 
upon  itself.  Then  come  three  forms  of  proof,  and  finally 
the  doctrine  of  misery,  subdivided  into  three  atcordin,^  as  it 
is  concerned  with  and  arising  from  the  body  or  mind,  caused 
b)  others,  or  produced  by  fate.  From  this  misery  release 
can  be  obtained  by  the  study  of  the  Tattvasamasa. 

This  summar}-  of  the  contents  of  the  Tuttvasamasii  does 
not  suggest  that  it  has  any  special  claim  to  antiqu  j.  :  it 
probably  represents  one  of  several  fonns  of  arran;'  -g  the 
Samkhya  principles,  of  which  another  form  is  preserved  in 
the  §a.stitantra  list  of  topics.  '  In  any  case,  however,  as  the 
treatise  itself  is  far  too  urief  to  give  valual)le  information 
regarding  the  system,  the  value  of  the  work  is  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Samkhya  Kdrika  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
Sdiiikhya  Sutra  on  the  other. 

It  is  probably  of  importance  for  the  later  date  of  the 
Tattvasamasa  that  it  is  not  cited  by  Madhava  in  his  account, 
written  about  1380  A.D.,  of  the  Samkhya  in  the  Sarvadar- 
ianasaihgraha,  where  he  uses  as  the  basis  of  his  exposition 
of  the  system  the  Kdrika.     He  also  ignores  the  Samkhya 


Above,  Chap.  V. 
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Satra  Itself,  which  thus  appears  to  be  later  than  his  period. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  much  later,  for  it  is  com- 
mented on  by  Aniruddha,  who  wrote  about  1500  A.D.,  and 
by  Vijfijnabhikju  in  the  second  half  of  the  sixteenth  century 

w  J  ^°^^  ^'^^  ^^  '**"  commented  on  by  Ved&ntin 
Mahadeva  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  Nigcfia 
Bhatta  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth;  the  former  in  his 
comment  on  the  last  five  books  follows  Aniruddha  faithfully 
in  the  fir?t  cop'es  VijiSinabhikju,  but  has  independent 
value;  the  latter  is  a  mere  imitation  of  Vijftinabhiksu. 
Despite,  however,  the  modem  date,  the  Sutra  is  a  source  of 
considerable  importance,  and  may  contain  a  good  deal  of 
old  matter,  though  in  its  present  form  it  is  certainly  not  so 
pure  an  exposition  of  the  system  as  the  Kdrikd. 

This  is  obviously,  in  some  measure  at  least,  the  case  as 
regards  the  criticisms  of  other  philosophies,   which  make 
up  an  essential  part  of  every  Indian,  as  of  other,  philosophic 
systems.    The  appended  verses  to  the  KdrikS  expressly  say 
that  these  critiques  are  omitted,  and  much  of  the  omission 
may  be  supplied  in  the  Sutra.     On  the  other  hand,  we  can- 
not say  how  much  :  the  Sutra  which  freely  uses  the  Kdr^ka 
also  uses  phrases  borrowed  from  ^amkara,  and  therefore 
must  be  treated  as  a  work  the  composers  of  which  were  quite 
capable  of  adding  much  of  their  own.     As  the  text  .stands, 
practically  all  the  leading  philosophical  systems   receive 
their  share  of  disapproval.    The  materialism  of  the  Cirvakas 
is  met  by  the  refutation  of  their  denial  of  the  validity  of 
reasoning  by  the  reference  to  its  self-destructive  nature,  since 
no  amount  of  perception  will  give  a  doctrine  any  validity, 
and  by  the  reply  to  the  favourite  argument  of  the  produc- 
tion of  intelligence  from  unintelligent  things,  on  the  analogy 
of  intoxicating  power  from  an  aggregate  of  herbs,  that  the 
intoxicating  power  is  latent  in  the  ingredients,  but  there  is 
no  trace  of  souls  in  the  psychic  organs.     The  Jain  doctrine 
of  the  co-extension  of  soul   with  body  is  refuted  by  the 
argument  that,  as  all  that  is  limited  is  temporary,  souls 
would   be   temporary  also.     Objections   are   raised   to  the 
Buddhist  denial  of  the  soul,  to  its  assertion  of  the  moment- 
ary   character    of    the    world,  and    to    its   belief  in  the 
annihilation  of  personality  as  final  release.     The  special 
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doctrine  of  the   Vijflanavadins,  that    nothing    exists    I 
consciousness,  is   refuted   as  well   as  the  nihilism  of  the 
Madhyamikas.     The  Nyftya  and  VaiSe?ika  philosoi.hies  are 
severely  criticized:  their  schemes  of  categories  are  rejected 
as  inadequate,  their  belief  in  atoms  is  rejected,  and  their 
denial  of  a  primitive  material  is  answered.     The  doctrine 
of  the  eternity  of  the  mind,  space,  time,  the  ether  and  the 
atoms  of    the    other    four    elements   is       uied,  as  is  the 
atomic  size  of  the  mind,  on  the  grour  s   .i  n  it  must  have 
some  dimension  in  order  to  act  simult.      ,asly  with  more 
than  one  of  the  senses.     The  derivation  of  the  senses  from 
the  elements  is  equally  contested.     Moreover,  the  doctrine  of 
causality  of  the  Sirtikhya,  which  asserts  the  permanence  of 
the  cause  in  the  product  is  defended  against  the  logicians' 
view  that  the  product  has  no  existence  before  its  production 
and  after  its  destruction  as  such.     The  categor)  of  inherence, 
Samaviya,  supported  by  these  schools  is  rejected  in  favour 
of  the  simpler  view  that  what   it  means    is   really   to   be 
expressed   by  the  nature  of  the  object  in  question.     The 
whole  theory  of  soul  as  really  active  is  rejected,  and  with  it 
the  theory  that  release  conshts  in  the   freeing  of  the  soul 
from  certain  characteristics.     The  idea  of  a  personal  deity 
which  is  cccep.'ed  in  t]     ^at.r,  if  not  in  the  original  form  oi 
both    these    philosoph     ,    is     definitely     rejected,    partly 
because  it  is  ui.necessu.y  and  interferes  with  the  effective 
work  of  tranamJ'Tation,  and  partly  Ijecause  to  alio";  such  a 
deity  would  be  '3  leave  him  responsible  for  the  misery  in 
the  V  ond.     The  iijctrine  that  the  Veda  is  a  product  of  a 
god  i;-  :^;.turally  also  denied,  and  in  its  place  is  developed  a 
doctrine  of  the  recreation  of  the  Veda  at  each  creation  of 
the  world  as  a  result  of  itself  alone,  in  this  point  departing 
from  the  doctrine  of  the  eternity  of  the  Veda  adopted  by 
the  MImamsa  school,  from  which  also  the  Sariikhya  differs 
in  rejecting  the  additional  means  of  proof,  such  as  analogy, 
accepted  by  that  system,  and  its  theories  of  the  eternity  of 
sound,  and  of  the  essential  connection  of  word  and  sound. 
From  the   Vedanta    of   ^arakara   the    system    differs    b^ 
opposing  bitterly  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  soul,  of  tY 
sole  existence  r    the  soul,  the  refusal  to  accept  a  primitive 
material,  the  doctrine  of  ignorance  and  illusion,  and  the 
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view  that  the  released  soul  has  enjoyment  as  its 
characteristic,  a  view  which  contradicts  the  whole  theory  of 
the  S&ihkhya  that  isolation  alone  is  the  end.  The  S&ibkhya 
also  rejects,  in  its  sister  system  of  Yoga,  the  doctrine  of  a 
personal  deity  and  of  the  eternity  of  the  Sphofa,  the 
concept  expressed  in  the  complex  of  letters  of  the  alphabet 
which  make  up  a  word.*  But  in  rejecting  many  of  the 
theories  of  the  other  schools  the  Sathkhya  Sutra  shows  itself 
not  uninfluenced  by  one  at  least  of  them :  the  work  makes 
remarkable  efforts  to  prove  that  its  views  are  in  full  accord 
with  scripture,  to  which  it  attributes  conclusive  value,  and 
endeavours  to  show  as  accordant  'vith  the  Samkhya  itself 
the  statements  in  scripture  regarding  the  personality  of 
God,  the  unity  in  the  absolute,  the  joy  which  is  asserted  to 
be  part  of  the  nature  of  the  absolute,  and  the  heavenly 
bliss  acknowledged  in  the  Vedanta  as  a  step  on  the  way  to 
final  release.  Indeed,  the  text  goes  so  far  as  to  hold  that 
obedience  to  the  traditional  rules  of  action  has  a  good  effect 
towards  securing  final  release,  and  to  talk  of  the  attainment 
of  the  nature  of  the  absolute. 

In  the  main  doctrines  of  the  system  the  later  texts  throw 
little  new  or  valuable  light.  Peculiar  to  them  is  the 
doctrine  that  the  spirit  throws  light  on  the  inner  organ,  or 
that  the  spirit  serves  as  a  mirror  in  which  the  inner  organ 
is  reflected.  The  importance  of  this  doctrine  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  held  to  explain  the  mode  in  which  spirit  is 
apprehended.  All  perception  is  due  to  the  inner  organ 
forming  in  itself  a  picture  of  the  thing  to  be  perceived, 
which  is  reflected  in  spirit;  similarly  it  forms  such  a 
picture  of  the  spirit,  and  when  the  spirit  reflects  itself  in 
the  inner  organ  it  brings  its  re:lex,  and  therefore  its  self,  to 
conscious  knowledge.  Another  simile  used  to  express  the 
relation  of  spirit  and  nature  which  is   in   itself   purely 

the  reflection  of  the  red  Hibiscus 
which  the  flower  lies:  the  crystal 
the    reflection.      Ingenious  as  all 


unconscious,  is  that  of 
shoots  in  a  crystal  near 
remains  unaffected  by 


these    comparisons  are,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  lend 


♦  Sec  E.  Abegg,  Festschrift  E, 
188-195. 


Windisch    (Berlin,   1914),   pp. 
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much  clearness  to  the  subject-matter  with  which  they  deal 
But  they  warn  us  of  the  danger  of  treating  the  evolutes  of 
nature  as  bemg  essentially  material  and  as  made  into 
psychic  states  by  the  influence  of  spirit.  The  conception 
of  the  inner  organ,  consisting  of  intellect,  individuation 
and  mind,  cannot  be  conceived  as  equivalent,  as  suggested 
by  Garbe,-  to  the  nervous  system,  to  which  psychic 
meaning  is  given  by  the  reflection  in  spirit  or  the  light 
thrown  by  spirit.  Rather  the  conception  is  that  everything 
including  the  psychic  states  of  experience  in  an  unconscious 
condition,  is  present  in  the  inner  organ,  waiting  to  become 
actual  by  the  addition  of  the  element  of  consciousness  given 
by  spirit.  With  this  view  accords  l;est  the  fact  that  the 
system  of  the  Sutra  regards  as  persisting  in  unconsciousness 
in  the  mtellect  the  impressions  of  experience  which  give 
rise  to  psychic  dispositions,  Samskaras. 

A  further  development  of  doctrine,  and   not   a  happy 
one,  may  be  seen  in  the  treatment  of  intellect  and  individua- 
tion.     The  only   tolerable    theory   is   that   in   some   way 
nature  is  converted  into  intellect  or  consciousness  b\    the 
influence  of  spirit,  and  that  the  result  of  individuation  is 
to   split  up   this  consciousness,   which   must   be   regarded 
as     not     having     attained     to     consciousness    of     itself 
into    definite    individuals    possessed    of    definite    selves' 
These  mdividuals  would  essentially  possess  also  individual 
consciousnesses,  as  the  principle  of  individuation  would  carrv 
with  It  as  an  essential  presupposition  consciousness  in  order 
to  become   self-conscious:  this   fact   explains    whv   in  tue 
Sutra  (ill,  9)  the  constituents  of  the  inner  organ,  fine  bodv 
or  psychic  apparatus,  are  reckoned  at  seventeen  in  place  of 
eighteen,  intellect  and  individuation  falling  under  one  head. 
From  the  individual  principle  naturallv  can  be  derived  the 
senses   with   mind,    and   as   suggested     in    the    Knusitaki 
Upamsad  (lu)  the  objects  of  the  senses  in  the  shape  of 
the  fine  elements,  from  which  the  gross  elements  proceed 
and  this  is  clearly  the  main  view  of  the  Karika.    On  the  other 
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hand,  the  Sutra  evidently  regards  the  whole  process  as  being 
a  cosmic  one,  the  principle  of  individuation  producing 
cosmic  organs,  and  elements,  and  the  individual  correspond- 
ing principles  being  derived  from  the  cosmic.  It  is 
characteristic  of  the  difficulty  of  the  doctrine,  and  of  its 
absurdity,  that  the  explanation  of  the  derivation  is  nowhere 
given:  the  Sutra  (iii,  10)  merely  says  that  from  the  one 
psychic  apparatus  many  were  produced  by  reason  of  the 
difference  of  the  works,  an  explanation  which  is  subject  to 
the  disadvantage  that  it  begs  the  question,  since  the  distinc- 
tion of  works  presupposes  individuals,  and  individuals 
presuppose  separate  psychic  apparatuses  with  which  to 
perform  works.  The  probable  explanation  of  the  effort  to 
fill  up  the  system  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  Karika 
itself  evidently  allows  inorganic  nature  to  be  in  some  way 
directly  connected  with  nature,  and  not  merely,  as  it  should 
consistently  be,  derived  for  each  individual  from  the  fine 
elements  which  form  part  of  his  psychic  apparatus. 

In  the  third  place,  the  Sutra  developes  in  detail  the 
doctrine  of  the  process  of  the  creation  and  the  destruction 
of  the  world,  which  presents  in  a  more  philosophic  shape 
the  doctrine  of  the  ages  of  the  world  found  in  the  epic  and 
common  to  the  philosophies.  Nature  and  spirit  are  ever 
ready  for  creation:  the  former  seeks  to  develop  for  the 
enjoyment  and  final  release  of  spirit,  and  the  latter  is  ready 
to  play  its  part  of  onlooker,  but,  of  c,.  urse,  it  is  impossible  to 
find  any  beginning  in  time  for  the  process.  Each  creation 
follows  on  a  period  of  destruction  in  which  everything  has 
been  resolved  back  into  a  state  of  inactivity,  in  the  sense 
that  the  three  Gunas,  instead  of  intermingling  in  their 
constant  activity,  merely  produce  each  its  self.  Nevertheless, 
as  soon  as  the  result  of  the  work  done  before  has  found  the 
correct  time,  the  process  commences  afresh,  all  spirits 
having  their  psychic  apparatuses  evolved  according  to  the 
impressions  left  upon  them  by  the  acts  done  in  their  last 
existences,  which  have  left  them  with  a  definite  moral 
character,  and  with  the  disposition  produced  by  their 
failure  to  recognize  the  separation  of  spirit  and  nature. 
During  the  period  of  the  continuance  of  the  world  in  a 
state  of  destruction,   as  the   psychic   apparatuses   of  the 
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spirits  are  existing  only  in  a  fine  condition  ajid  are  not 
evolved,  there  is  no  difference  as  regards  actual  conditions 
of  existence  between  the  free  and  the  bound  spirits,  but  the 
evolution  exposes  the  latter  to  all  the  woes  of  existence.  In 
each  period  some  escape  for  ever  by  the  acquisition  of  the 
essential  knowledge,  but  the  work  of  nature  will  never  be 
over  since  the  total  number  of  spirits  is  infinite,  and  the 
whole  can  thus  never  be  released. 

In  the  relation  of  the  fine  and  the  gross  elements  to  the 
senses,  there  is  clearly  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Karika  and  the  Siitra.  The  former  evidently  holds  the 
simple  view  that  the  senses  can  perceive  the  fine  elements, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  gross  elements  alone  which  can  thus 
be  seen.  The  Sutra,  on  the  other  hand,  restricts  to  gods  and 
Yogins  the  power  to  see  the  fine  elements  and  accords  to 
the  senses  the  power  only  of  seeing  the  gross.  Moreover,  it 
seems  probable  that  the  view  of  the  fine  elements  taken  in 
the  Sutra  was  that  each  of  them  was  only  the  basis  of  the 
senses  in  question :  thus  sound  represents  the  base  element 
of  sound,  but  not  the  sound  which  is  heard,  and  so  forth, 
this  being  the  explanation  of  the  term  Avisesa,  without 
distinctions,  which  in  the  Karika  points  rather  to  the  fine 
elements  being  ea  h  composed  of  the  substance  in  question 
alone,  and  not  like  the  gross  elements  of  portions  of 
all  the  others.  These  fine  elements  are  expressly  declared 
not  to  be  indivisible,  and  are  thus  distinguished  from  the 
atoms  of  the  Nyaya  and  Vaisesika  theory,  which  are  rejected 
by  the  Sarhkhya  on  the  ground  that  they  could  never,  in 
view  of  their  possessing  no  extension,  make  up  an  extended 
object.  Moreover,  the  distinction  between  the  fine  elements 
and  the  subtle  portions  of  the  gross  elements,  which  belong, 
with  the  fine  elements,  to  the  ps)chical  apparatus,  is  main- 
tained in  the  later  texts,  in  the  form  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Ativahika  body  (iii,  12;  v,  103).  On  the  other  hand, 
further  details  are  given  of  the  process  of  growth  of  the  gross- 
body,  which  is  really  composed  of  earth,  not  of  three  elements, 
fire,  water,  and  food,  that  is  earth,  as  in  the  view  of  the 
Vedanta,  nor  of  four,  nor  of  five  as  in  the  popular  view, 
which  in  the  epic  is  attributed  to  Panca&ikha  himself.  The 
other  four  elements  aid  only  in  producing  the  stability  of 
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the  body :  water  sustains  the  blood,  fire  the  heat  of  the 
body,  air  the  breath,  and  ether  the  windpipe.  The  breath 
which  in  the  Karika  plays  a  very  restricted  part,  here 
appears  under  the  influence  of  the  Vedanta  as  the  principle 
controlling  the  growth  of  the  body  under  the  guidanc«(  of 
spirit,  with  which,  indeed,  it  seems  to  be  conceived  as  united 
even  before  the  production  of  the  embryo.  The  kind  of 
body  is  determined  by  the  power  of  former  action,  i^ut  not 
the  building  up  of  the  body,  a  point  in  which  the  Sarukhya 
differs  from  the  Nyaya  and  Vaise§ika  doctrine.  The  other 
organic  beings,  those  of  station  superior  to  man,  beasts  and 
plants  are  similarly  composed,  but  plants  are,  though 
endowed  with  bodies,  deprived  according  to  the  later  texts, 
but  not  according  to  the  epic,  of  outer  senses,  so  that  spirits  in 
them  cannot  act,  but  merely  undergo  penance  for  previous 
actions. 

The  union  of  spirit  with  the  inner  organ,  the  senses, 
the  fine  elements  and  the  body  produces  the  empiric 
soul,  Jiva,  a  term  which  is  mainly  Vedantic,  while  the  inner 
organ  and  the  other  elements,  which  produce  from  spirit  the 
soul,  are  styled  Upadhis,  again  a  term  proper  to  the 
Vedanta.  The  individual  soul  has,  however,  no  real  existence 
at  all:  it  is  not  an  entity;  all  that  exists  on  the  one  hand  is 
the  body  and  the  psychic  apparatus,  and  on  the  other  hand 
pure  spirit,  which  is  really  unaffected  by  the  Upadhis, 
but  which  by  its  light  causes  them  to  emerge  into 
consciousness.  Release  consists  in  the  realization  that  spirit 
is  not  bound  by  the  Upadhis,  and  cannot  be  so  bound. 
The  parallelism  of  this  view  with  that  of  the  Vedanta  is 
too  marked  to  be  accidental,  and  doubtless  the  influence  of 
that  school  must  here  be  recognized.  The  connection  of 
spirit  and  its  psychical  apparatus  is  absolutely  continuous 
and  without  beginning  in  time,  though  it  can  be  ended: 
it  arises  from  the  failure  to  discriminate  between  spirit  and 
nature,  and  this  failure  in  each  life  is  a  consequence  of 
a  failure  in  the  preceding  life,  which  leaves  in  the  empirical 
soul  an  impression  which  becomes  real  in  its  next  existence. 
The  result  of  the  attainment  of  discrimination  is  made  very 
much  more  clear  in  the  Sutra  than  in  the  Karika:  the  fate 
of  spirit  is  existence,  but  entirely  without  consciousness,  as 
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follows  inevitably  from  the  fact  that  there  is  now  no  object 
for  the  subject  to  become  united  with.  Moreover,  the  idea 
that  such  a  state  is  one  of  bliss  is  properly  and  logically  in 
accordance  with  the  Karika  expressly  rejected,  as  against 
the  Vedanta  theory. 

On  the  means  of  proof  the  later  text  gives  little  new 
light:  the  appeal  to  the  evidence  of  scripture  is  far  more 
frequent  than  might  be  expected  in  a  system  which  lays 
such  great  stress  on  reasoning,  but  this  appeal  is  accepted 
in  the  Karika,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to 
assume*  that  the  term  Aptavacana,  which  is  the  normal 
designation  of  this  ijranch  of  proof,  ever  meant  merely 
skilled  instruction.  But  a  real  advance  is  made  on  the 
Karika  in  the  assigning  of  a  definite  character  to  space  and 
time,  which  are  made  to  be  qualities  of  nature  regarded 
as  a  unity,  and  to  be  eternal  and  all-present.  In  the 
empiric  world  both  appear  as  limited,  and  are  explained  in 
a  quite  inconsistent  way  by  origination  from  the  ether 
through  its  conditioning  by  the  masses  of  corporeal  nature, 
on  the  one  hand,  in  the  case  of  space,  and  by  the  movement 
of  the  heavenly  bodies  in  the  case  of  time.  The  first 
conception  is  no  doubt  superior_  to  that  of  the  Vedanta, 
which  produces  space  from  the  Atman,  but  it  is  not  much 
superior  to  the  view  of  the  Nyaya  and  Vuisesika,  which 
call  space  and  time  substances,  t  nor  in  any  of  the  cases  is 
the  real  problem  of  either  space  or  time  seriously  faced  or 
realized. 

The  Sutra  also  includes  many  points  which  the  Karika 
leaves  out  as  unessential.  It  deals  doubtfully  with  the  old 
question  of  works  as  opposed  to  knowledge  and  is 
inconsistent,  in  one  place  allowing  them  value  while  in 
others  the  more  consistent  view  of  tht  otal  valuelessness 
comes  out,  a  fact  which  accords  with  tt  xck  of  any  ethical 
side  to  the  Saihkhya  system.  The  necessity  of  a  teacher  is 
laid  down,  and  the  only  true  teacher  is  one  who  has  attained 
the  saving  discrimination  in  the  period  before  his  final 
release  in  death :  the  winning  of  such  a  teacher  is  the  result 


*  See  Garbe,  Sayiikhya  Philosophic,  pp.  59,  60. 
t  Cf.  Frazer,  Indian  Thought,  pp.  97,  98. 
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of  good  deeds  in  previous  lives.  A  real  furtherance,  but 
not  a  means  to  secure  relea  e,  is  indifference,  Vair§gya, 
which,  again,  is  a  motive  for  refraining  from  doing  good 
deeds,  with  which  it  is  incompatible :  moreover,  the  same 
quality  is  deiinitely  opposed  to  a  man's  association  with 
other  men,  which  is  a  hindrance  to  the  desired  end. 
Indifference  is  divided  into  the  higher  which  arises  only 
after  the  attainment  of  discriminatio.i,  and  the  lower  which 
precedes  it :  if  the  latter  is  carried  to  its  furthest  limit,  the 
result  is  birth  as  a  god  in  the  next  world  period,  pending 
which  the  person  is  merged  in  nature.  Mere  hearing  of 
the  teaching  of  the  truth  is  not  enough:  it  must  be 
accompanied  by  reflection  and  meditation,  and  in  a  marked 
degree,  in  contrast  to  the  earlier  Kdrikd,  the  Sutra  adopts 
large  masses  of  the  Yoga  technique  as  a  means  of  producing 
the  desired  isolation  of  spirit  and  nature.  Moreover,  the 
Sutra  also  accepts  from  the  Yoga  the  doctrine  of  the  high 
value  of  asceticism  and  the  Yogin's  power  to  see  all  things 
future  and  past,  a  power  which  is  consistent  with  the 
Saihkhya  doctrine  of  the  reality  of  the  product  in  the  cause. 
It  is  characteristic  of  the  Sariikhya  that  it  does  not 
restrict,  like  the  Vedanta,  the  saving  knowledge  to  the  three 
upper  classes  of  the  Aryan  community  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  ^udras.  This  generosity  of  outlook  is  seen  already  in 
the  great  epic  (xiv,  19,  61),  where  the  result  of  Yoga  is 
distinctly  declared  to  be  open  even  to  women  and  to  Sudras, 
and  the  same  sentiment  can  doubtlesis  legitimately  be 
recognized  in  the  fact  that  the  system,  despite  its  fondness 
for  sub-c.v^isions,  actually  classes  in  its  theory  o*  the  kinds 
of  living  creatures  men  in  one  division  only,  while  divine 
beings  fall  under  no  less  than  eight.  The  motive  for  the 
difference  of  treatment  doubtless  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
Saihkhya,  like  the  Yoga,  does  not  build  on  the  Veda  as  an 
exclusive  foundation,  and  therefore,  unlike  the  Vedanta,  they 
do  not  fall  under  the  rule  which  excludes  Sudras  from  even 
hearing  the  Veda  recited.  The  fact  that  the  Veda  formed 
one  of  the  sources  of  proof  of  the  system  was  not  any  more 
inconsistent  with  the  system  being  made  available  to  all, 
than  the  fact  that  the  epic  which  contains  Vedic  quotations 
was  equally  open  to  ^udras  to  liear. 
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The  tendency  to  obliterate  the  differences  between  the 
Siiiikhya  and  thi  more  orthodox  philosophies  appears  in  the 
most  pronounced  form  in  the  commentary  of  Vijiianabhiksu 
on  the  Saihkhya  Sutra,  which  was  probably  written  about 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  A.D.  VijnSnabhiksu,  as 
is  seen  also  in  his  other  works,  was  convinced  that  all  the 
six  orthodox  systems  of  philosophy  contained  the  absolute 
truth  in  their  main  principles.  This  paradoxical  result  is 
achieved  by  holding  that  the  Nyaya  and  the  Vai&esika 
systems  are  true  in  so  far  as  they  treat  of  the  difference 
between  the  self  and  the  mateiial  body,  but  that  in 
attributing  agency  to  the  self  they  merely  use  popular 
terminology,  which  is  corrected  in  the  Sartikhya  system. 
That  system  is  in  appearance  atheistic,  but  Vijiianabhiksu 
explains  this  difficulty  away  in  various  modes.  The 
atheism  of  the  Samkhya  is  in  his  view  merel"  -x  concession 
to  current  phraseology,  or  again  it  is  advo.  _q  in  order  to 
prevent  men  failing  to  obtain  true  enlighl  .-nt  by  devoti  n 
to  the  ideal  of  attaining  divine  rank,  or  ?  an.  -  iupgp'  <;•' 
in  the  Pc.dma  Purdna,  the  doctrine  is  exp  -''«  tc 

mislead   e/il   men   and   prevent   their   attainin.       i.  _   i   e 
knowledge.     After  this  achievement,  it  is  easy  foi     ijiiana- 
bhiksu  to  overcome  the  difficulty  that  the  Vedanta  t,   cb  s  the 
non-existence  of  individual  souls,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  unity 
of  the  absolute,  while  the  Samkhya  believes  in  innumerable 
individual  souls  and  denies    ^n  absolute.      The   unity  of 
souls  of  the  Vedanta  is  resolved  into  a  denial  of  difference 
in  kind,  and  the  monism  of  scripture  is  either  attributed  as 
a  view  for  the  mind  devoid  of  the  discriminative  understand- 
ing, or  is  asserted  merely  to  mean  the  absence  of  separation 
in  space  of  the  souls  and  matter,  which  accords  with  the 
Samkhya  view  that  souls  and  matter  are  alike  all-pervasive. 
Similarly,  the  assertion  of  the  Vedanta  that  nature  is  not 
real,  as  in  the  Samkhya,  but  a  mere  illusion,  is  explained 
away  by  the  adoption  of  the  view  that  the  Maya  of  the 
Vedanta  is  really  equivalent  to  the  matter  of  the  Samkhya. 
While    in    these  views  of  the  Vedanta  Vijiianabhiksu   is 
following  in  the  main  the  original  sense  of  the  Brnkma  Siitra 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  his  treatment  of  the  Samkhya   is 
radically  in  contradiction  with  the  atheism  of  that  system, 
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which  is  set  out  with  arguments  in  the  very  text  (\,  2-11) 
which  he  professes  to  expound. 

The  attitude  adopted  l)y  Vijnanabhik^u  is  significant  of 
the  theistic  spirit  of  his  age :  in  his  exposition  the  six  systems 
present  themselves  as  nothing  but  a  theistic  exposition  of 
the  universe,  presented  less  directly  in  the  four  systems  of 
the  Nyiya  and  Vai8e9ika,  Samkhya  and  Yoga,  and  brought 
out  in  the  clearest  manner  in  the  Vedanta.  By  this  device 
the  Sariikhya  philosophy  is  brought  into  the  main  current  of 
Indian  thought  and  relieved  from  the  disadvantages  of  its 
atheism,  which  doubtless  accounts  for  the  comparative 
disfavour  in  which  the  Sarhkhya  system  had  long  fallen  in 
India,  and  to  which  Vijnanabhiksu  himself  '  »ars  emphatic 
testimony. 

While  the  attempt  of  Vijnanabhiksu  could  not  expect  to 
result  in  the  establishment  of  the  authority  of  the  Samkhya 
as  ;.  system,  the  influence  of  that  philosophy  may  doubtless 
be  iraced  directly  in  the  free  admission  of  elements  of  the 
Sariikhya  into  the  texts  of  the  later  Vedanta.     This  inter- 
fusion of  Vedanta  and  Sariikhya  elements  is  seen   in   the 
Bhagayadiiita,  hnX  the   doctrine   of   Gunas   was   distinctly 
repudiated  by  Samkara,  and  il    reappearance  in  texts,  which 
accept  his  general  principles   u.,:  believe  in   the   illusory 
character  of  the  world,  is  a  clear  proof  that  the  reasoning  of 
the   Sariikhya   was   felt    to  have  great   weight.      Of  this 
syncretist  tendency,  which  is  seen  clearly  in  the  Pancadasi 
of  Madhava  in  the  fourteenth  century  A.D.,  the   classical 
example  is  to  be  found  in  the  Vedantasara  of  Sadananda,  a 
work  written  before  1500  A.D.     Sadananda  identifies,  as  in 
the  Svetdsvutara  Upanifad,  the  Maya,  or  Avidya,  of  the 
Vedanta  with  the  Prakrti  of  the  Sariikhya,  and  by  accepting 
the  view  that  Prakrti  is  composed  of  three  elements  obtains 
the  means  of  fitting  much  of  the  Sariikhya  system  into  the 
Vedanta.      From   Brahman,  who  is  regarded   by  him   as 
essentially  Caitanya,  or  spirit,  is  produced  through  envelop- 
ment with  ignorance  in  its  constituent  of  Sattva  the  world- 
spirit,  Bvara,  whose  causal  body  out  of  which  he  creates  all 
things  is  composed  by  the  whole  of  ignorance.     On  the 
other  hand,  from  the  Caitanya  through  envelopment   with 
Sattva  in  an  impure  form,  that  is  mixed  with  the  con- 


THE  LATER  SAMKHYA 


103 


stituents,  Rajas  and   Tamas,  arises   the   individual  snirit, 
Pr&jfia,  which   has  as   its  causal  body  out  of  which    it 
creates  individuation,  etc.,  and  is  composed  of  only  a  part  of 
ignorance.     A  further  result  of  envelopment  is  the  creation  of 
the  world  soul,  Sutritman,  and  the  individual  soul,  Taijasa, 
from   the  world-spirit   and   the   individual  spirit,  by  the 
production,  through  the  effect  of  the  constituent  Tamas,  of 
the  fine  body.     From  the  Caitanya  enveloped  by  ignorance 
through  the  pn.  .ominance  of  Tamas  arises  the  ether,  from 
the  ether,  wind;  from  wind,  fire;  from  fire,  water;  and  from 
water,  earth.     In  each  of  these  elements,  however,  which  are 
only  in  a  fine  state,  there  is  a  portion  of  the  constituents 
Rajas  and  Sattva  as  well  as  of  Tamas.     From  these  five 
Tanmatras  arise  the  fine  body,  consisting  of  five  organs  of 
perception    produced    from    the    Sattva    portions    of    the 
corresponding  five  elements,  of  five  organs  of  action  arising 
from  the  Rajas  portions  of  the  elements,  of  intelligence  and 
mind   consisting  of  united   portions  of  Sattva   from    the 
elenients,   and   of  the  five  breaths,  consisting    of    united 
portions  of  Rajas  from  the  five  elements.     In  intelligence 
and  mind  spirit,  Citta,  and  individuation  are  held  to  be 
included,   and   in   this   respect,   as   in   the  giving    of    an 
independent   position   to  the   five   breaths,   the    Sartikhya 
doctrine   is   abandoned.     Similarly,   in   the    view   of    the 
production  t,^  the  elements  from  each   other  in   a   series, 
Sadananda  f.^Mows  the  Taittiriya  Upanisad  (ii,  1)  and  not 
the  Sariikhya.     On  the  other  hand,  the  development  of  the 
gross  world  body  and  the  individual  body,  Vaisvanar^   and 
ViSva,  takes  place  according  to  the  Sariikhya  rule  of  five 
elements,  not  nccording  to  the  V  edanta  rule  of  three. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  noted  that  the  influence  of 
the  Sariikhya  is  clearly  limited  in  extent :  the  whole  system 
of  four  states.  Brahman,  isvara  and  Prajfia,  Sutratman  and 
Taijasa,  VaiSvanara  and  Visva,  is  based  on  the  Vedanta 
view  of  the  four  conditions  of  the  self,  in  its  conditions  of 
freedom  from  bondage,  deep  sleep,  dreaming,  and  waking, 
respectively,  as  set  out  in  the  Brhaddranyaka  Upanisad 
(iv,  3-4),  the  Mdndukya  Upanisad  (3-5),  and  in  a  de- 
veloped form  in  the  Nrsi^hottaratdpaniya  Upanisad.  It  is, 
however,  possible  that  in  the  care  taken  to  insist  on  the 
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cosmic  character  of  the  process,  w!iich  in  the  earlier 
Upani^ads  is  expressly  restricted,  to  the  states  of  the 
individual  souls,  there  may  br  seen  the  influence  of  the 
S&itikhya,  with  its  insistenc**  on  the  cosmic  character  of  the 
development  of  Prakrti.  -nd,  despite  the  constant  variation 
of  detail,  the  impolanee  of  the  Gunas  in  the  system  is 
obvious.  .       .     . 

While  tb'-  interaction  of  Vedinta  and  Sirtikhya  is  thus 
marked,  there  are  few  traces  of  close  connection  with  the 
NySya  school.  The  most  important  is  the  exposition  of  the 
doctrine  of  inference  found  in  VicaspatimiSra's  commentary 
on  SdtHkhya  Kirikd  5,  which  appears  to  mark  an  indepen- 
dent development  by  the  Siihkhya  of  principles  adopted, 
more  or  less  uncritically  in  the  first  instance,  from  the  Nyiya 
rather  than  to  contain  a  record  of  a  doctrine  presupposed  by 
the  early  form  of  Sartikhya.*  In  this  view  inference  is 
divided  into  direct  {vita)  and  indirect  (avita);  the  latter 
category  coincides  with  ie^avat,  and  means  proof  by  the 
elimination  of  alternative  explanations;  the  former  includes 
purvavat  and  samanyato  dr^ta,  which  differ  in  that  the 
result  of  the  former  is  a  judgment  dealing  with  realities 
which  can  be  perceived,  while  the  latter  gives  knowledge  of 
such  imperceptible  entities  as  the  senses  or  the  soul. 

*  As  suggested  by  A  Biirk,  Vienna  Oriental  Journal,  XV.  259,  261. 
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